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LITURGY OF THE WORD- SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HYMN 
 
Baptized in Water 
(sung to the tune of “Morning has Broken”) 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: 
Heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, faithfully now God’s praise we sing. 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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Leader:  Let us pray, 

Show favor, O Lord, to your servants 
and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, 
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity, 
they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

You, O LORD, are good and forgiving, 
abounding in kindness to all who call upon you. 
Hearken, O LORD, to my prayer 
and attend to the sound of my pleading. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

All the nations you have made shall come 
and worship you, O LORD, 
and glorify your name. 
For you are great, and you do wondrous deeds; 
you alone are God. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

You, O LORD, are a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in kindness and fidelity. 
Turn toward me, and have pity on me; 
give your strength to your servant. 

Refrain (all together):  Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-27 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): Matthew 13:24-43 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
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REFLECTION ON THE READINGS  

This week we have a reflection from Dcn. Paul Bachi, who serves at St. Mark Parish in Eddyville and is Assistant 
to the Director of the Permanent Diaconate Program for the Diocese of Owensboro: 

You may know I have grandchildren. Julia is 7 and a Disney princess. John Paul, JP, is 4 and a wrecking ball.  
When they were younger, my daughter-in-law told me that after one episode of JP continuously getting in his 
sister’s space, Julia asked a serious question - “Mommy, where did you get that baby?” She then proceeded to 
explain, “You got the wrong one, you need to give him back.” She had enough of her baby brother upsetting her 
orderly world.   

The parable of the Weeds among the Wheat is a warning to disciples of Jesus, not to attempt to anticipate the final 
judgement by excluding sinners from the Church, those whom we think are not good enough. This point is echoed 
in the first reading, “[God] you taught your people, by these deeds [of clemency and leniency], that those who are 
just must be kind.” 

It is God’s judgement alone that will determine who enters the eternal kingdom of heaven. Jesus tells us do not 
judge. It is not our right to judge and we do not have the divine wisdom needed to judge the heart, mind, and soul 
of our fellow sinners. Yet, we do this on many levels.   

In our world, rich and powerful countries exploit the resources of poorer countries but balk at allowing the people 
from those poorer countries to come to their shores. In our Church, some label Pope Francis “the antichrist” who 
is leading the Church to destruction. In our parishes, we sometimes try to exclude others who are perceived as 
being not worthy to belong or participate in the life and ministry of “our parish.”  “Where did you get that baby?”  
We tend to forget our own struggles of trying to be a disciple of Jesus once we are on the inside, as we turn our 
judgmental eyes and build barriers of culture and ritual, binding with permanent chains those with questionable 
life choices, making sure they remain on the outside. 

A few reminders from the Apostolic Exhortation from Pope Francis entitled, Amoris Laetitia, the “Joy of Love,” 
with its subtitle, “On Love in the Family” -    

#310: “It is true that at times ‘we act as arbiters of grace rather than its facilitators. But the Church is not a 
tollhouse; it is the house of the Father, where there is a place for everyone, with all their problems.’” 

#297: “It is a matter of reaching out to everyone, of needing to help each person find his or her proper way of 
participating in the ecclesial community [the Church] and thus to experience being touched by an ‘unmerited, 
unconditional and gratuitous mercy’ of God.” 

We all have allowed weeds to grow in the garden of our soul. We need strength to practice patience and kindness, 
and to encourage all of us sinners to repentance. As St. Paul tells us in the second reading, PRAY. Pray even 
though we do not know how to pray as we ought, and ask the Holy Spirit to come to the aid of our fears and 
weaknesses, to intercede for us according to God’s will. 

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God.  You may want to ask the following questions: 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: Let us give glory to the great God, presenting our needs with trust and confidence. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: God of infinite mercy, hear the prayers of your people — who give praise for all the good things 
that come from you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 
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As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

Baptized in Water 
(sung to the tune of “Morning has Broken”) 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our King: 
Born of one Father, we are his children, joyfully now God’s praise we sing. 
 
Michael Saward, © 1983, Hope Publishing Company.  Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-702420. 
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