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LITURGY OF THE WORD- SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HYMN 
 
Baptized in Water 
(sung to the tune of “Morning has Broken”) 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: 
Heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, faithfully now God’s praise we sing. 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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Leader:  Let us pray, 

O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, 
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us 
and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass 
in such a way as to hold fast even now 
to those that ever endure. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, I love your commands. 

I have said, O LORD, that my part 
is to keep your words. 
The law of your mouth is to me more precious 
than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, I love your commands. 

Let your kindness comfort me 
according to your promise to your servants. 
Let your compassion come to me that I may live, 
for your law is my delight. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, I love your commands. 

For I love your command 
more than gold, however fine. 
For in all your precepts I go forward; 
every false way I hate. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, I love your commands. 

Wonderful are your decrees; 
therefore I observe them. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
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The revelation of your words sheds light, 
giving understanding to the simple. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, I love your commands. 

Second Reading: Romans 8:28-30 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): Matthew 13:44-52 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS  

This week we have a reflection from Dcn. Chris Gutierrez, Director of Hispanic Ministry for the Diocese of 
Owensboro and Deacon at St. Michael Parish in Sebree: 

God grant us the Wisdom that comes from you. 

How can we discern and know what God’s will is for our lives? The first reading of this 17th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time gives us a very important clue. King Solomon, in his prayer, asks only for "an understanding heart" to know 
how to distinguish between right and wrong and to be able to govern. It is a beautiful dialogue between God and 
Solomon that grabs our attention as we observe how God likes that he did not present a whole list of supplications 
or demands for God, but rather simply asked for wisdom. Of course, we know very well that our Lord Jesus 
Christ encourages us to ask in order to be given, to seek in order to find and to knock so that it will be opened to 
us. However, it is important to remember that God is pleased when we ask for the wisdom that He offers us, to 
know how to move forward in our lives. 

I would even dare to say that part of that hidden treasure that today's Gospel talks about is finding that wisdom 
that comes from God. Realizing, opening up, and possessing the wisdom that comes from God brings us into the 
embrace of the Kingdom.   

We live in difficult times my sisters and brothers. We live in a time of great fear, noise and conflicting opinions. 
Especially for those of us who like to keep up with the news or social media; I think we would benefit from 
pausing and observing Solomon's attitude. The time has come when we must strengthen our intimate relationship 
with God in prayer, and thus, like Solomon, be able to discern what is best for both ourselves and our families.  

As we can see, this weekend Jesus continues using simple examples, beautiful parables to illustrate and help us 
understand what is most essential. Do we desire the Kingdom? If the answer is Yes!, then let us discover it 
present in the field of our lives and let go of everything else for the sake of that kingdom. Are there any earthly 
pearls still present in our lives that hinder us?  Let us sell them and let go of those earthly pearls and buy the fine 
pearl which is that Kingdom.  

And finally, in conclusion, this weekend it would help us to escape a little more from the noise of the world and 
seek the wisdom of God that can only be found in silence. It would be good for both our emotional and spiritual 
health to take on some of the practices of the cloister, like many brothers and sisters of that vocation.         

May God grant us peace. 
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Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God.  You may want to ask the following questions: 

  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: Let us give glory to the great God, presenting our needs with trust and confidence. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: God of infinite mercy, hear the prayers of your people — who give praise for all the good things 
that come from you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 

As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

Baptized in Water 
(sung to the tune of “Morning has Broken”) 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our King: 
Born of one Father, we are his children, joyfully now God’s praise we sing. 
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