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LITURGY OF THE WORD- 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

HYMN 
 
Opening  
 
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down, 
Fix in us your humble dwelling, all your faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, source of all compassion, love unbounded, love all pure, 
Visit us with your salvation; let your love in us endure. 
 
Come, Almighty, to deliver, let us all your life receive; 
Suddenly return and never, nevermore your temples leave. 
Lord, we would be always blessing, serve you as your hosts above, 
Pray and praise you without ceasing, glory in your precious love. 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

Leader:  Let us pray, 

Grant, almighty God, 
that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion these days of joy, 
which we keep in honor of the risen Lord, 
and that what we relive in remembrance 
we may always hold to in what we do. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 

Refrain (all together):  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

or Alleluia. 

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth, 
sing praise to the glory of his name; 
proclaim his glorious praise. 
Say to God, “How tremendous are your deeds!” 
 

Refrain (all together):  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

or Alleluia. 

“Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you, 
sing praise to your name!” 
Come and see the works of God, 
his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam. 
 

Refrain (all together):  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
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or Alleluia. 

He has changed the sea into dry land; 
through the river they passed on foot; 
therefore let us rejoice in him. 
He rules by his might forever. 
 

Refrain (all together):  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

or Alleluia. 

Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare 
what he has done for me. 
Blessed be God who refused me not 
my prayer or his kindness! 
 

Refrain (all together):  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 

or Alleluia. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:15-18 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): John 14:15-21 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS 

This week we have a reflection from, Sr. Jeannette Fennewald, SSND (School Sisters of Notre Dame), Parish Life 
Coordinator at Blessed Sacrament Church in Owensboro: 

In the first reading for the 6th Sunday after Easter, the Christians scattered after Stephen’s martyrdom.  Philip went 
to the region of Samaria which was not known to be welcoming to the Jews. What happened? What would seem 
like a roadblock in our lives (persecution and being scattered) opened up unseen doors. Instead of ignoring Philip, 
the Samaritans welcomed him, paid attention to his message, and accepted the word of God. The dispersing of the 
Jews from Jerusalem was an unexpected means for the disciples to spread the Good News and for the Samaritans 
to better understand the relationship of the suffering of Christ and His glory. 

In the second reading, St. Peter presents us with a challenging question. Why do you have hope? How would you 
answer that? Just as love is a deep part of our heart, so hope is an inherent part of our spirit. Why do we have 
hope? We can hope because Christ suffered for us to lead us to God. 

In the Gospel we come to a better understanding of the reason for our hope. God is sending us an Advocate. The 
Greek word for Advocate means a defense attorney. “You have a right to an attorney. If you cannot afford one, 
one will be provided.” An Advocate (defense attorney) advises, mediates, intercedes, and comforts. God is 
sending us the Holy Spirit as our Advocate (defense attorney). The Holy Spirit will be with us so we don’t have to 
face our adversary (devil) alone. The Spirit reminds us of God’s love for us and never gives up on us. We can 
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remember our Advocate when we begin to doubt and question God’s plan for ourselves or loved ones or we begin 
to feel alone or abandoned. 

This Gospel reading has several promises. One of those that follow: Jesus promising us an Advocate is that He 
will not leave us orphans. When we think of orphans, we think of someone who is alone, who has to find his/her 
own way, who has no one to stand up for him/her. But God said that is not true of us. God will be with us and 
help us when we are afraid. God never abandons us. God is always with us and loves us. What could be more 
comforting for an orphan than for someone to step up and stand next to or even carry him/her? We can think of 
the poem “Footprints in the Sand” that talks about Jesus carrying us when our journey is the hardest. “Then they 
came to a dark, discouraging valley and the pilgrim said, ‘I see only one set of footprints through that valley. I 
was so discouraged. You were not there with me. It was just as I thought—I was so all alone!’ Then the Lord said, 
‘Oh, but I was there. I was with you the whole time. You see, those are MY footprints. I carried you all through 
that valley.’” 

In addition to the promises that Jesus gives the disciples is a focus on showing our love for Jesus by keeping His 
commandments. This is not based on fear or legalism but on the love of Jesus. The commandment that Jesus gave 
His followers was to love our neighbor and show that love through our actions. When we show this love for Jesus, 
Jesus promised that we will remain forever in the love of the Father and have the Holy Spirit with us as our 
Advocate. 

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God.  You may want to ask the following questions: 

  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: The Son of God who invites us to live by his Light stands ready to banish our darkness, let us call 
upon him in our need. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: Incline your merciful ear to our prayers, we ask, O Lord, and listen in kindness to the 
supplications of those who call on you.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 

As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

Closing 
 
Finish then your new creation, pure and spotless, gracious Lord. 
Let us see your great salvation perfectly in you restored, 
Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we sing before th’ Almighty, lost in wonder, love and praise. 
Charles Wesley, 1751 
 

 


