
Updated Guidelines for Places of Worship:  On 

Thursday, June 11, 2020 we received from the Diocese of 

Owensboro updated Guidelines for Places of Worship 

issued on Wednesday by the Governor’s 

office.  One particular guideline,  

effective immediately, is attendance has 

been increased to 50% of the capacity of 

the building.  For us here at Saints Peter 

and Paul this means we are able to have 300 people in 

attendance at any one Mass (600 capacity at 50%).  

 Other guidelines remain in place such as wearing of 

mask, use of hand sanitizers, six foot distancing, sanitizing 

after each service, choirs should avoid singing as directed 

previously, etc. 

 Remember to leave your kneeler downs to indicate 

what pews need to be sanitized.  Thank you for helping us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Guidelines for Resuming Parish Gatherings Outside the 

Liturgy:  Effective immediately (May 27, 2020), parish 

gatherings outside the liturgy (Religious Education classes, 

RCIA meetings, small groups, etc.) may resume with ten 

people or less, with the following guidelines:  

• All must continue practicing physical distancing of six  

 feet from those not living within the same household. 

• All must wear a mask if closer than six feet to anyone  

 not living within their household. 

• No communal food may be shared. 

• Encourage all to wash hands frequently before, during,  

 and after the gathering. 

• Encourage all to avoid touching their eyes, nose, and  

 mouth. 

• Those at high risk over 65 with heart, lung, or kidney  

 disease, are still asked not to gather. 
 

Because of these new guidelines, we are working with 

families involved in First Holy Communion, 

Confirmation, RCIA and our high school graduates.  

Text messages and phone calls are in process for 

availability of dates for practices and the reception of 

Sacraments.  Once these have been determined, dates will 

be announced to the parish.  Please continue to pray for 

these children, youth and adults as they continue their 

preparation for the reception of Sacraments in the Catholic 

Church.  If you have additional questions, please call Libby 

at 270-885-8522 or 270-985-8544. 

 

Questions regarding Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration:  

As a parish we know the importance of our Adorers and 

their ministry of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  

Your commitment to Perpetual 

Eucharistic Adoration has 

made such a difference in the 

life of our parish, your homes 

and within your own heart for 

the last 18 years.  We hear 

your questions and your deep 

desire to return to this ministry.  Please know that we are 

working on a process that will be safe and in-line with the 

guidelines provided to us from our Governor and our 

Diocese.  Please keep watching as we hope this ministry 

returns soon.  Continue to pray for our parish and the fruits 

that come forth from our love of the Eucharist. 
 

RICE BOWLS:  During the Season of Lent, did you and 

your family participate in the Rice Bowl program?  

Typically, these monies are brought 

to the church on Holy Thursday at the 

evening Mass and given as alms to 

the poor.  Since we were unable to 

physically attend Mass on Holy 

Thursday, do you still have your Rice Bowl donations at 

your home?  If so, we ask you to please to return them to 

the parish by next Sunday, June 21
st
.  These funds need to 

be submitted to the Diocese before June 30
th
.  Thank you. 

 

Ordination to Transitional Diaconate:  Seminarian 

Corey Bruns will be ordained to the 

transitional diaconate by Most 

Reverend William F. Medley in 

this invitation-only event on 

Saturday, June 20 at 10:00 a.m.  A 

live-stream will be made available 

by visiting St. Stephen Cathedral’s 

website or their Facebook page.  

Let us pray for Corey as he continues his journey to 

Priesthood within the Diocese of Owensboro. 
 

Parish Picnic Planning Survey:  A Fall Festival is being 

planned instead of our traditional parish picnic.  Currently, 

the date is set for Saturday, October 3rd at DeBow Park on 

North Drive.  The event will begin in the 

afternoon, include Mass at 4:00pm with a 

picnic meal following.  Many activities 

are in the works and the planning 

committee wishes to hear from 

you.  Please go to our Facebook page 

(@stsppchurch) or website (www.stsppchurch.org) or 

https://forms.gle/4SAcLnfAu6s3n6Ty8 to complete a 

Parish Picnic Survey.  Also, know that we will closely 

watch the pandemic situation and make a final decision on 

the event in early September.   We look forward to hearing 

from you. 

ATTENTION 
from the Diocese of Owensboro 

 

For those who come from the same household, there 

is no need to maintain a six foot physical distance at 

any time during the Mass, including the Communion 

procession.   

 

Therefore, if you reside in the same household, 

please come forward in the Communion procession 

as you have always done so – one after another; 

instead of a 6 foot distance apart. 

 

It is remembering that you live together, eat 

together, sleep together, ride to the church in the 

same vehicle; therefore, come to the Lord’s table 

together – share in this experience as family. 
 

https://ststephencathedral.org/
https://ststephencathedral.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ststephencathedral/live
http://www.stsppchurch.org/
https://forms.gle/4SAcLnfAu6s3n6Ty8


Please continue to Pray for the following 
 

First Holy Communion Children:  Children include:   

Marilyn Gabriel, Christopher Galdean, Anthony 

Hernandez, Tripp Larimore, Isabel Litchfield, 

Ashly Lopez, Bruno Messina, Piero Messina, 

Yoel Peña, Adrian Rodriguez, Isabel Sewell, 

Liam Siver, Lily Siver, Lucas Stine, and Jorge Uribe.    
 

