
THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Drawing on the Reproaches of Good Friday

a

Leader:   O God, who by the Passion of Christ your Son, our
Lord, abolished the death inherited from ancient sin by every
succeeding generation, grant that just as, being conformed to
him, we have borne by the law of nature the image of the man
of earth, so by the sanctification of grace we may bear the

image of the Man of heaven.  Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

I JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   Pontius Pilate had the authority to release Jesus as
well as the authority to condemn him. He found him innocent
of any capital crime.  Out of political fear and cowardice he
surrendered Jesus to the will of the mob to be crucified. 
Washing his hands of the decision absolved nothing.  What is
the price of true human justice?           (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
Because I led you out of the land of Egypt,
you have prepared a Cross for your Savior.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

II JESUS TAKES UP HIS CROSS.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   Having been scourged and crowned with thorns in
mockery, Jesus accepted the wooden beam of the Cross on
which he was to be crucified.  He taught that his disciples must
do the same if we wish to follow him.  It says that he was able
to do so, disregarding its shame, for the sake of the joy which
he knew to await him after all had been accomplished.  Have
I ever sensed that joy?                                          (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
Because I led you out through the desert forty
years and fed you with manna 
and brought you into a land of plenty, 
you have prepared a Cross for your Savior.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

III JESUS FALLS FOR THE FIRST TIME.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   Trauma, blood loss, exhaustion, the heavy burden of
the wood—no wonder he fell! Even as he had told Peter,
James, and John in the garden of Gethsemane, “The spirit is



willing, but the flesh is weak.”  He truly shared our weakness
and, although perfectly innocent, carried our sins and guilt to
Calvary.  How remarkable that he had claimed his burden to
be light.  What is the weight of love?                          (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
What more should I have done for you 
and have not done?  Indeed, I planted you 
as my most beautiful chosen vine 
and you have turned very bitter for me,
for in my thirst you gave me vinegar to drink 
and with a lance you pierced your Savior’s side.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

IV JESUS MEETS HIS SORROWFUL MOTHER.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:    Given the sinless integrity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
she herself would have followed her own instructions given at
Cana in Galilee: “Do whatever he tells you.”  In addition to his
words which she would have heard, she also knew her son
intuitively with a rapport unique to them.  Perhaps this
accounts for her scriptural silence from Cana on.  Just an
encounter of their eyes, nothing need be spoken.  Only hours
before, his eyes had met those of Peter and with love burst the
dam of his tears, shame, and sorrow.  What may I expect to
find there in Christ’s eyes?                                   (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
I scourged Egypt for your sake 
with its firstborn sons,
and you scourged me and handed me over.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

V SIMON OF CYRENE HELPS JESUS CARRY HIS CROSS.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   Roman law allowed the military to impress the people
of the land into service.  Simon, a Cyrenian, was at the wrong
place at the right time, just coming in from the countryside
before the Passover festival was to begin.  Scripture does not
record his reaction to this violently imposed service.  Certainly,
protesting would have only made matters worse.  A subtle clue
is given that he came to embrace this Cross and its victim, for
not only was his name recorded in the memory of the Church,
but also that of his proud sons, Alexander and Rufus.  What
does a true disciple do?                      (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
I led you out from Egypt as Pharaoh lay sunk 
in the Red Sea, and you have handed me 
over to the chief priests.



All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

VI VERONICA WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   Psalm 27 gives voice to a prayer found in the heart of
every person blessed by the grace of faith—”Of you my heart
has spoken: ‘Seek his face.’  It is your face, O Lord, that I seek. 
Hide not your face.”  What else can express the inner force
which would lead the woman, Veronica, to dare to comfort
Jesus with her cloth to his bloody, filthy face?  He was marred
beyond human appearance, the disfigurement a major aspect
of the cruel sentence.  Who would have expected the human
face of God to be robbed of its humanity?  How did she see the
face her heart sought?                          (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
I opened up the sea before you,
and you opened my side with a lance.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

VII JESUS FALLS THE SECOND TIME.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   The execution detail of four soldiers was to make the
ordeal of the condemned as painful and as humiliating as
possible, to drive the condemned as close to death as could be
without immediately killing him.  The death was to be achieved
ever so slowly on the gibbet of the Cross.  Theirs was a sort of
grotesque, sadistic and hellish art and they were experts in its
medium.  For the prisoner to fall from time to time was to be
expected.  By added force or by some merciless assistance,
theirs was to get the condemned back at the trek through the
streets to Golgotha.  Who has probed the depths of human
cruelty?  How low can human depravity descend?           (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
I went before you in a pillar of cloud,
and you led me into Pilate’s palace.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

VIII JESUS SPEAKS TO THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.



