Saints

Peter & Paul
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H
AND SCHOOL
902 East 9th Street • Hopkinsville, KY 42240

Established 1872

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a Roman Catholic Community of Christians called to
be a priestly people, a household of faith, a temple of the
Holy Spirit, a beacon of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church shining for Jesus Christ in the heart of Christian
County.
Rev. Fr. Richard Meredith, Pastor
crmeredith@stsppchurch.org
Rev. Fr. Michael Charles Abiero, Parochial Vicar
mcabiero@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Tim Barnes
tdbarnes@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Roberto Cruz
rcruz@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Trinidad Soriano
Permanent Deacon, Dr. Bill Sweet
wesweet@stsppchurch.org
PARISH OFFICE PHONE: (270) 885-8522
PARISH FAX: (270) 885-5296
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stsppchurch.org
DIOCESAN WEBSITE: www.owensborodiocese.org
VATICAN WEBSITE: www.vatican.va
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
8:00AM-12 NOON • 1:00 PM-4:00 PM MONDAY – FRIDAY
SCHOOL TELEPHONE: (270) 886-0172
SCHOOL FAX: (270) 887-9924
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.stsppschool.org
Tru†h Radio WSPP 93.5 FM (Local Catholic Radio)
Saints Peter and Paul Assistance: 270-886-6027
Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store: 270-632-1037
Store Hours Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday10:00 am-2:00 pm.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH
We give a sincere welcome to all new families moving into
our Parish. Please register with the Parish Office as soon
as possible. Families who plan to move from our parish
community are asked to let us know.

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday evening .................................... 5:00 PM
Sunday ................................. 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Misa en Español ............... 2:00 PM, 10:30 PM
Monday - Saturday ................................ 8:00 AM
Wednesday ......................................... 5:30 PM
Thursday (en Español) - except June Through September
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MINISTRY TO THE SICK
Please notify the Parish Office upon admission of a family
member into any hospital or nursing home. Any parishioner
who is ill or infirm may request anointing in an emergency by
calling the Parish Office, 270-885-8522.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
This is a devotion whereby members of the parish unite in
adopting certain hours of Adoration before the Most Blessed
Sacrament during the day and throughout the night, seven days
a week. (Code required.) There is a regular schedule of adorers but all are welcome to stop in for a visit. Parishioners are
encouraged to sign up for a scheduled weekly Adoration time.
Please contact Bill & Jenny Rush at 270-885-2888, if you are
interested in adopting an hour or if you can be a substitute or
prayer partner Available hours: Sunday 12am, Monday 2am,
Wednesday 2am & Saturday 10 pm. Please help!! A Prayer
Partner is needed for Tuesday 9am

Parish Pastoral Council
Lana Bastin, Administration ………………...bastins2@yahoo.com
Stephanie Blankenberger, Principal
stephanie.blankenberger@sppshopkinsville.org
Jan Buckner, Family Life ....………….janet.buckner59@gmail.com
Dee Dailey, Vice Chair & Worship..….…....dalyfrau2@gmail.com
Libby Downs, Pastoral Associate ……….ljdowns@stsppchurch.org
Hilda Gonzalez, Social Concerns.……....linareshilda@outlook.com
Fran Marko, Secretary…………………………..franmarko@gmail.com
Morgan Murray, Chair & Spiritual Life…..…mcm1811@yahoo.com
Robert Tyree, Education….……………..roberttyree@kycourts.net

School News
We had a great first two weeks of school! Students are
doing an awesome job wearing masks, sanitizing their
hands, and practicing social distancing. It's definitely been a
learning experience but we are so thankful to our families
for their help in making the back to school process go so
well. Please continue to keep SPPS students, staff, and families in your prayers as we navigate this unprecedented
school year!
We are in need of additional substitute teachers. If you
are interested, please contact Stephanie Blankenberger at
the email address listed in the graphic or call the school office.
We are also in need of substitute bus drivers. If you are
interested, please contact Jennifer Groves at jennifer.groves@sppshopkinsville.org or call the school office.
Happy Grandparents Day to all of our grandparents! We
are sad that we couldn't do
an event at school this year
because of Covid guidelines. We hope to be able
to host some type of event
honoring our grandparents
this spring!

