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LITURGY OF THE WORD  

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 

HYMN 
 
Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
 
Ye watchers and ye holy ones, bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 
Raise the glad strain, alleluia! 
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow’rs, 
Virtues, archangels, angel choirs, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
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you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Leader:  Let us pray, 

Almighty ever-living God, 
by whose gift we venerate in one celebration 
the merits of all the Saints, 
bestow on us, we pray, 
through the prayers of so many intercessors, 
an abundance of the reconciliation with you 
for which we earnestly long. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 24:1BC-2, 3-4AB, 5-6 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 

The LORD’s are the earth and its fullness; 
the world and those who dwell in it. 
For he founded it upon the seas 
and established it upon the rivers. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 

Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD? 
or who may stand in his holy place? 
One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, 
who desires not what is vain. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 

He shall receive a blessing from the LORD, 
a reward from God his savior. 
Such is the race that seeks him, 
that seeks the face of the God of Jacob. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/25?4
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Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): Matthew 5:1-12A 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS  

This week we have a reflection from Bishop William F. Medley: 

The reading the Church presents to us for the Feast of All Saints from the Book of Revelation presents a vivid 
scene: “... I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, race, people, and 
tongue. They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing white robes and holding palm branches in 
their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, ‘Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on the throne, and from 
the Lamb.’ All the angels stood around the throne and around the elders...”  

The vision of multitudes of every nation, race, people and tongue wearing white robes and bearing palm branches 
has been a favorite of artists over the centuries. We may have heard it said that no one has come back from 
heaven to tell us exactly what to expect—so our imaginations move to visions such as this from Revelation. 
Though formal, it is an appealing vision. 

In the Roman Canon, the first Eucharistic Prayer, we pray, “Remember also, Lord, your servants who have gone 
before us with the sign of faith and rest in the sleep of peace. Grant them, O Lord, we pray, and all who sleep in 
Christ, a place of refreshment, light and peace.”1 This, too, is an appealing image of the glory that awaits those 
who have died in grace.  

Throughout the year the church calls upon us to celebrate many of the great and known saints of history. Their 
stories are often well known and they have been designated as patrons of peoples and special causes. There are 
special patrons of husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, missionaries, athletes, soldiers, doctors, nurses, teachers, 
students, parish priests—and the list goes on and on.   

In our faith we believe that millions, perhaps billions, of faithful people have died and gone on to eternal reward, 
though their names today may be only known by God. As well, there are people whose names are still known to 
us—parents, grandparents, pastors, teachers—whose lives marked our own, whose lives helped to spread faith 
and devotion. We live with confidence that these men and women and children today know a “place of 
refreshment, light and peace.” 

Today we celebrate all those who have “gone before us with the sign of faith.” They are counted among the All 
Saints we venerate today. We are all familiar with the Litany of Saints we pray in our liturgies from time to time 
when we call out the names of the saints and respond, “Pray for us.” On this feast perhaps we might remember 
those who have died whose names are not in any normal litany that we believe now rest with God. Call them by 
name and ask them in their kindness to “Pray for us.” 

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

                                                           
1 The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. Paragraph 95. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God. You may want to ask the following questions: 

  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: Let us give glory to the great God, presenting our needs with trust and confidence. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: God of infinite mercy, hear the prayers of your people — who give praise for all the good things 
that come from you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 
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As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
 
Respond, ye souls in endless rest, ye patriarchs and prophets blest, 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, 
And saints triumphant, raise the song: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
J. Riley, 1858—1947 
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