
GREETINGS, 
The self-sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ is the foundation upon which 
the Church is built. In Christ, the principle of self-sacrifice operates 
in each of the seven Sacraments of the Church. This is especially clear 
in the sacraments of the Eucharist and Matrimony. Jesus gives each 
of the baptized a participation in the paschal mystery of his dying and 
rising, enabling us in him to die to self by way of receiving God’s gift 
and returning that gift personally in love. The dynamic of self-donation, 
self-sacrifice in Christ, operates in every living Christian and in every 
Christian generation.

Bishop McRaith liked to call this perspective, this attitude of participating 
in the Lord’s self-giving, “stewardship.” It is the particular, even peculiar, 
form of Christian living – receiving the gift of the Lord and employing, 
giving of that personal gift wisely and generously in family, church, and 
community. This is how he understood stewardship. As even Cardinal 
Gibbons said of the great principle of self-sacrifice: “Sacrifice is usually 
difficult and irksome. Only love can make it easy; and perfect love can 
make it a joy. We are willing to give in proportion as we love. And when 
love is perfect, the sacrifice is complete.”

There is no question that the work of the Catholic Church in 
Hopkinsville, Christian County, Kentucky, involves self-sacrifice.  From 
the founding of Saints Peter and Paul Parish in 1872 until now, God has 
provided for the work and witness of the Catholic Church, a minority in 
this area, through the sacrificial giving of the faithful. Everything that has 
been accomplished, all that is now at work, springs from God’s gracious 
gift through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, received and given back to God 
through the self-sacrifice of God’s Catholic people. 

It was based on this same principle that I inherited and sought to fulfill 
the promises made by the pastors before me to secure the housing of our 
Catholic school and to plan for stained-glass windows in the church. 

Toward those ends, we have indeed housed the school and the ministries of 
the parish with the new facility and are well along with a program for the 
stained-glass windows. The window program proceeds without fundraising 
at a deliberately inter-generational pace. The school needs were more 
than urgent, the double-wide structures having given more than 20 years 
of service. Today we have secure, durable and attractive facilities nested 
all together with the church, exciting hope for the present and future 
generations. With time and Providence, all the costs can be met.

Our new campaign to shoulder our costs is being undertaken even as 
we have significantly tightened and reduced our operational budgets 
for church and school. We are calling the campaign Continuing to 
Build a Legacy of Faith. In this campaign, we will pay down our past due 
operational debts to the Diocese of Owensboro and will then whittle 
away at our capital debt for the new facility.

Advised by the Steier Group, we will ask every parish household to 
make a pledge to meet these costs over a three-year period. I myself will 
pledge beyond my current commitments. While I will not know what is 
specifically asked of any parishioner, I will let you know my own pledge, as 
I have always done in the past. I am grateful to our Lord for everything he 
makes possible for me to do for his Church. In his name, I thank you for 
receiving his providential gifts, for living by his providence, and for giving 
sacrificially from the gifts you have received. I trust that the information 
accompanying this letter will help you to understand and to support this 
work of the Church in our time. Asking for the intercession 
of Saints Peter and Paul, let us entrust this campaign to 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Sincerely,

Fr.  Richard Meredith
Pastor

 TOTAL  INITIAL 10% 
 GIFT INVESTMENT BALANCE WEEKLY MONTHLY QUARTERLY SEMIANNUAL ANNUAL

 $75,000 $7,500 $67,500 $468.75  $1,875 $5,625 $11,250 $22,500

 $50,000 $5,000 $45,000 $312.50  $1,250 $3,750 $7,500 $15,000

 $30,000 $3,000 $27,000 $187.50  $750 $2,250 $4,500 $9,000

 $15,000 $1,500 $13,500 $93.75  $375 $1,125 $2,250 $4,500

 $10,000 $1,000 $9,000 $62.50  $250 $750 $1,500 $3,000

 $6,000 $600 $5,400 $37.50  $150 $450 $900 $1,800

 $3,600 $360 $3,240 $22.50  $90 $270 $540 $1,080

 $1,800 $180 $1,620 $11.25  $45 $135 $270 $540

THREE-YEAR GIFT CHART

Note: The incremental payment examples are based on an initial 10 percent investment followed by the preferred payment plan for three years.  Payments may also be made weekly.

Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church
902 E 9th St, Hopkinsville, KY 42240

(270) 885-8522 www.stsppchurch.org

CONTINUING 
to BUILD a 
LEGACY ofFaith

Saints Peter and Paul 
Catholic Church and School

“It’s always a blessing to 
me when I see our parishes 
growing. Saints Peter and Paul 
is an outstanding faith-filled 
community, and I have every 
confidence their efforts will be 
successful.”

BISHOP WILLIAM MEDLEY  
Diocese of Owensboro

METHODS OF GIVING
A pledge is a non-binding commitment made in good faith. To make it easier for donors to 
complete a pledge, we encourage commitments fulfilled over the 3-year pledge period. A donor 
may satisfy his/her commitment through weekly, monthly, quarterly, semiannual, or annual 
installments. Most donors use the options listed to fulfill a pledge.