PARISH OFFICE — 270-885-8522
Tom Buehrle, Director Of Stewardship ………………….. twbuehrle@att.net
Brenda Chaudoin, Office Manager…ext 3105…….. bchaudoin@stsppchurch.org
Libby Downs, Pastoral Associate....ext 3103…........ ljdowns@stsppchurch.org
Leigh Ann Johnson, Financial Assistance Coordinator………...270-886-6027
Steve Kinnard, Maintenance Foreman...ext 3116....skinnard@stsppchurch.org
Angie Phillip, Sts. Peter and Paul Thrift Store Mgr……………..270-632-1037
Mayra Tirado, Hispanic Ministry Asst...ext 3102….mtirado@stsppchurch.org
Sue Wassmer, Secretary…ext 3100……………swassmer@stsppchurch.org
Dan Wilkinson, Music Director...ext 3104………dwilkinson@stsppchurch.org

SCHOOL OFFICE — 270-886-0172
Stephanie Blankenberger, Principal...ext 3213
stephanie.blankenberger@sppshopkinsville.org
Jennifer Groves, Secretary...ext 3214 jennifer.groves@sppshopkinsville.org
Nita Felker, Receptionist... ..ext 3230.….schooloffice@sppshopkinsville.org

The Catholic Church teaches that the sexual abuse of any person is a
grave moral evil. To report any instance of sexual abuse by anyone
acting in the name of the Catholic Church, (priests, deacon, employee
or volunteer), please call the Diocesan Pastoral Assistance Coordinator, using the dedicated confidential phone-line (270-852-8380) as
well as the Diocesan web site (www.owensborodiocese.org/safe).
† SACRAMENTS †
† Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard Saturday from 2:00 PM
to 4:00 PM and Wednesday at 4:30 PM. Confessions will be heard
by appointment as well.
† Baptism: Baptismal Preparation Class - Our next class will be
announced. Please call the Parish Office to register.
† Marriage: Contact the Office six months prior to the desired date.
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Grandparents Day: Being a grandparent is one of the most
rewarding relationships you can have. It’s the same unconditional love you feel for your children but with fewer struggles and a lot more fun!
15 Quotes About the Joys of Grandparenting
1. “I used to think I was too old to fall in love again, then I
became a grandparent.” – author unknown
2. “Grandchildren are the dots that connect the lines from
generation to generation.” – Lois Wyse
3. “It is one of nature’s ways that we often feel closer to
distant generations than to the generation immediately
preceding us.” – Igor Stravinsky
4. “If God had intended us to follow recipes, he wouldn’t
have given us grandmothers.” ~Linda Henley
5. “Grandmas are moms with lots of frosting.” – author
unknown
6. “A grandfather is someone with silver in his hair and
gold in his heart.” – author unknown
7. “Few things are more delightful than grandchildren
fighting over your lap.” – Doug Larson
8. “Every generation revolts against its fathers and makes
friends with its grandfathers.” – Lewis Mumford
9. “Holding these babies in my arms makes me realize the
miracle my husband and I began.” – Betty Ford
10. “The best dads get promoted to grandpa.” – author
unknown
11. “A grandmother is a little bit parent, a little bit teacher,
and a little bit best friend.” – author unknown
12. “A grandfather is someone you can look up to no matter how tall you grow.” – author unknown
13. “Beautiful young people are accidents of nature, but
beautiful old people are works of art.” – Eleanor Roosevelt
14. “One of the most powerful hand clasps is that of a new
grand baby around the finger of a grandfather.” – Joy
Hargrove
15. “Because (grandparents) are usually free to love and
guide and befriend the young without having to take
daily responsibility for them, they can often reach out
past pride and fear of failure and close the space between generations.” – Jimmy Carter
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Blessing of Grandparents
Lord God almighty,
bless our grandparents
with long life, happiness, and health.
May they remain constant in your love
and be living signs of your presence
to their children and grandchildren.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Catechetical Sunday – Next Weekend: Catechetical
Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that
each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel. It is an
annual opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a
community of faith. We celebrate
this next weekend at each Mass.
How are parents, the primary catechists of their children,
recognized on Catechetical Sunday?
Parents are truly the primary catechists of their children.
They prepare the soil and plant the first seeds of faith. On
Catechetical Sunday, we not only highlight the work of catechists in parishes and schools, but we also commend parents
and guardians and encourage them to take seriously their
role of making their Catholic households a place where faith
is passed on to the next generation. This is why the rite of
blessing of catechists used on Catechetical Sunday includes
a blessing of parents and guardians