Youth Preparing for Confirmation:  Esmeralda Bautista, 

Addie Galvan, Jackie Ginez, Livie Jorgensen, 

Bryan Linares, Martin Nguyen, Thieng Nguyen, 

Aaron Oñate, Esther Pepple, Emma Petrie, 

Michelle Salas and Lucy Wilkins. 
 

High School Graduates:  Edwar Acosta, Georgianna 

Baker, Brenda Bonifacio, Jennifer Bautista, Alison Bellew, 

Logan Gibson, Scribbie Goode, Will Groves, 

Chenoa Hall, Kaleb Hall, Dayana Hernandez, 

Layne Jorgensen, Anna King, Lauren Langhi, 

Zach Langhi, Natalie Linares, Manuel Martinez, Joseph 

Nguyen, Hope Pace, Rayna Pound, Trace Pound, Jessica 

Roman, Angel Rodriguez, Sofia Sargeant, John Schmitt, 

Kristen Shouse, Allison Sunderhaus and Maritza Uribe. 
 

RCIA Candidates:  April Albert, Stephanie Estes,  

Hazel Petrovich, Yancy Rutland,   

Jordan Gibson and Sandi Velez. 

 

 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ: This weekend we celebrate 

the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Jesus 

Christ or in Latin, Corpus Christi. Last year as we celebrated 

this wonderful Solemnity none of us would have dreamed 

where this year would find us. Most of our community has not 

been to the celebration of the Eucharist for weeks.  Overnight, 

we went from sharing the importance for all to receive the 

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ to the closing and locking of 

churches and watching Father celebrate alone at the altar from 

the sacristy on Facebook.  As we slowly make our way back 

to the Altar our responses are muffled by masks and social 

distancing from the very people we want to hug, shake hands 

or smack on the back.  When we are asked to share a sign of 

peace we turn awkwardly to one another with our regular 

routine now forbidden.  We find ourselves bowing, smiling 

(behind masks) and wanting to simply experience the touch of 

our neighbor as a sign of our relationship (even if we do not 

know them).  When the time comes to receive the very Body 

and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, many new details run 

through our minds.  Staying socially distant from one another, 

our minds turn to new tasks required of us: How do I take the 

Eucharist with a mask? When do I remove or shift the mask?  

What happened to the cup? Did I say, Amen?  Remember to 

social distance and find your pew again.  Normal has 

disintegrated and many of us just want to get back to 

“NORMAL”. 

 But of course Normal is all about perspective.  When we 

reflect back over the 2,000 + years since Jesus said to his 

disciples, “Take this, all of you, and eat of it, for this is my 

body, which will be given up for you.  Take this, all of you, 

and drink from it, for this is the chalice of my blood, the blood 

of the new and eternal covenant, which will be poured out for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in 

memory of me.”  In memory of Jesus bread and wine have 

been taken by countless hands blessed, broken and received 

over these many years.  In every language, in every place 

imaginable and some places beyond the imagination, in 

ceremonies of great pomp and  circumstance and also hidden 

away from prying eyes.  On battle fields, ball fields and corn 

fields. On the high seas and the lowly caves. In joyful 

celebrations and in the deepest grief. Using a crumb of bread 

set aside from starvation rations to a rich overabundance.  

Proudly gathering in freedom and scarily watching for the 

guards or authorities. And yes, church doors have been shut 

before because of contagion as a tiny virus takes control.  

Normal, is all perspective, but we sure miss it. 

 What can we learn from being far from normal?  

Gathering with family and friends to sing, to listen to 

scripture, to shake hands, to be unmasked, to be unconcerned 

about the health of those around us, is a gift and a luxury.  It is 

a sacred gift that some of us have celebrated many, many, 

many times.  Therefore no matter what the setting may be or 

the restrictions imposed we receive the Body of Christ that 

was given up for us and the Blood of Christ poured out for us 

and the forgiveness of sin.  The Truth remains the Truth.  

Jesus was offered up, was broken so that we may receive him 

and become one with him.  The Body of Christ. Hopefully our 

time away from the “Normal” has helped us to appreciate the 

Truth.  As we heard last weekend in the Gospel, “God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal 

life.” (John3:16) God continually, persistently, 

overwhelmingly seeks to give us eternal life through love.  In 

the normal it was easy to find ourselves in the routine and 

going through the motions.  The communion procession 

begins and we hop into line. “The Body of Christ” “Amen” 

and back to the pew excited that we are almost done.  Our 

minds on what we will do next. Not giving a thought to all 

that went into that “Body of Christ” and what our response of 

“Amen” really means.  As we walk in this valley of not 

normal may we become achingly aware of what we are 

offered and allow our “Amen” to grow in courage to truly 

receive and become.  For those who are still in lock down 

may this time of being away be a true hunger that rumbles 

within us.  Making us ever more aware how the Lord’s love 

surrounds us always and can be found in the simple prayer of 

a child or in the sharing of food around the family table.  May 

our family table become for us the table of Emmaus in which 

the disciples recognized the Lord.  May our family tables 

become altars of prayer and the revelation of God.  May we 

be attentive to the working of God in our everyday and realize 

the blessing of Jesus Christ at our side and the Holy Spirit 

dwelling within us. 

And when that great day comes and we can all gather 

around the Altar of the Lord at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church we find ourselves stronger and holier because of what 

we shared at family table and what we received masked and 

uncomfortable.   May we long for the day when we can, in 

Memory of Him, proclaim Amen with our sisters and 

brothers, shake hands and hug with great sincerity and go 

forth as the Body of Christ to share with the world the Truth, 

“God loves us and sent his Son to save us.” 
 

 

 


