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LITURGY OF THE WORD- EASTER SUNDAY 

HYMN 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Let the Holy Anthem Rise 

1. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Let the holy anthem rise, 
And the choirs of heaven chant it 
In the temple of the skies; 
Let the mountains skip with gladness, 
And the joyful valleys ring 
With Hosannas in the highest 
To our Savior and our King. 

2. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Like the sun from out the wave, 
Christ has risen up in triumph 
From the darkness of the grave, 
Glorious splendor of the nations, 
And the lamp of endless day; 
Christ the very Lord of glory 
Who is risen up today. 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
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Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

Leader:  Let us pray, 

O God, who on this day, 
through your Only Begotten Son, 
have conquered death 
and unlocked for us the path to eternity, 
grant, we pray, that we who keep the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection 
may, through the renewal brought by your Spirit, 
rise up in the light of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Acts 10:34A, 37-43 

Responsorial Psalm: PS 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

Refrain (all together):  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.  

  or Alleluia. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
for his mercy endures forever. 
Let the house of Israel say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
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Refrain (all together):  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.  

  or Alleluia. 

“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; 
the right hand of the LORD is exalted. 
I shall not die, but live, 
and declare the works of the LORD.” 

Refrain (all together):  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.  

  or Alleluia. 

The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done; 
it is wonderful in our eyes. 

Refrain (all together):  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.  

  or Alleluia. 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 

Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): John 20:1-9 
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REFLECTION ON THE READINGS 

This week we have a reflection from our Bishop, Most Reverend William F. Medley: 

“Let There Be Light” 
Easter Sunday 
April 12, 2020 

Typically we begin the Easter Vigil outside, in darkness.  A fire is created and we solemnly bless that fire. The 
scriptures recall the story of creation, a moment of drama when God said, “Let there be light.” And there was 
light. God saw that the light was good.  God separated the light from the darkness, calling the light day and the 
darkness night. God made two great lights: the greater one to govern the day, and the lesser one to govern the 
night. God saw how very good all this was.  

When we gather to remember this act of creation in any other year we cannot replicate the physical darkness that 
covered the abyss.  There is light. Human eyes are marvelous and adapt to the very dimmest of light and can 
see—at least partially—except in the deepest, darkest cave where light cannot penetrate. 

In our day, even on the darkest of nights and despite our best efforts, light manages to keep shining. Perhaps it is 
from a street lamp blocks away. Or someone invariably checks their cellphone. Nevertheless, we can still 
experience some sense of darkness. We understand the darkness of sin and brokenness, the darkness of death.  We 
can understand a life without light, a world without light.  

On this Easter Vigil we abbreviated our celebration of light as the assembly of God’s people could not gather.  
We could not gather because our communities, our world, are cast into a darkness unlike anyone has known.  Oh 
certainly, darkness abounds and people have experienced the ravages of war.  There have been epidemics in 
places that have decimated populations. There have been holocausts of millions. There have been floods and 
famines and millions have been left homeless. There have been atrocities like human slavery and wholesale 
slaughter of the unborn. There have been nations living in the darkness of materialism and greed. All of these 
stories have begged for light to dispel darkness.  

But today, unthinkably in the 21st century, the world is joined in a darkness unlike anything anyone alive today 
has seen. For all of our scientific prowess we face a darkness of disease that touches every corner of the world.   
People are dying and our best doctors cannot stop it.  We live in fear. By now we all know someone, or know 
someone who knows someone, who has been stricken by the Coronavirus. And we do not know when it will stop.  

Thus our commemoration of the Resurrection of Jesus speaks to our world in a new light. 

Year after year, for nearly two millennia, believers in Jesus have marked this celebration proclaiming in song, 
“Light of Christ. Thanks be to God.”  

The Light of Christ is dispelling the darkness of sickness and pandemic. Even before we have found a cure or a 
vaccine we see the Light of Christ. We see that light in healthcare workers courageously bringing comfort and 
healing. We see the Light of Christ in those whose jobs require them to encounter strangers day in and day out.  
We see the Light of Christ in people who have chosen temporary isolation to assure the safety of others. We see 
the light of Christ when neighbors are caring for one another. We see the Light of Christ in families gathered in 
prayer when they cannot come to church.  We see the Light of Christ glowing on computer and cellphone screens 
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and on televisions. We see the Light of Christ in ourselves when we strive to receive Christ in Spiritual 
Communion when the Holy Eucharist is not available to us. 

The Light of Christ will dispel the darkness that touches our world today.  The Light of Christ shines the brightest 
in darkness. We are never beyond the reach of God.  

Let us open our hearts and our spirits to the Light that only Christ can bring.  And let us be that Light of Christ to 
others who now feel that they dwell in darkness.  

+ W. F. Medley 

 

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God.  You may want to ask the following questions: 

  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 

Leader:  When we were Baptized, we were joined to the same death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We 
will now renew our baptismal promises. If so, say “I do” to each promise: 

Leader:  Do you renounce Satan? 

All:  I do. 

Leader:  And all his works? 

All:  I do. 

Leader:  And all his empty promises? 

All:  I do. 

Leader:  Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth? 

All:  I do. 

Leader:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father? 

All:  I do. 

Leader:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting? 

All:  I do. 

Leader:  May the Lord bless and give us strength to live these baptismal promises, now and always. 

All:  Amen. 

If Holy Water is present: the Leader signs himself/herself with Holy Water with the Sign of the Cross and invites 
others to do the same. 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: The Son of God who invites us to live by his Light stands ready to banish our darkness, Let us 
call upon him in our need. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: Incline your merciful ear to our prayers, we ask, O Lord, and listen in kindness to the 
supplications of those who call on you.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
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Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: Let us pray. 

God our Father, 
by raising Christ your Son 
you conquered the power of death 
and opened for us the way to eternal life. 
Let our celebration today 
raise us up and renew our lives 
by the Spirit that is within us. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Response: Amen 

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 



8 
 

As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Let the Holy Anthem Rise 

3. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Blessed Jesus, make us rise 
From the life of this corruption 
To the life that never dies. 
May your glory be our portion 
When the days of time are past, 
And the dead shall be awakened 
By the trumpet's mighty blast. 

Isaac Watts, 1702 


