Saints

Peter & Paul
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H
AND SCHOOL
902 East 9th Street • Hopkinsville, KY 42240

Established 1872

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a Roman Catholic Community of Christians called to
be a priestly people, a household of faith, a temple of the
Holy Spirit, a beacon of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church shining for Jesus Christ in the heart of Christian
County.
Rev. Fr. Richard Meredith, Pastor
crmeredith@stsppchurch.org
Rev. Fr. Michael Charles Abiero, Parochial Vicar
mcabiero@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Tim Barnes
tdbarnes@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Roberto Cruz
rcruz@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Trinidad Soriano
Permanent Deacon, Dr. Bill Sweet
wesweet@stsppchurch.org
PARISH OFFICE PHONE: (270) 885-8522
PARISH FAX: (270) 885-5296
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stsppchurch.org
DIOCESAN WEBSITE: www.owensborodiocese.org
VATICAN WEBSITE: www.vatican.va
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
8:00AM-12 NOON • 1:00 PM-4:00 PM MONDAY – FRIDAY
SCHOOL TELEPHONE: (270) 886-0172
SCHOOL FAX: (270) 887-9924
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.stsppschool.org
Tru†h Radio WSPP 93.5 FM (Local Catholic Radio)
Saints Peter and Paul Assistance: 270-886-6027
Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store: 270-632-1037
Store Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday10:00 am-2:00 pm.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH
We give a sincere welcome to all new families moving into
our Parish. Please register with the Parish Office as soon as
possible. Families who plan to move from our parish community are asked to let us know.

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday evening .................................... 5:00 PM
Sunday ................................. 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Misa en Español............... 2:00 PM, 10:30 PM
Monday - Saturday ................................ 8:00 AM
Wednesday ......................................... 5:30 PM
Thursday (en Español) ........................... 5:30 PM
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MINISTRY TO THE SICK
Please notify the Parish Office upon admission of a family
member into any hospital or nursing home. Any parishioner
who is ill or infirm may request anointing in an emergency by
calling the Parish Office, 270-885-8522.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
This is a devotion whereby members of the parish unite in
adopting certain hours of Adoration before the Most Blessed
Sacrament during the day and throughout the night, seven days
a week. (Code required.) There is a regular schedule of adorers but all are welcome to stop in for a visit. Parishioners are
encouraged to sign up for a scheduled weekly Adoration time.
Please contact Bill & Jenny Rush at 270-885-2888, if you are
interested in adopting an hour or if you can be a substitute or
prayer partner Available hours: Sunday 12am, Monday 2 pm and
3pm, Tuesday 10 pm and Wednesday 2am. Please help!! A
Prayer Partner is needed for Tuesday 9am

Parish Pastoral Council
Dee Dailey, Chair & Worship..….………....dalyfrau2@gmail.com
Jan Buckner, Vice Chair & Family Life.janet.buckner59@gmail.com
Fran Marko, Secretary…………………………..franmarko@gmail.com
Jeff Lansford, Spiritual Life……………….......lansford88@gmail.com
Lana Bastin, Administration ………………...bastins2@yahoo.com
Libby Downs, Pastoral Associate ……….ljdowns@stsppchurch.org
Missy Craft, Social Concerns.………..missycraftrealtor@gmail.com
Robert Tyree, Education….……………..roberttyree@kycourts.net
Stephanie Blankenberger, Principal
stephanie.blankenberger@sppshopkinsville.org

SCHOOL NEWS
Three of our middle school students participated in Virtual
KYA December 13th and 14th. They were a small, but
mighty delegation! Our delegation received a Premiere Delegation Award, Laney Chaudoin received the Outstanding
Delegate Award, and Ellie Groves received the Outstanding
Speaker Award! Way to go to our Saints!!

