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LITURGY OF THE WORD- TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HYMN 
 
Church of God, Elect and Glorious   
(Sung to the tune of “Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus”) 
 
Church of God, elect and glorious, holy nation, chosen race; 
Called as God’s own special people,  
royal priests and heirs of grace: 
Know the purpose of your calling, show to all his mighty deeds: 
Tell of love that knows no limits, grace that meets all human needs. 
 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
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you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Leader:  Let us pray, 

O God, who cause the minds of the faithful 
to unite in a single purpose, 
grant your people to love what you command 
and to desire what you promise, 
that, amid the uncertainties of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed on that place 
where true gladness is found. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Isaiah 22:19-23 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, 
for you have heard the words of my mouth; 
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise; 
I will worship at your holy temple. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 

I will give thanks to your name, 
because of your kindness and your truth: 
When I called, you answered me; 
you built up strength within me. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 

The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, 
and the proud he knows from afar. 
Your kindness, O LORD, endures forever; 
forsake not the work of your hands. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
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Refrain (all together):  Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 

Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): Matthew 16:13-20 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS  

This week we have a reflection from Deacon Richard Beaven, who serves at Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church 
in Henderson: 

Todays’ readings show us the superiority of God’s divine plan in comparison to the way humans plan their lives. 
The Lord sends Isaiah the prophet to visit Shebna. Isaiah tells Shebna he has become filled with his own vanity. 
He has put himself above all others in his palace. Shebna has basically become full of himself. He has admiration 
only for what he has done and what he has become. Isaiah tells Shebna that Eliakim will replace him. The Lord 
wants someone in charge who will look out for his people. 

In the second reading, St. Paul writes of the vastness of the wisdom and knowledge of our God. Who can begin to 
see the big picture as God has planned it? No one. “For who has known the mind of the Lord or who has   been 
his counselor?”  The answer is simply … no one. “Or who has given the Lord anything that he may be repaid?” 
The answer again is the same…no one. 

We can never do anything in our lives where God owes us anything. We can raise families, answer a vocational 
call, donate a large sum of money to a good cause, or do countless works of charity. These things are all 
admirable. I’m sure our efforts do please God.  But God still doesn’t owe you. For God is the Creator; each of us 
is part of his creation. He instilled all those good qualities in us. Those qualities that he has given us have enabled 
us to do the good works. The good things that we do are our gifts back to the Lord. We need to remember we can 
never earn Heaven.  It will always be a gift. But, also remember, we belong to a loving God. Live for him every 
day of your life.  

This memory came to my mind as I was pondering over today’s Gospel. I remember working out with weights in 
my basement one day. My son, who was very young at the time, followed me downstairs and was curious as to 
what I was doing. I was taking a rest break, probably with my tongue hanging out. My son looked at me, wide-
eyed, with his sippy cup in one hand and said, “Daddy you must be the strongest man in the world.” I told him, “I 
am, Matthew, but don’t tell your Uncle Wayne because he thinks that he is.” Scripture tells us that Jesus laughed, 
wept, and got tired and hungry. He also wanted to retreat to be by himself at times. But I also think he would mess 
with people at times with humor, even when the people didn’t realize it like I had with my son that day. 

Jesus posed the question, “Who do people say that I am?” I’m sure Jesus listened with delight, like he was 
listening to little children, as the disciples answered his question. They answered, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” Jesus knew that no one knew who he was because it 
had not been revealed to any of them yet, but he still wanted to hear their answers. 

Then Jesus zeroed in on his disciples, “But who do you say that I am?”  Peter responded, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” Peter was probably stunned that such a profound answer had come out of his own mouth. 
Jesus grounded Peter to his senses quickly when he said, “Blessed are you, Simon, son of Judah.  For flesh and 
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blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father (has).” Peter made many blunders in his relationship 
with the Lord. Our Lord didn’t give up on him and he won’t give up on each of us. God had a special plan for 
Peter and he has a special purpose for each of us. 

We live in a culture that can seem toxic at times. There is noise all around us. It is easy to be misled in the 
confusion caused by the devil. Our individual rights are very important, but they are not the most important thing. 
Pleasing our God is the most important thing. May we pray for each other in these troubling times. May we put 
our will aside and listen for direction from our God. In following God’s will, it is there that we will find lasting 
peace, just like Peter, our first Pope, found his peace.   

May God bless our efforts.  

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God.  You may want to ask the following questions: 

  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: Let us give glory to the great God, presenting our needs with trust and confidence. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: God of infinite mercy, hear the prayers of your people — who give praise for all the good things 
that come from you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 

As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

Church of God, Elect and Glorious   
(Sung to the tune of “Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus”) 
 
Church of God, elect and holy, be the people God intends; 
Strong in faith and swift to answer  
each command your Master sends: 
Royal priests, fulfill your calling through your sacrifice and prayer; 
Give your lives in joyful service— sing his praise, his love declare. 
 
James Sneddon, © 1983, Hope Publishing Company..  Used with permission under OneLicense. net A− 702420. 
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