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LITURGY OF THE WORD  

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HYMN 
 
What Wondrous Love Is This 
 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb who is the great “I Am,” 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
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you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Leader:  Let us pray, 

O God of might, giver of every good gift, 
put into our hearts the love of your name, 
so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 
you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, 
keep safe what you have nurtured. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 

Refrain (all together):  My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

O God, you are my God whom I seek; 
for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts 
like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water. 

Refrain (all together):  My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary 
to see your power and your glory, 
For your kindness is a greater good than life; 
my lips shall glorify you. 

Refrain (all together):  My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

Thus will I bless you while I live; 
lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
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As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied, 
and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.  

Refrain (all together):  My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

You are my help, 
and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. 
My soul clings fast to you; 
your right hand upholds me. 

Refrain (all together):  My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-2 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): Matthew 16:21-27 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS  

This week we have a reflection from Deacon Tim Barnes, who serves at Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in 
Hopkinsville: 

Within the lectionary scriptures are often chosen which deliver a similar message. The scriptures chosen for this 
weekend especially seem to illustrate this. The prophet Jeremiah speaks very frankly to God. The words express 
bitterness and resentment. It is not too hard to understand why Jeremiah felt this way. Jeremiah was a prophet sent 
to tell his people of the coming destruction of their land- their home. Jeremiah delivered a difficult message and 
as a result he was not very popular. He admonished the people for forsaking God and his laws. He delivered a 
message which was politically incorrect for his time. Jeremiah delivered a message that people did not want to 
hear. To make him even more unpopular he emphasized that the people had abandoned the Lord for other gods—
the coming destruction was of their own making. It is not too hard to understand why Jeremiah was not well liked.  

This provides some context for today’s reading. The reading is Jeremiah’s prayer to God. He expresses his 
frustration and anger at God. But in the end his passion for the Lord and the Lord’s message is expressed: “it 
becomes like fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones; I grow weary holding it in.” In the end, Jeremiah 
was a prophet put on the earth to deliver God’s message to his people and despite the hardships and difficulties, 
Jeremiah served his Lord. 

The life of Paul has at least a few similarities to the life of Jeremiah. Paul delivered the gospel message to many 
people who were most anxious to receive it. However, the gospel message ran contrary to many aspects of the 
culture of the day. The results of Paul's faithfulness to his mission is best expressed through his own words: 

I have been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and 
again. Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, 
once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, I 
have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger 
from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at 
sea; and in danger from false believers.  I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I 
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have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. (2 
Corinthians 11:23-27) 

In the second reading today, Paul exhorts the readers (us) to present ourselves to God as a living sacrifice. It is 
certainly noble to have the courage to die for a cause, but Paul exhorts us to live for our cause—that is the gospel 
of our Lord. By the examples of Jeremiah and Paul we are to get out of our comfort zone and be conformed to the 
gospel rather than our culture.  

The words of today’s gospel are perfectly in sync with Paul’s words, “whoever wishes to come after me must 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” I guess if there is one word that could tie the three readings 
together, that word would be sacrifice. Sacrifice is most certainly a major aspect of the Christian life. But there is 
one thing we are never asked to give up, and that is joy. It is strange that while following Christ may involve 
sacrifices and hardships, it results in an abundance of joy. I pray that all of us will be able to live a life that 
conforms to the gospel and leads us to an eternity of joy. 

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God. You may want to ask the following questions: 

  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: Let us give glory to the great God, presenting our needs with trust and confidence. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: God of infinite mercy, hear the prayers of your people — who give praise for all the good things 
that come from you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 

As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

What Wondrous Love Is This 
 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 
And through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And through eternity, I’ll sing on. 
Alexander Means, 1801—1883. 
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