PARISH OFFICE — 270-885-8522
Tom Buehrle, Director Of Stewardship ………………….. twbuehrle@att.net
Brenda Chaudoin, Office Manager…ext 3105…….. bchaudoin@stsppchurch.org
Libby Downs, Pastoral Associate....ext 3103…........ ljdowns@stsppchurch.org
Leigh Ann Johnson, Financial Assistance Coordinator………...270-886-6027
Steve Kinnard, Maintenance Foreman...ext 3116....skinnard@stsppchurch.org
Angie Phillip, Sts. Peter and Paul Thrift Store Mgr……………..270-632-1037
Mayra Tirado, Hispanic Ministry Asst...ext 3102….mtirado@stsppchurch.org
Sue Wassmer, Secretary…ext 3100……………swassmer@stsppchurch.org
Dan Wilkinson, Music Director...ext 3104………dwilkinson@stsppchurch.org

SCHOOL OFFICE — 270-886-0172
Stephanie Blankenberger, Principal...ext 3213
stephanie.blankenberger@sppshopkinsville.org
Jennifer Groves, Secretary...ext 3214jennifer.groves@sppshopkinsville.org

The Catholic Church teaches that the sexual abuse of any person is a
grave moral evil. To report any instance of sexual abuse by anyone
acting in the name of the Catholic Church, (priests, deacon, employee
or volunteer), please call the Diocesan Pastoral Assistance Coordinator, using the dedicated confidential phone-line (270-852-8380) as
well as the Diocesan web site (www.owensborodiocese.org/safe).
† SACRAMENTS †
† Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard Saturday from 2:00 PM
to 4:00 PM and Wednesday at 4:30 PM. Confessions will be heard
by appointment as well.
† Baptism: Baptismal Preparation Class - Our next class will be
announced. Please call the Parish Office to register.
† Marriage: Contact the Office six months prior to the desired date.
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The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord: Today is the
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. “Epiphany” is from
the Greek word
epiphaneia, meaning
manifestation or “to
appear”. The earliest
reference to Epiphany
as a Feast Day was in
361 AD, one of the oldest feasts in the Catholic
Church. But Epiphany
has a history of great
diversity: The
Church of the East and
the West couldn’t even
agree on a date to
honor the birth of Jesus! The Church of the East celebrated
Epiphany Sunday as the day of His birth. By the 4th century, the Church of the West celebrated Christmas on December 25th, but it took several centuries to resolve Christmas
and Epiphany into two separate feast days.
Not only were there disagreements about the date
of Christmas, but the focus of the Epiphany Liturgy itself
evolved over time, with remnants remaining today. The
main focus is on the coming of the Magi and the
manifestation for all people, but this is a multi-layered
feast with other aspects found throughout the prayers and
readings of the day:
1.
A feast of Light, echoing the Nativity of Christ, the
Light of the World, but now that Light is revealed
for all nations.
2.
A feast of Water recalling the Baptism of the Lord
in the Jordan River, where the Holy Spirit descended as a dove and the voice of God the Father was
heard declaring Jesus as His own beloved Son. In
this, we recall our own Baptism, as well.
3.
We are also reminded of the first miracle of Jesus
at the Wedding of Cana where He changed the
water into wine.
4.
This feast honors the Kingship of Christ, possibly in
an even greater degree than the “newer” Solemnity of Christ the King.
Blessing of Homes: One tradition related to Epiphany is
the Blessing of Homes - Gather the family to ask God’s
blessing on our home, on those who
live within and on all those who will
visit. It is an invitation for Jesus to be
a daily guest in our home, our comings and goings, our conversations,
our work and play, our joys and
sorrows. A traditional way of doing
this is to use chalk to write above
the home’s entrance: 20 + C + M +
B + 21. These letters - C, M, B - have two meanings. They
are the initials of the traditional names of the three Magi:
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They also abbreviate the
Latin words Christus mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless

3

the house.” The “+” signs represent the Cross and 2021 is
the year. Find a blessing for your home at the website for
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
(www.USCCB.org).

Attention All Adorers
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Anniversary
Wednesday, January 6th
Our Celebration begins with our 8:00 a.m. Mass
and continues through our 5:30 p.m. Mass
As we celebrate our 19th Anniversary,
the Blessed Sacrament will be reserved on our Main
Altar the entire day as we honor our Lord in the
Eucharist. We come to give thanks for those adorers
who have gone before us and those currently praying
before our Lord, Himself. Our parish and our families
have been greatly blessed in sharing this Ministry
here in Hopkinsville, Christian County.
The Lord is Here With Us – Let Us Adore! The same Lord
who received the homage of the Wise Men is waiting for
you in the tabernacle and the adoration
chapel. You can find, love, and honor
Jesus right now, this very minute. He is
truly, really, substantially here in the
Eucharist. As a method of prayer, it can
be helpful to imagine if you’d been with
the Wise Men as they found Jesus, or
how you might have responded to the
Lord if you’d been alive in first century
Judea. But those original disciples don’t
have some kind of unfair advantage of
being close to Jesus. We literally walk
past Jesus every time we’re inside our Church, and even
more, we receive His Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity in Holy
Communion. So intense is the Lord’s desire to remain with His
people, that He comes hidden under the veil of bread and
wine. Lowering Himself to become our food, He touches us
with His love and strengthens us through the power of this
wondrous Sacrament. If you long to come and spend time
with Jesus and would like to adopt an hour before the Lord
or would like to become a prayer partner, see or call Bill or
Jenny Rush at 270-885-2888. Hours available include:
Sunday 12:00 AM (midnight)
Monday 2:00 PM and 3:00 PM
Tuesday 10:00 PM
Wednesday 2:00 AM
Prayer partner needed for 9:00 AM Tuesday.

