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LITURGY OF THE WORD  

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HYMN 
 
Where Charity and Love Prevail 
 
Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found; 
Brought here together by Christ’s love, by love are we thus bound. 
 
With grateful joy and holy fear, God’s charity we learn; 
Let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in return. 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
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you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Leader:  Let us pray, 

O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, 
that those who believe in Christ 
may receive true freedom 
and an everlasting inheritance. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 

Refrain (all together):  If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD; 
let us acclaim the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us joyfully sing psalms to him. 

Refrain (all together):  If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Come, let us bow down in worship; 
let us kneel before the LORD who made us. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides. 

Refrain (all together):  If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Oh, that today you would hear his voice: 
“Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as in the day of Massah in the desert, 
Where your fathers tempted me; 
they tested me though they had seen my works.” 

Refrain (all together):  If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
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Second Reading: Romans 13:8-10 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): Matthew 18:15-20 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS  

This week we have a reflection from Lauren Johnson, Co-Coordinator of the Office of Worship for the Diocese of 
Owensboro:  

It can be difficult to speak out against evil these days. Speaking up means making yourself vulnerable to attack or 
criticism—even from the side you are speaking on behalf of if you don’t share the message just right. This can 
cause us to be paralyzed with fear and choose not to speak out at all. On the other end of the spectrum, we are 
bombarded with messages that tempt us to see issues and people as pure evil or pure good. This is especially true 
in the heated political climate that we are living in as we approach the upcoming election. Thus, sometimes when 
we do speak out, it can be filled with emotion and hatred rather than God’s love which seeks the good of the other 
instead of their condemnation. In scripture, there is a message for us about how to handle this struggle.  

In today’s readings, God is affirming us in our baptismal duty to “share in Christ’s prophetic office” (Lumen 
Gentium, 12). Just as the Lord was reminding Ezekiel that, as His prophet, it was his sacred duty to share God’s 
word with the lost, we as baptized Catholics share that privilege and responsibility as well. However, if our 
intentions are wrong and we lack the humility and love of Christ, we risk doing more harm than good. If you read 
on, God is clear as to what our intentions ought to be: “As I live, says the Lord God, I swear I take no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked man, but rather in the wicked man’s conversion, that he may live” (Ezekiel 33:11, NAB). 
God is not interested in making ourselves look good or winning an argument. God is also not pleased by our 
silence in the face of fear as we reject our call as prophet. God is concerned with the conversion of souls. This 
requires both vulnerability and humility and it all starts with our own conversion.  

Conversion means to completely orient ourselves toward God, which is a life-long process, not a one-time event. 
This means that speaking out against evil is not simply pointing out someone else’s wrongdoing, but 
acknowledging our own shortcomings and need for transformation. Only then can we lead others to Christ. When 
we are in the process of conversion, we are whole-heartedly seeking the will of God first, not our own glory, and 
love becomes our driving force rather than personal gratification or political agenda. In our second reading, Paul 
confirms this by telling us that loving your neighbor as yourself is the fulfillment of the law. Therefore, it does not 
matter how right you may be if your speech is not imbued with the love of God. 

God’s utmost desire is the conversion and salvation of souls, not their condemnation. Today, let us reflect on 
whether or not we are actively participating in Christ’s prophetic office as we are called to do. Let us remember 
that this first requires our own conversion so that we can align our intentions with God’s, which compels us to “do 
all things in love” (1 Corinthians 16:14). 

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God. You may want to ask the following questions: 

  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: Let us give glory to the great God, presenting our needs with trust and confidence. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: God of infinite mercy, hear the prayers of your people — who give praise for all the good things 
that come from you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 

As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 
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HYMN 

Where Charity and Love Prevail 
 
No race nor creed can love exclude if honored be God’s name; 
Our family embraces all whose Father is the same. 
Based on Ubi Caritas, 9th century 
Omer Westendorf, 1916—1997, ©1960, WLP. 
All rights reserved.  Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-702420. 
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