IF YOU HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR
A SIGN FROM GOD … THIS IS IT!
Are you interested in the Catholic Church?
Do you have a desire to grow in knowledge and faith?
You are invited on September 24th at 6:30 pm to
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
No doubt our sessions will differ a bit from the usual,
but we will begin with a prayerful kick-off
in the Church
Contact Libby at 279-885-8522 for details.
IN THESE CRAZY TIMES,
WE NEED THE LORD MORE THAN EVER!
Again this weekend, in each pew you will find a card
asking you to provide us a name of someone – coworker, friend, family, neighbor – who you would like us to
invite to RCIA. Just know we will send them a letter of invi-

tation. Your name is not included in the letter; however, if
you provide us a name, would you like to serve on the team,
would you like to be their sponsor, if they ask you; would
you commit to praying for them.
Middle and High School Youth: On Wednesday, September 30th at 6:30 p.m. we will have our Opening Session for
our youth program outside with games and activities (if it
rains, we will move into the church). This program is for
youth from 6th grade to 12th grade, and on this first night, at
least one parent MUST be present throughout this first night.
Part of this night we will discuss procedures – pick-up/drop
off; how and when volunteers will be taking temperatures,
weekly forms that will be completed; process for dinner
each week; materials to be used; meet your youths’ teachers
for this year and we will discuss upcoming activities being
planned for our youth. Registration forms are available in
the narthex. Please return these to Libby as soon as possible. It would be helpful if they are returned BEFORE,
Wednesday, September 30th. Please mark your calendar
now. Each family, who has participated in the past, should
have received a letter in the mail this week.
Wednesday, September 30th at 6:30 p.m.
Opening Kick-Off for
our Middle and High School Programs
Outside Activities – so dress appropriately

College Student Care Packages
We will be conducting our College Care Packages a little
differently this year. So, we are beginning preparations
now to provide “goodie boxes” to brighten up our college
students lives. We will be mailing these packages at the
beginning of October so we need your support and assistance. Below is a list of items we would like to include in
their packages. If you are able to help provide these items,
please drop them off in the parish office building or see
Libby in the sacristy. If you would like to help pay for the
postage of these packages (approximately $400.00),
please place your donation in an envelope marked
“College Care Packages” and drop it in the collection basket. If you need more information, or need to submit your
child’s college address, please email Libby at
ljdowns@stsppchurch.org.
Items Needed:
Hot cocoa packets
Snack crackers
Gum/Mints
Small chip packages
Breakfast bars
Popcorn packs
Little Debbie snacks
Chapstick/Cough drops
Trail mix
Tissues – small packs
Lotion – travel size
Individual hand sanitizers
Paintsville Project: For almost 20 years we have supported St. Michael’s Parish in Paintsville, Kentucky with a trailer
full of clothing, coats, shoes, household items, toys, and many
other items. This year we want to continue to serve them
and assist those in great need in our own state. In speaking
with Sister Nancy, they are accepting donations and are
counting on us for assistance. At this point, know we are in
the planning process. Our Middle and High School religious
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Calendar September 13-19

Sun:
Wed:
Thu:
Sat:

Religious Ed Packets available-Narthex
Parish Holy Hour-4 pm
Rosary Makers-8:45 am, HFR
Choir Practices-Spanish 5:30 pm, English 6:30 pm
RCIA Team Mtg.-6:30 pm, HFR
Finance Comm-Noon, OA
Religious Education Packets Available
Mums distributed all weekend Masses-lower lot

