
 

THE EASTER VIGIL LITURGY AT HOME 

Before Starting: 

Prepare a sacred space that is joyful. The liturgical color is white or gold. Perhaps begin with dimmed or 
limited light and increase the light throughout the service with the most lights appearing at Gospel. Light 
a candle in the center of your table to represent the Paschal Candle that is lit at the Mass tonight. Perhaps 
one of the blessed candles you received at Candlemas.  Click here for access to recordings of the music in 
this script. 

Leader:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Dear brothers and sisters, on this most sacred night, in which our Lord Jesus Christ 
passed over from death to life, the Church calls upon her sons and daughters, scattered 
throughout the world, to come together to watch and pray. If we keep the memorial of the 
Lord’s paschal solemnity in this way, listening to his word and celebrating his mysteries, 
then we shall have the sure hope of sharing his triumph over death and living with him in 
God. 

Light your candle on your table, saying: The Light of Christ. Thanks be to God. The  

Liturgy of the Word: 

Dear brothers and sisters, now that we have begun our solemn Vigil, let us listen with 
quiet hearts to the Word of God. Let us meditate on how God in times past saved his 
people and in these, the last days, has sent us his Son as our Redeemer. Let us pray that 
our God may complete this paschal work of salvation by the fullness of redemption. 

If multiple people are participating in your home, you can assign the following readings to different 
people to be read out of the family Bible.  

Reading I: Genesis 1:1—2:2 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11dxus24aR-rlRGYhTQgY4-rSYzoMALf5?fbclid=IwAR0T9d4PrB6mx1unp6ZwM-MaINZmDRF1P-_LeiXOBb-0hpGUIpLtV7enmfU


 

Leader:  Let us pray. O God, who wonderfully created human nature and still more wonderfully 
redeemed it, grant us, we pray, to set our minds against the enticements of sin, that we 
may merit to attain eternal joys. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Reading II: Genesis 22:1-18 

Psalm 16 

 

Leader: Let us pray. O God, supreme Father of the faithful, who increase the children of your 
promise by pouring out the grace of adoption throughout the whole world and who 
through the Paschal Mystery make your servant Abraham father of nations, as once you 
swore, grant, we pray, that your peoples may enter worthily into the grace to which you 
call them. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Reading III: Exodus 14:15—15:1 



 

Leader: Let us Pray. O God, who by the light of the New Testament have unlocked the meaning 
of wonders worked in former times, so that the Red Sea prefigures the sacred font and the 
nation delivered from slavery foreshadows the Christian people, grant, we pray, that all 
nations, obtaining the privilege of Israel by merit of faith, may be reborn by partaking of 
your Spirit. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Reading IV: Isaiah 54:5-14 



 

Leader: Let us Pray. Almighty ever-living God, surpass, for the honor of your name, what you 
pledged to the Patriarchs by reason of their faith, and through sacred adoption increase 
the children of your promise, so that what the Saints of old never doubted would come to 
pass your Church may now see in great part fulfilled. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Reading V: Isaiah 55:1-11 



 

Leader: Let us pray. Almighty ever-living God, sole hope of the world, who by the preaching of 
your Prophets unveiled the mysteries of this present age, graciously increase the longing 
of your people, for only at the prompting of your grace do the faithful progress in any 
kind of virtue. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Reading VI: Baruch 3:9-15, 32--4:4 

 



Leader: Let us pray. O God, who constantly increase your Church by your call to the nations, 
graciously grant to those you wash clean in the waters of Baptism the assurance of your 
unfailing protection. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Reading VII: Ezekiel 36:16-17A, 18-28 

 

Leader: Let us pray. O God of unchanging power and eternal light, look with favor on the 
wondrous mystery of the whole Church and serenely accomplish the work of human 
salvation, which you planned from all eternity; may the whole world know and see that 
what was cast down is raised up, what had become old is made new, and all things are 
restored to integrity through Christ, just as by him they came into being. Who lives and 
reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Epistle: Romans 6:3-11 



 

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 

The Litany of Saints: 

Add in each of your patron saint names into the Litany (see next page). 



  



  

Leader:  Almighty ever-living God, be present by the mysteries of your great love and send forth 
the spirit of adoption to create the new peoples brought to birth for you in the font of 
Baptism, so that what is to be carried out by our humble service may be brought to 
fulfillment by your mighty power. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises: 

Leader: Dear brothers and sisters, the Paschal Mystery we have been buried with Christ in 
Baptism, so that we may walk with him in newness of life. And so, now that our Lenten 
observance is concluded, let us renew the promises of Holy Baptism, by which we once 
renounced Satan and his works and promised to serve God in the holy Catholic Church. 

Recite the Nicene Creed together as a family.  

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
(at the words that follow, up to and including “and became man” all bow) 



and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Faithful: 

Leader: Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, has made us alive for God, now and always. In his most 
sacred name, let us pray that his glorious triumph over sin and death will be ours in 
answer to these prayers. 

Someone other than the leader can read the following intercessions: 

For the Church: That we will continue to be instruments of Christ’s light for all who have lived in 
darkness, of hope for all who know pain, and of love for all who have been rejected… We pray to the 
Lord…  

R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all the human family: That we who have been created in the image and likeness of God may 
recognize our identity as God’s people and respect the gift of life in one another… We pray to the Lord…  

R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all of creation: That God will guide us in protecting and preserving the earth that God saw to be good 
so that our descendants may share in God’s generous gifts… We pray to the Lord…  

R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all in this Community: That renewed through the Word, we may be strong in faith, confident in hope, 
and abounding with love for God and neighbor… We pray to the Lord…  

R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all who have died, especially (name those you’d like to remember): That they may be rejoicing with 
our Lord in the heavenly kingdom… We pray to the Lord…  



R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

For your intentions at this time (allow time for your family members to share their intentions): … We 
pray to the Lord…  

 R. Lord, hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer: Pray the Our Father together. 
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