Angel Tree
We thank you for your continued support for our families on the Angel Tree. Thank you for being the hands
and feet of Christ to these children.
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THANKS AND BLESSINGS! I take this opportunity to recognize
and thank all of you who have been so thoughtful and cooperative in this time of anxiety and care confronting all of
us due to the Covid-19 virus. This includes the particular
care prescribed in spacing, mask wearing, and sanitizing, so
that we can gather somewhat safely for Mass and for
prayer. From Thanksgiving, through Advent, and into Christmas you have responded to the needs of so many with generous food and Angel Tree donations, adding your time in
service to the whole. Christmas decoration and festal music
have been contributed to the celebration by time and talent, for the blessing of us all and to the praise and glory of
God. You have been generous with cookies, cards, food,
and gifts galore to me and to Fr. Michael Charles and we
are grateful, indeed. May all who so generously serve
God and neighbor in this Parish be richly blessed to the
glory of God, for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom, and
as a true witness to the Gospel of peace. A Merry and
Blessed Christmas, New Year, and Epiphany! Fr. Richard
Thank You: I would like to express my joy with gratitude
and thanksgiving for all you have offered me in terms of
food, gifts cards and money! It amazes me and humbling to
be loved as you been to me since my arrival in this parish
2018! Thank you so much, Erokamano Ahinya, Merci
beaucoup, Asanteni Sana, Muchos gracias! May your generosity be rewarded abundantly as in this letter:
You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform
is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. (2
Corinthians 9:11-12) Padre Michael Charles
Knights of Columbus: Thanks to the extraordinary efforts
of Council 7847 and Assembly 2753 and most of all, the
extremely generous donations (food and monetary) from
our fellow parishioners, we were able to deliver food to
101 families for the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.
We, also, were able to provide food to the Pennyroyal
Veteran’s Center, The Salvation Army and Aaron McNeil
House (AMH). The gratitude expressed from all those that
received food is heartwarming. Thank you all for your efforts and contributions.
We will be returning to monthly food and monetary
donations for AMH beginning in January, 100% of the donations will go to AMH. The need to feed the hungry continues beyond the holidays. Help us in our ministry to feed
those in need. God Bless You!

Generosity
and Blessings
Of this Parish!

Our Greatest Treasure
at Christmas Eve Masses – Our children.
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Mass Intentions

Calendar January 4-10

Sun
Wed
Thu

Parish Holy Hour, 4pm
Rosary Makers– 8:45 am, HFR
Choir Practices-Spanish 5:30 pm, English 6:30 pm
Knights-6:30 pm, OA
RCIA Session-6:30pm, HFR

Readings for the week of January 3, 2021
Sunday:
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13/
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
Monday:
1Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:
1Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday:
1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc,
17/Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 1920/Lk 5:12-16
Saturday:
1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a
and 9b/Jn 3:22-30
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/
Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or Is 55:1-11/
Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/1 Jn 5:1-9/
Mk 1:7-11
LPI©
Saints Peter and Paul Parish
Religious Education
PSR – Pre-School thru 5th Grade:
DUE TO DIRECTIVES FROM OUR
DIOCESE, Classes will resume on
Sunday, January 10th beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the
Parish Office Building and in the Office Annex Building.
Parents Remember:
 Drop off is between 8:45 a.m. and 8:55 a.m.
 Enter the parish parking lot off 9th Street and proceed forward between the parish office building and
the Annex building (former Thrift Store) as we will
take your children’s temperature and complete forms
before leaving the vehicle and then parents are to
exit the parking lot onto 7th Street.
 Pick up is at 10:15 again using directions as Drop
off.
Middle and High School Youth Ministry – DUE TO DIRECTIVES FROM OUR DIOCESE, CLASSES will resume on
Wednesday, January 13 beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Budget News