Readings for the week of September 13, 2020
Sunday:
Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10,
11-12/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35
Monday:
Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,
38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17
Tuesday:
1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 31:2 and 3b,
3cd-4, 5-6, 15-16, 20/Jn 19:25-27
Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31-13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12
and 22/Lk 7:31-35
Thursday:
1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17,
28/Lk 7:36-50
Friday:
1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and
15/Lk 8:1-3
Saturday:
1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12,
13-14/Lk 8:4-15
Next Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18/
Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a LPI ©
education teachers have discussed how this will look different
because we cannot use the gym for storage of donations
since it is being used by our school for Extended Care. So
begin gathering your items and we will let you know the
drop off dates and times and when delivery will be to
Paintsville. If you and or your family would like to help deliver these items, please let Libby know. Thank you for your
continue support and sharing of our excess to those in need.
Thank you Card: We received a Thank You card
we wanted to share with you.
Dear Saints Peter and Paul:
Thank you so much for all your love and support
during our loss of our sister Janice Maria Bartsch. The Service was such a blessing to us as well as the phone calls,
prayers and your presence. Virginia White, daughter of
Janice Bartsch
Get Well Cards: We need your HELP! Could
you please help us by sending cards to the following people to help cheer them and wishing
them to get well soon? All address are Hopkinsville unless otherwise noted.
1. Mike Groves– 1160 S Tanyard Rd, Cadiz, KY 42211
2. Mike Stocker – 633 Hunters Lane
3. Norma Folz – 205 Marietta Drive
4. Tommy Folz – 970 Boddie Rd, Herndon, KY 42236
Planning your Funeral: We have had several families ask
if they can pre-arrange their Funeral Service and Mass? The
answer, of course, is yes. There are many reasons you may
wish to go ahead and plan your funeral services – all your
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Mass Intentions
Mon, Sep 14
8:00 am
Tue, Sep 15
8:00 am
Wed, Sep 16
8:00 am
5:30 pm
Thu, Sep 17
8:00 am
5:30 pm Spanish
Fri, Sep 18
8:00 am
Sat, Sep 19
8:00 am
5:00 pm

THE EXALTATION OF THE
HOLY CROSS
† BOB BROWN
OUR LADY OF SORROWS
† MARY DEAN
ST. CORNELIUS & ST CYPRIAN
NO MASS
WINTER & PAUL RUSH
ST. ROBERT BELLARMINE
† LYNDA COMBS
NO MASS

† PAT ESPOSITO
ST. JANUARIUS
† FRANKI & GENE DURBIN
† LARRY PUCKETT
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN
Sun, Sep 20
ORDINARY TIME
CONFIRMATION STUDENTS
8:00 am
JAMES LANSFORD
10:30 am
GINNY BARNES
2:00 pm Spanish
FOR THE PEOPLE
10:30 pm Spanish
† Indicates Requiem Mass
SANCTUARY LAMP
NO REQUESTED INTENTION
ADORATION CHAPEL CANDLES
LIVING AND DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE
GRANT BEARDSLEY FAMILY
Budget News

September 6, 2020
Contributing Households

Envelopes
Online Donations/EFT
Loose collection Cash
Loose collection Checks
Weekly Total
Weekly Parish Budget Needs
2019/20 Diocesan Assessment Past Due
2020/21 Diocesan Assessment due 6/2021

54
43
19
116

$9,175
$7,000
$455
$2,050
$18,680
$18,614
$34,717
$67,352

family members live away from
Hopkinsville, you wish to take this
responsibility off the shoulders of
your family, you may have specific
desires you wish to take place. All
of this can be planned very easily.
Call or email Libby ljdowns@stsppchurch.org to set up an
appointment. When complete, a copy resides at the parish, a copy for you and a copy for your funeral home if
you have also pre-arranged with them.
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In Need of Prayers… Carriage Way Assisted Living- Eleanor
Rogers, Albert Weakly Western State Nursing Facility- Debbie
Dickerson, Ellen Jones Christian Health Center- Lillian Cotthoff,
Norma Downs, Barbara Holubecki Morningside of HopkinsvilleThelma Budias Others.. Helen Allard, Bob Arnold, Dick & Jackie
Arnold, Dennis & Sabrina Baker, Mike Beck, Sherry Beck, Holly
Bivins, Sue Boguskie, Ruth Britt, Helen Brown, Judy Brummett,
Teresa Burnside, Sherry Calhoun, Pam Carrico, Sam Chesnut,
Norma Folz, Martha Fowler, Nancy Freeman, Ron & Janice Godot, Jim Gorman, Bill Hancock, William Hancock, Bill Henney,
Heather Jeffries, Carol Johnson, Greg Jones, Olivia Jones, Tony
Jones, Charlie Keel, Jane Lucas, Kathy Lytle, June Mahoney,
WP Meredith III, John & Cheryl Mezzoni, Joe Mezzoni Sr., Jim
Milazzo, Andy & Carol Moran, Cecelia Omundson, Teresa Pazin,
Maddox Pepper, Emily Pyle, Kaleigh Rainey, Martha Reed,
Jayden Rosman, Tara & Dylan Rush, Jerry Russell, Al Rutland,
Janet Rutland, Mary Jean Schowe, Ryan Semrau, Tony Simning &
Family, Mary Catherine Smith, Beth Snyder, Rocky Spader, Mike
& Marilyn Stocker, Georgiann Svestka, Mary Swicicki, Jerry
Thomas, Fr. Mario Tizziana, Ron Todd, Erin Valenti, Clyde Wallace, Charles Watzek, Helen Winstead, James Wittschack, Pamela Mezzoni Wofford, Arthur Zaragozo & Family.
Please Pray for our Deployed
Military & Families
Ryan Harrison, Trey Johnston & Quin Perry
Knights of Columbus - Columbus Coin Give-Away:
Recognizing the upcoming canonization of Fr. Michael J.
McGivney, the Knights of Columbus will be
giving away two coins: an 1892 half dollar coin commemorating the 400th anniversary of the voyage of Columbus and a
1992 half dollar coin commemorating the
500th anniversary of his voyage. Entry
forms are available in the narthex and
may be returned either by mail or by being placed in the
offering basket. There is no cost to enter, although donations will be accepted. We ask that there be only one entry
per person.
Aaron McNeil House: K of C Council 7847 recognizes that
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, our daily lives have
changed probably forever. As a result, we are
unable to make our usual monthly non-perishable
food donation to the Aaron McNeil House (AMH),
as they would prefer no food donations, but we
also know that those in need of assistance from the AMH
have probably grown.
So, council 7847 is proud to lead an initiative to collect
monetary donations on a monthly basis for AMH. Any
amount is useful, so if you’re able to donate $1, $5, $10 or
whatever amount to AMH, simply place your check made
out to the K of C Council 7847 in the collection basket or
mail us a check directly to:
K of C Council 7847
PO Box 1215 Hopkinsville, KY 42240
The council will collect these funds and then roll up the collection to the nearest hundred dollars and donate directly
to AMH, each month. God bless you!

