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LITURGY OF THE WORD- FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HYMN 
 
Baptized in Water 
(sung to the tune of “Morning has Broken”) 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: 
Heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, faithfully now God’s praise we sing. 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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Leader:  Let us pray, 

O God, who show the light of your truth 
to those who go astray, 
so that they may return to the right path, 
give all who for the faith they profess 
are accounted Christians 
the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the name of Christ 
and to strive after all that does it honor. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Isaiah 55:10-11 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 

Refrain (all together):  The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

You have visited the land and watered it; 
greatly have you enriched it. 
God’s watercourses are filled; 
you have prepared the grain. 

Refrain (all together):  The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, 
breaking up its clods, 
Softening it with showers, 
blessing its yield. 

Refrain (all together):  The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

You have crowned the year with your bounty, 
and your paths overflow with a rich harvest; 
The untilled meadows overflow with it, 
and rejoicing clothes the hills. 

Refrain (all together):  The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm


3 
 

The fields are garmented with flocks 
and the valleys blanketed with grain. 
They shout and sing for joy. 

Refrain (all together):  The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

Second Reading: Romans 8:18-23 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): Matthew 13:1-23 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS 

This week we have a reflection from Fr. Josh McCarty, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Central City: 

My name is Fr. Josh McCarty and I am a priest serving in Central City, south of Owensboro. I grew up in 
Bowling Green and then my family moved to Iowa. Even though I was always around farms, I never knew 
anything about farming. These days in Central City, I have had the chance to get out on the farm. I have been out 
bush-hogging (cutting down grass, weeds, and little trees) with the tractor. I built a pole barn. And I have been 
clearing an area with a chainsaw. Through this work and experience, I learned something very important: there is 
a season for everything. 

There are three things that I have learned from farming that connect with the Gospel reading and apply to us now 
during this coronavirus season. 

The first thing I learned is that you have to maintain things. On the farm there is always something to be done. 
Roads have to be kept, fields mowed, and weeds managed. There might be a really exciting project waiting for 
you, the farmer, but you have to stop and make sure that things are cared for.  If you have animals, then the 
animals always have to be cared for. Sometimes an animal gets sick or a tree falls down and blocks a drive or a 
piece of equipment breaks down. All of these little things have to be tended to before you can be ready to sow 
seed. 

Then, when it is time to get going on the project—building, or sowing, or clearing—it might start to rain. This 
could make a city person very angry: After all this time preparing, now I am ready, and now I have to stop! But, 
that’s how it works on the farm. Often, you have to change gears when you would rather not. There is no sense in 
getting bent out of shape about it. It’s how life works. Start, stop, change gears, repeat. Farmers are raised with 
this understanding. It took me a while to learn it. If you are planting, you will have to change gears a time or two-
hundred. Just getting the planter ready may involve all kinds of unknown steps: what if the planter breaks down or 
something falls down in the field or another problem arises?   

Once the seeds are planted, you have to change gears again...now to waiting! But a farmer does not wait by 
staying in bed all day. A farmer goes off to another task for a while. Yes, he is waiting on the seeds to grow, but 
he is not waiting on life. This ability to change gears and to wait is such an important lesson for life and for faith, 
especially during this coronavirus season. The virus has pushed us to change gears and to wait. It is easy to get 
mad about the need to change gears. But, let's keep in mind, changing gears does not mean pushing pause on life.  
It means that we have to look around, get creative, and tend to other things. Maybe tending to other things means 
taking more time for prayer, learning, or personal fitness. 
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The final lesson that I have learned from farming is that sometimes things don’t work out. Sometimes animals die 
for a reason we can’t understand. Sometimes parts of the field don’t grow. Sometimes it rains too much and the 
crop floods. Sometimes a late frost hurts the plants, like it did earlier this year. Sometimes there is not enough 
water. And what do we do then?  We don’t yell and stomp around and hate God. We take it in patiently. We try to 
realize that God gives the growth and we let go. BUT we don’t let go of life. We just have to change gears again 
and keep on farming. 

In Jesus’ story, not everything worked out perfectly with the planting and not everything worked out perfectly 
with the Word of God. But a good farmer will keep going anyway.   

So, may God bring great fruitfulness to your life, no matter in what season you may find yourself. 

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God.  You may want to ask the following questions: 

  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: Let us give glory to the great God, presenting our needs with trust and confidence. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: God of infinite mercy, hear the prayers of your people — who give praise for all the good things 
that come from you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 

As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

Baptized in Water 
(sung to the tune of “Morning has Broken”) 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our King: 
Born of one Father, we are his children, joyfully now God’s praise we sing. 
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