Leader:   A crowd, many of them sympathetic, followed the
condemned to Calvary.  Among them were women, mourning
and lamenting for Jesus.  He turned and bade them not to
weep for him but for themselves and for their children.  Jesus
was confronting the sinful evils afflicting humanity in the
mystery of his sovereign obedience and divine love, taking hold
of it by force with his Cross.  How would humanity fare if
overtaken by this cruel evil if still ignorant of the divine power
and mercy of God?           (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
I fed you with manna in the desert,
and on me you rained blows and lashes.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

IX JESUS FALLS THE THIRD TIME.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,   (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   Almost spent and not yet arrived at Golgotha, Jesus
stumbles or faints, collapsing again on the way.  A momentary
pause, then he marshals his determination, rises and proceeds. 
His motive force is his Father’s loving will, the same divine will
as his, the Son of God, in full free harmony with his human will
as Son of Man.  The two condemned to die with him have their
own struggles along the way.  All three have been scourged, all
three being led along to die a tortured death.  Jesus protests

neither his own innocence or the cruel injustice of humanity. 
What kind of solidarity is this?         (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
I gave you saving water from the rock to drink,
and for drink you gave me gall and vinegar.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

X JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   It was customary, at the site of crucifixions, for Roman
soldiers to strip the condemned naked, taking their clothing as
part of their pay.  The public nakedness was a further act of
humiliation to shame the condemned, exposing them
completely.  Bystanders had to provide their own modesty and
respect, which they might have to offer the condemned. 
Crowds though typically jeered at and mocked those being
executed, their usual role in these dramatic killings.  One could
participate in the indignities of these public killings by gawking
and jeering at the condemned.  Do I, can I turn my gaze away
from this pornographic cruelty, from this indignity to human
life?      (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!



I struck down for you the kings of the Canaanites,
and you struck my head with a reed.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

XI JESUS IS CRUCIFIED.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   The final act of the drama now begins.  Jesus and his
co-condemned are fastened to their crosses, nailed, and raised
up on the vertical “trees.”  In a cynical jibe at the Jewish
authorities Pilate has composed the title of Jesus’ crime to
announce him as “King of the Jews.”  Jesus, nearing the
completion of his mission, is almost spent.  God’s Word made
flesh has very little now to say: he prays; he thirsts; he forgives;
he welcomes one man to paradise; he entrusts his mother and
beloved disciple to each other; and he commends himself with
a loud cry to his Father.   Who are we to God in face of this?  
(kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
I put in your hands a royal scepter,
and you put on my head a crown of thorns.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified,  Have mercy on us.

a

XII JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   A palpable darkness and an earthquake attend the cry
of Jesus as he dies upon the Cross.  It is finished.  Amidst the
final preparations for the Passover, commencing with the
Sabbath, the curtain of the Temple itself was torn in two.  The
Lamb of God has taken away the sins of the world.  Pilate is
assailed that the crucified still living be dispatched and
removed before the Sabbath and is surprised to learn that
Jesus had already died.  The other two have their legs broken
that they might also die. One soldier thrusts his lance into the
side of Jesus, confirming death.  No mercy is shown, only
efficient, methodical cruelty.  What is the cost, how high is the
price of our salvation?                  (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
I exalted you with great power,
and you hung me on the scaffold of the Cross.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

a



XIII THE BODY JESUS IS TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:   Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus step forward
and request of Pilate the body of Jesus.  They had the means
and the standing to have their request honored by Pilate. 
Taking down Christ’s body, no longer in the custody of Rome,
respect, even tenderness could now be provided.  His mother,
the disciple whom he loved, the other Marys, Joseph and
Nicodemus, together received him down.  With haste before
the Sabbath, they tended him with linen wrappings, some
spices and aloes, and conveyed his body to Joseph’s own new
and until now unused tomb cut in the nearby stone.   What
moves the heart that one shows kindness and honor to the
dead?                           (kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
How many times I yearned to gather 
your children together, as a hen gathers 
her young under her wings, 
but you were unwilling.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

XIV THE BODY OF JESUS IS PLACED IN THE TOMB.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  (genuflect)

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the

world.

Leader:     They placed his body and arranged it there with
care and with haste given the impending Sabbath.  They
promised in their hearts to come again later for some finishing
touches.  They closed the tomb and departed.  It seemed so
final, so finished.  For his part, by his body lying in death, Jesus
fulfilled all the broken Sabbaths of Israel.  His spirit unseen
attends those who had gone before him in death, bearing the
good news of salvation to them in ways known only to God. His
disciples grieve in fear.  His Mother waits in silence. What faith
can see through the shroud of this death?                               
(kneel)

Reader: My people, what have I done to you?
Or how have I grieved you?  Answer me!
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,
by the Lord has this been done 
and it is wonderful in our eyes.

All: Holy is God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal

One, have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.



CONCLUDING PRAYERS 

For the Intentions of the Holy Father—
The Lord’s Prayer
The Hail Mary
The Glory Be

Leader:   May abundant blessing, O Lord, we pray, descend
upon your people, who have honored the Death of your Son
in the hope of their resurrection: may pardon come, comfort
be given, holy faith increase, and everlasting redemption be

made secure.  Through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

Lord Jesus crucified, 

Have mercy on us.

a
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