LAY MINISTERS
SEPTEMBER 19/20 - 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Saturday, 5:00 pm
Altar Servers ................................................. Mary Moehlman
Cross Bearer ................................................................................
Commentator .......................................................... Pam Sweet
Lectors .................................................................. Pam Sweet
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ................. Tony Esposito
Choir Loft ...........................................................Sherry Viall
Ushers ......................................................... Ken Tiell, Julie Tiell
....................................................... Pat Puckett, Bobbi Goulet
Sunday, 8:00 am
Altar Servers ........................... Elizabeth and Aaron Stevens
Cross Bearer ................................................................................
Commentator ................................................... Heidi Wheeler
Lectors ......................................Jenny Rush, Heidi Wheeler
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ................Carolyn Spurr
Choir Loft ......................................................Kylee Spurr
Ushers ............................................... Chuck Spurr, Dirk Downs
............................................................. Gary Harden, Bill Rush
Sunday, 10:30 am
Altar Servers ............................... Jon Allard, Mason Malone
Cross Bearer ................................................................................
Commentator ....................................................... David Allard
Lectors ............................................................... David Allard
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ......... Wendy Anderson
Choir Loft .................................................. Theresa Perry
Ushers .................................... Lindsay Garnett, Billy Garnett
............................................. Bruce Wilcox, Steve Greenwell
Domingo 2:00 pm
Comentarista: ..................................................... Emmanuel Ixcol
1-2 Lectura: .............................. Emmanuel Ixcol, Lupita Rosas
Ministro E: ............................................................. Yolanda Perry
Hospitalidad: .......................... Chano Vieyra, Tomas Macario
Monaguillos: ................................................................................
Faithful Citizenship: In two months we will have the privilege of voting for a president and other local and national
offices. The US Bishops have an important letter titled
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.” It is a teaching document on the political responsibility of Catholics. The
document does not tell us whom to vote for and endorses
no particular candidate or political party. Rather, it outlines the various moral issues and principles that must be
taken into consideration when casting a vote. It is important
to note that neither major party, nor candidate, fully adheres to the moral teaching of the Catholic Church. We
encourage you to read the Bishops’ document which can be
found at: www.usccb.org and then to make an informed
and prayerful choice when you cast your ballot.

