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LITURGY OF THE WORD- TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HYMN 
 
Jesus Heard With Deep Compassion   
(Sung to the tune of “Sing of Mary”) 
 
Jesus heard with deep compassion  
pleas for healing, cries of pain; 
Cured the lame and cleansed the leper,  
gave the blind their sight again. 
At his voice, tormenting spirits 
fled a madman’s tortured mind. 
Clothed and healed, he went rejoicing, 
home and family to find. 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Leader:  Let us pray, 

O God, who have prepared for those who love you 
good things which no eye can see, 
fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of your love, 
so that, loving you in all things and above all things, 
we may attain your promises, 
which surpass every human desire. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 

Refrain (all together):  O God, let all the nations praise you! 

May God have pity on us and bless us; 
may he let his face shine upon us. 
So may your way be known upon earth; 
among all nations, your salvation. 

Refrain (all together):  O God, let all the nations praise you! 

May the nations be glad and exult 
because you rule the peoples in equity; 
the nations on the earth you guide. 

Refrain (all together):  O God, let all the nations praise you! 

May the peoples praise you, O God; 
may all the peoples praise you! 
May God bless us, 
and may all the ends of the earth fear him! 

Refrain (all together):  O God, let all the nations praise you! 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
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Second Reading: Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): Matthew 15:21-28 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS  

This week we have a reflection from Deacon Brett Mills, who serves at Blessed Mother Catholic Church in 
Owensboro: 

The foreigner will be brought to salvation, people of all nations will exercise the capacity to praise God, there are 
those who may always be Gentile to our practices who will demonstrate the kind of faith that should inspire us. 
Isn't all of that just the greatest of good news? If we are honest with ourselves, we need to admit that sometimes 
we all jealously feel and act like God's open invitation to saving righteousness throws our sense of “we were here 
first,” and “this has been promised to us,” to the dogs.  

Yes, of course, God wants us to have a strong sense of identity from a devoted Catholic practice that's integrated 
into the way we live every day. Yes, of course, God wants us to know that the promise of Salvation History was, 
is and will be for us in and as the practicing Church. At the same time, we are called to enjoy our devout identity 
and promised placement with the understanding – really the responsibility – to love like neither our identity nor 
our priority give us the right to treat any other human being in a way that excludes them from God's invitation. 
We are tempted to act under an illusion of preclusion. Yet, if we act to exclude someone from the dignity that all 
people have as redeemed to their created image of God, we are telling God, “No, from the start you can't invite 
this one!” That is not enjoying our identified place in God's plan. Instead it's an attempt to take God's place and 
plan for ourselves. 

God truly invites everyone to salvation. Jesus Christ's life, death, and Resurrection – the invitation itself – is for 
everyone. Sadly, God's invitation will not be accepted by all. The knowledge of who will not and why is God's 
alone. We can all only rightly live like we've been given a “Jesus” button and sent into a room full of people to 
find and honor another person designated with the same “Jesus” button in that room. We discover upon entering 
that room that everyone is wearing a “Jesus” button just like ours. To faithfully complete the task we have to 
honor everyone in that room, likely finding that someone will be honoring us for the same reason. Once the reality 
of that situation sets in, our presumptions about others and jealousies for our own sake can truly fade into joy that 
hopes for all people in that room.  

Consider two things that Jesus does in this week's Gospel. He challenges the Canaanite woman with the typical 
attitude of Jewish culture toward her origins, as if she were no better than a dog. When she persists in pleading 
faithfully, he calls her “woman,” the same term that – in John's Gospel – he uses to address his own mother, 
Mary. Faith, and the human recognition of faith, will always be challenged by attitudes we need to be aware of 
and confront. When faith insists on remaining faith, then regardless of origin or presumption, faith must be 
invited, welcomed, and given opportunity – in other words, honored – in the highest way at our disposal.        

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God.  You may want to ask the following questions: 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: Let us give glory to the great God, presenting our needs with trust and confidence. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: God of infinite mercy, hear the prayers of your people — who give praise for all the good things 
that come from you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 
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As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

Jesus Heard With Deep Compassion   
(Sung to the tune of “Sing of Mary”) 
 
Jesus, Lord, our true example, 
you have shown how we must live. 
Teach us how to share with others 
everything we have to give. 
Let our days be spent in service; 
bring us by your grace to know 
healing is the Church’s calling 
and the path that we must go. 

Joy Patterson, © 1995, Hope Publishing Company.  Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-702420. 
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