Mon, Jan 4
8:00 am
Tue, Jan 5
8:00 am
Wed, Jan 6
8:00 am
5:30 pm
Thu, Jan 7
8:00 am
5:30 pm Spanish
Fri, Jan. 8
8:00 am
Sat, Jan 9
8:00 am

Contributing Households

68
12
20
100

2020/21 Diocesan Assessment due 6/2021

$7,240
$1,390
$419
$2,460
$11,509
$18,614
$31,080
$67,352

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON
WILLIAM BATTAH
ST. JOHN NEUMANN
H
ARRY
B
EDOR
†
ST. ANDRE BESSETTE
† MONICA KIESEL
† RICK KRANZ
ST. RAYMOND OF PENAFORT
KYLEE SPURR
† LINDA STEPANEK
JERRY BROCKMAN

† LEONARDO LERMA
† JANICE MILLER
5:00 pm
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Sun, Jan. 10
† BETH HANCOCK
8:00 am
† PEDRO & OLGA MONTEJOS
10:30 am
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE
2:00 pm Spanish
† ROSE ANN TOBIN
10:30 pm Spanish
† Indicates Requiem Mass
SANCTUARY LAMP
IN HONOR OF STEVE & VICKI KINNARD
ADORATION CHAPEL CANDLES
IN MEMORY OF PINO & ANITA CINCOTTI
Budget News

December 20, 2020
Contributing Households

Envelopes
Online Donations/EFT
Loose collection Cash
Loose collection Checks
Weekly Total
Weekly Parish Budget Needs
2019/20 Diocesan Assessment Past Due

50
39
20
109

2020/21 Diocesan Assessment due 6/2021
Budget News

December 13, 2020

Envelopes
Online Donations/EFT
Loose collection Cash
Loose collection Checks
Weekly Total
Weekly Parish Budget Needs
2019/20 Diocesan Assessment Past Due

5

$10,715
$8,832
$687
$1,719
$21,953
$18,614
$30,865
$67,352

December 27, 2020
Contributing Households

Envelopes
Online Donations/EFT
Loose collection Cash
Loose collection Checks
Weekly Total
Weekly Parish Budget Needs

55

$9,014

17
72

$326
$16,517
$25,857
$18,614

Christmas Collection

71

$9,798

2019/20 Diocesan Assessment Past Due

$30,710

2020/21 Diocesan Assessment due 6/2021

$67,352
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In Need of Prayers… Carriage Way Assisted Living- Albert
Weakly.. Western State Nursing Facility- Debbie Dickerson, Ellen
Jones.. Christian Health Center- Lillian Cotthoff, Norma Downs
Morningside of Hopkinsville- Thelma Budias.. Others.. Larry &
Sharon Alexander, Helen Allard, Bob Arnold, Dick & Jackie Arnold, Dennis & Sabrina Baker, Mike Beck, Sherry Beck, Sue Boguskie, Ruth Britt, Helen Brown, Judy Brummett, Bart Brunson,
Sherry Calhoun, Sam Chesnut, Ken Cunningham, Jackie Custer,
Lynn Delaney, Norma Folz, Martha Fowler, Nancy Freeman,
Denise Garcia, Barbara Gardner, Ron & Janice Godot, Jim Gorman, Bill Hancock, William Hancock, Jan Hinkle, Joy Moseley
Housley, Judy Jackson, Heather Jeffries, Carol Johnson, Rod
Johnson, Greg Jones, Olivia Jones, Tony Jones, Charlie Keel, Joe
Kukral, Matthew Lin, Jane Lucas, June Mahoney, John & Cheryl
Mezzoni, Joe Mezzoni Sr., Jim Milazzo, Andy & Carol Moran,
Jason Oldham, Pam Oliver, Cecelia Omundson, Teresa Pazin,
Maddox Pepper, Beth Pictor, Rachel Pictor, Brenda & Dennis
Poteet, Evelyn Raney, Martha Reed, Tara & Dylan Rush, Jerry
Russell, Al Rutland, Janet Rutland, Carol Schowe, Mary Jean
Schowe, Ryan Semrau, Mary Catherine Smith, Rocky Spader,
Mike & Marilyn Stocker, Georgiann Svestka, Mary Swicicki, Jerry
Thomas, Ron Todd, Charles Watzek, Nancy Webb, Dan Weinzapfel, Carolyn Wilson, Helen Winstead, Pamela Mezzoni Wofford, Sandy Wood, Rose Yurkovic, Arthur Zaragozo & Family.
Please Pray for our Deployed
Military & Families
Rollin Burley and Ryan Harrison
DATE CHANGE! Mark Your Calendars!
National Migration Week 2021 Is Moving!
September 20th - 26th, 2021
For nearly forty years, National Migration Week (NMW)
has been celebrated the week after the Epiphany in January. One of the
primary reasons
for the selection
of these dates
was due to the
timing of the Pope’s migration Day message, which was
celebrated in mid-January. In 2019, Pope Francis announced that that the World Day of Migrants and Refugees would henceforth be celebrated on the last Sunday of
September. To maintain the custom of aligning NMW with
the World Day of Migrants and Refugees, the Catholic
Bishops of the United States recently decided to move National Migration Week to the last week in September. Given that we have already celebrated NMW 2020 in January of this year, the next National Migration Week that we
will celebrate will be September 20 - 26, 2021, with the
Vatican’s World Day of Migrants and Refugees taking
place on Sunday the 26th. More information about the celebration, next year’s National Migration theme, and resources will be made available on our Justice for Immigrants website in the spring of 2021.