Grandparents Day
Sunday, September 13th
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Pastor’s Greeting,
The parable of the unforgiving servant
(Matthew 18:21-35) uses real numbers of
coinage which the current NAB translation
presents as “a huge amount” and “a much
smaller amount.” In many other places
the translators insist on word for word translation and even
the ancient word structure (which often makes for very poor
English). I find this to be curious. The amount owed to the
King in the first instance is literally “ten thousand talents.”
The smaller amount in the second instance is specifically
“one hundred denarii.” The “talent” was a coin of great but
varying value made of copper, of silver, or of gold. Some
time ago, based on some research, I estimated that one talent was worth approximately fifteen years of common daily
wages for a laborer. One denarius was the common daily
wage at the time of Jesus. So, fifteen years’ worth of the
common daily wage was (365 X 15 = 5,475) is 5,475 denarii = 1 talent. One servant owed another servant 100
denarii. That other servant owed the King 10,000 talents or
54,750,000 denarii. That happens to amount to approximately 150,000 years of common wages.
Now I have heard economics referred to as the dismal
science. I do not comprehend its mysteries. There were
people in Jesus’ day as in ours who managed vast sums of
money, who dealt in vast and varied wealth. Why the
translators would omit the actual terms of the wealth in
question, I do not know. It is conceivable that the first servant who owed the King 10,000 talents, while presently short
of funds, might have had the means of re-accumulating vast
sums in a reasonable time. As the story goes, probably not.
Clearly, the King understood that the promise to repay was
a pitiable lie and decided to write off the vast debt out of
compassion for the man’s groveling. His ability to dismiss
the debt indicates that his majesty is immensely wealthy and
un-phased by the loss. The debt, however, is re-claimed
later, not out of need on the part of the King but as a response to the servant’s mean ingratitude. The King decides
that justice is to subject that servant to torture while selling
off his wife, his children, and all his property. Even at that,
it’s a short sell.
The second servant of the parable, fellow to the first,
owed the first servant a mere 100 days wages, a temporary and short term debt. His plea that he would in a short
time pay it back in full was simply true. The enormous contrast in the two debts contrasts similarly with the disparity of
the two men’s pleas. That the servant forgiven the enormous
debt should not forgive or at the least be patient with the
tiny debt of his fellow servant is almost inconceivably and
stupidly cruel. “Should he not have had pity on his fellow
servant, as the King had pity on him?”
By answering yes to this question, we tend to convict
ourselves. Of course, this is what Jesus is setting us up to do.
If I ask and accept God’s mercy, I am bound to forgive all
who are personally in debt to me. The Lord insists on this
element of the Lord’s Prayer. It is not that the Lord is cruel,
it’s an inherent part of being able to receive Divine mercy.
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Truly to receive Divine mercy, I must be transformed into its
likeness. The problem is that I perceive my poverty in myself more than my wealth in God. God’s cancelling my debt
is no less than Christ assuming its responsibility for me. He
offers himself to me as substitution for the debts to me which
others cannot pay. He asks that in accepting him I relinquish
my accusation against what others owe to me. He offers to
settle the score if I give my demands against others over to
him. Will I cling to my demands against my fellow human
beings, insisting on my terms, instead of accepting the gift of
God himself as a substitute compensation? I cannot have it
both ways. The settlement will either be the way of God’s
infinite mercy (redemption and a new future) or the way of
insisting on the human debt.
It is insane and surpassing stupid, even sinful, to insist on
my own will as the justice I demand, preferring this to the
merciful will of God in Christ. It is to choose a poison, deadly in its effects, instead of choosing a holy medicine which
will heal my injuries and make me whole. That is God’s justice. Fr. Richard
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Monday, September 14th
The Story of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of the
Roman Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem in search of
the holy places of Christ’s life. She
razed the second-century Temple
of Aphrodite, which tradition held
was built over the Savior’s tomb,
and her son built the Basilica of
the Holy Sepulcher on that spot.
During the excavation, workers found three crosses. Legend
has it that the one on which Jesus died was identified when
its touch healed a dying woman.
The cross immediately became an object of veneration.
At a Good Friday celebration in Jerusalem toward the end
of the fourth century, according to an eyewitness, the wood
was taken out of its silver container and placed on a table
together with the inscription Pilate ordered placed above
Jesus’ head: Then “all the people pass through one by one;
all of them bow down, touching the cross and the inscription,
first with their foreheads, then with their eyes; and, after
kissing the cross, they move on.”
To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on the
September anniversary of the basilica’s dedication. The
feast entered the Western calendar in the seventh century
after Emperor Heraclius recovered the cross from the Persians, who had carried it off in 614, 15 years earlier. According to the story, the emperor intended to carry the cross
back into Jerusalem himself, but was unable to move forward until he took off his imperial garb and became a
barefoot pilgrim.

