
CONCERNING POPE FRANCIS’ INTERVIEWS IN THE DOCUMENTARY FRANCESCO:
In this recently released documentary film, which draws on several interviews Pope Francis has
had in recent years, he expresses opinions regarding (in his words) “homosexuals.”  In effect he
says that they have a right to family membership.  He also expresses support for civil unions to
afford them legal protections.

Pope Francis, who has other statements opposing same sex unions as marriage and gender
identity ideology and affirming doctrines of Catholic sexual morality, has nevertheless not
clarified what kind of a family or family relationships “homosexuals” have a right to, nor has he
explicitly excluded from his support of civil unions for “homosexuals” the sexual intimacies
usually associated with these civil unions.  He has allowed an ambiguity to exist here and has
done so for an extended period of time.  His remarks in the documentary are not new to him.

Despite the fact that such documentaries are not modes of papal magisterium, Pope Francis’
opinions depart from the explicit teachings of Pope Saint John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI
which reject Church support for civil unions given their attempt at approximating marriage and
the scope of what they normally entail sexually.  And due to the ambiguity of his statements,
many are taking the Pope’s stated opinions as giving at least tacit support by some in the Church
for the LBGTQ agenda.  At this time neither Pope Francis nor the Vatican have acted to clarify
his positions in an explicitly orthodox direction.

By allowing such ambiguity if not ambivalence to continue, the Pope is allowing scandal and
error about Catholic doctrine to disseminate in the Church and in the world.  He cannot be
unaware of these consequences.  A Catholic may and should in good faith reject the unorthodox
implications of Pope Francis’ ambiguous opinions offered in the documentary.
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