LAY MINISTERS
JANUARY 9TH/10TH —THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Saturday, 5:00 pm
Altar Servers ........................................ Ellie and Josh Groves
Cross Bearer.......................................................... Josh Groves
Commentator ..................................................Jennifer Groves
Lectors ........................................ Jennifer and Will Groves
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ........................ Julie Tiell
Choir Loft ................................................................................
Ushers .................................................... Ken Tiell, Sandi Velez
........................................................ Pat Puckett, Bobbi Goulet
Sunday, 8:00 am
Altar Servers ........................... Patrick Stevens, Andrew Folz
Cross Bearer................................................................................
Commentator ..................................................LaDonna Downs
Lectors ................................LaDonna Downs, Chris Stevens
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ........................ Tom Folz
Choir Loft ........................................................... Julie Folz
Ushers ............................................... Chuck Spurr, Dirk Downs
............................................................. Gary Harden, Bill Rush
Sunday, 10:30 am
Altar Servers .......................... Franco Fiscella, Trieu Nguyen
Cross Bearer..................................................... Thieng Nguyen
Commentator ................................................. Morgan Murray
Lectors ............................ Morgan Murray, Franco Cincotti
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ................. David Allard
Choir Loft ...........................................................................
Ushers ........................................ Pat Covington, Chris Thomas
............................................. Steve Greenwell, Noah Thomas
Domingo 2:00 pm
Comentarista: ..................................................... Emmanuel Ixcol
1-2 Lectura: ...................... Emmanuel Ixcol, Javier Bonifacio
Ministro E:...............................................................Mayra Tirado
Hospitalidad:................ Victor Hernández, Pedro Rodríguez
Monaguillos:.....................................................................................
Baptisms: We welcome through the waters of Baptism two
infants.
1. Elizabeth Breckenridge Cayce, infant daughter of Bart
and Melissa Cayce and sister of Anne, Hallie and Amelia Cayce. Elizabeth was baptized on Saturday, December 19th by Fr. Richard Meredith
2. Caroline Ann Wadley, infant daughter of
Garrett and Jessica (Hanks) Wadley and
sister of Collin. Caroline was baptized on
Sunday, December 27th by Fr. Richard
Meredith.

Our Blessed
Sacrament Chapel
at Christmas.
Beautiful!
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Pastor’s Greetings,
EPIPHANY 2021
I find it very interesting how a line from
the John’s Gospel so aptly explains the
respective actions of Herod and the Magi
in Matthew’s account of their visit. “And
this is the verdict (or judgment), that the
light came into the world, but people preferred darkness
to light, because their works were evil. For everyone
who does wicked things hates the light and does not
come toward the light, so that his works might not be
exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes to the light,
so that his works may be clearly seen as done in
God.” [Jn 3.19-21]
Herod was evil on a grand scale and one of the most
powerful men of his day. His fear, however, seems to have
been at least as great as his power. Even those nearest
and dearest to him needed to fear for their lives. In truth
he was not of full Jewish ancestry and had no truly credible
claim to be king of the Jews. Power alone, by allegiance
with Rome, kept him on the throne. He feared this truth.
Those who colluded with him to preserve their own lives and
positions also guarded against this truth. So deep was this
collusion that they would oppose even heaven itself to preserve the political status quo. While Herod the Great could
point to the magnificent expansion of the Temple in Jerusalem, it was a screen to protect him from exposure as a
usurper and a murderer. News of celestial signs announcing
a new born king of the Jews would have been the worst
news possible, not that he feared God or even believed in
God. He was a pragmatist. He feared the exposure.
Temple authorities were quite willing to follow his lead.
It takes remarkable courage to live by the words of
Jesus, that only the truth will set us free. Not only great
evil, but all egoism, even of the petty sort, hates exposure.
It prefers an agreeable public face, a serviceable fiction, to
the fallible human face of mixed virtue and weakness. A
large portion of the healing power of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation flows through the difficult self-humbling of
confessing one’s sins before God to the priest of the Church.
As sunlight kills mold and starlight guides voyagers, the light
of God’s truth exposes evil to its being rejected and offers
freedom.
Being a fan of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and the Sherlock
Holmes stories, I became aware of how Victorian England
so feared scandalous exposure that the nobility was quite
susceptible to black mail. Closer to home, I remember in my
own time observing how much Bishop Soenneker and senior
priests hated the exposure of the Church to scandal. Everything seemed poised to regard scandal, by which the
Church would be defamed, as more evil than the faults and
sins of the clergy, even worse than the terrible injury being
done to children, youth, and young adults. So substance
abuse, betrayal of celibate chastity, and clerical abuses of
power were effectively not regarded to be as serious as
the effect of these offenses being known publically. I have
from time to time encountered similar attitudes in families
and communities. Exposure of a family’s “dirty laundry” has
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often been considered a more terrible and treacherous offense and shame than incest or physical abuse. That only
the truth can set one free and the insight of John 3.19-21
have been dangerous scriptures.
Our Catholic bishops have been confronting sexual corruption in the Church as signaled by the exposure of the
hidden sins of Theodore McCarrick. It appears doubtful,
however, whether they will thoroughly uncover the whole
scale of the sexual and monetary corruption. We have
been given a most valuable lesson. The hiding of crimes
gives crime a power to corrupt the otherwise virtuous and
inclines them to collude in deception. Most of us have experienced the temptation to “cover one’s tail” when threatened with exposure, to put a cosmetic face on weakness if
not on sin.
Even when sin or vice is not involved, one
can be tempted to hide from the judgments of others. At
times it is challenging to distinguish between shame and
shamelessness. When I personally buy beer, wine, or bourbon, I feel a particular concern for how and where I do so,
even though no sin is involved. I do not want to provoke
scandal or to be scorned. I find myself to be sensitive to the
gaze and scorn of others. In Confession, where sin is involved, we struggle, tempted to make our sins appear not
quite as wicked or vain as they are. One of the most glaring and lingering effects of original sin is our attempt to
cover our shame. It is possible, we find, to overcome shame
with shamelessness but know that humility is its cure.
How much then do I admire the brave Magi who, surrounded by immensely threatening darkness, braved a journey to a world not their own to honor the truth of the light
which they had observed at its rising. They were not stupid.
They understood the political world in which they traveled.
They loved the truth and valued the freedom it gave more
than the safety of the darkness. They were also shrewd
enough to listen in their dreams to the heavenly warning
that they go home by routes unfamiliar to Herod.
This Epiphany I pray for our Church, that brave and
faithful Catholics hold the light of our faith before the corruptions of the hierarchy and bureaucracy of the Church to
engage deep reform. I pray for this nation as a constitutional republic that responsible and faithful citizens make
our self-governing do the hard work of truth and quest for
the common good over powerful corruption The darkness of
our world is indeed profound, but not greater than the light
which God has shone within it. Fr. Richard.
Sympathy: As a parish we offer our prayers to Imelda
Gorman and her entire family at the passing of her son,
James Timothy “Jim” Gorman. Jim was born March 4, 1956
and passed away on Saturday, December 26th at their
home in Towson, Maryland. At the time of this bulletin
deadline, his obituary announcement was not available.
We will post it next week as we want to share all that Jim
did in his lifetime and the people he touched.
As a parish we offer our prayers for the
Gorman family as we pray to God “May his soul
and the souls of all the faithful departed through
the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.”