CASH/CHECK/ELECTRONIC 
WITHDRAWAL
Most donors use cash or check to fulfill their 
commitment, because this will allow Saints Peter 
and Paul to address its immediate needs. 

SECURITIES 
Appreciated charitable gifts of stocks, bonds, or 
mutual funds offer special tax advantages and can be 
a great way to provide a significant gift to Saints Peter 
and Paul.

REAL ESTATE
Gifts of property entitle a donor to an income tax 
deduction equal to the full market value with no tax 
on capital gains. 

LIFE INSURANCE 
You may donate an old policy – or a new policy – by 
simply naming Saints Peter and Paul as the owner 
and beneficiary. 

PLANNED GIFT 
This is the process of carefully selecting the best 
method and assets for making a charitable gift. A 
planned gift can enable a donor to take full advantage 
of the tax laws to accomplish their financial and 
charitable goals. A bequest contained in a will is the 
most common form of planned giving. 

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS 
A matching gift program, provided through an 
employer or board membership, may allow a donor 
to increase the size of  his/her donation. Many 
companies match charitable gifts of employees, 
retirees or board members. 

Note: Please do not interpret this information as legal 
advice. Instead, consult your own qualified, professional 
adviser for specific recommendations. 

O God, Almighty Father, you gather 
Saints Peter and Paul Parish in Jesus 
Christ, your Son. Here you call us to 
be a priestly people, a household 

of faith, a temple of your 
Holy Spirit, a beacon of the One, 

Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church 
shining for Jesus Christ in the heart 
of Christian County. As with faithful 
generations past, send us now to 

labor as stewards in the vineyard of 
your Kingdom. Grace our minds and 
hearts and hands with your Spirit to 

do the work of the Gospel; so that by 
Building our Tomorrow, a Legacy 

of Faith, we may do your holy will and 
accomplish the service to which you 

call us. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom 

all good things come.

Fulfilling Your Obligation 

PrayerCAMPAIGN 



• The opening of the Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store (formally St. Vincent de Paul) to generate 
funds and to help the poor in our community through the parish assistance program.

• Hosting of the first Diaconate program for the Diocese of Owensboro
• The formation of our Hispanic ministry
• The many active and thriving ministries such as: Liturgical ministries; small faith sharing 

and bible study groups; homebound/hospital; bereavement meals; support for Alpha 
Alternative, Aaron McNeil, and Sanctuary Inc.; Knights of Columbus Council 7847; 
Roses Women’s Group; PTSO; SPPS service projects; and many more…

• The continued generosity of our parishioners at Thanksgiving and Christmas (baskets 
and angel tree)

• The success of students while in school and after they leave our school
• Creation and installation of our stained-glass windows—An intergenerational project 

(without fundraising) to complete the building of the church
• Inception of Truth Radio (93.5 FM) 
• The purchase (grant and donations) of a 15-passenger bus for the school and parish that 

primarily allows us to transport children to and from SPPS and used as well by various 
parish groups

 

SACRAMENTS
• Since 1877, Saints Peter and Paul records indicate the following: 

   Baptism: 3,391 children and adults

   First Holy Communion: 2,360 children and adults 
   (no records before 1938)

   Confirmation: 3,441 children and adults

   Matrimony: 1,129 couples

Upon its opening in 2017, the new building enabled us to end the 
use of 20-year-old mobile classroom units significantly enhancing 
our educational facilities, while helping us better compete with 
other schools. However, the new facility also benefits the entire 
parish community. The school’s cafeteria serves as our new parish hall 
hosting receptions, parish events, and ministries. 

A strong financial future also means we fulfill our commitment to the 
Diocese of Owensboro by paying past due assessments and insurance arrears, as well as 
retiring the construction debt. Doing so will improve our financial standing by saving 
the parish hundreds of thousands of dollars on interest payments. We can apply those 
savings to ensure the continued growth of our ministries and help our school remain 
strong for present and future generations.  

However, we must understand that it will take a successful campaign to 
realize this future and that means the participation of everyone in 
our faith community.SIGNS OF SERVICE   

“…As a beneficiary of the spiritual and educational foundations provided by Saints Peter and Paul Catholic 
Church and School, I want to help ensure that future generations have the same opportunity to receive the 

incredible gifts that I have been given…”

MORGAN MURRAY, General Chair and SPPS Alumna Class of 2005

“…I often reflect on 
the tireless efforts 
of my parents and 
other parents and 

grandparents. What if 
our past parishioners 
had stopped short of 

imagination, initiative, 
and faith? We are now 

those parents and 
grandparents. We, too, 

through the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, have to 

move forward...

SARAH KRANZ
General Chair

SPPS Alumna 1968 
SPPS Teacher 1976-1980 

SPPS Principal 2009-2017

THE CAMPAIGN

CAMPAIGN 

$205,000 $205,000 
Great-Start GoalGreat-Start Goal
Past due assessments 

and insurance 
arrears pledged. 

$1.5 Million $1.5 Million 
Celebration Celebration 

GoalGoal
Past due assessment 

and insurance 
arrears pledged, 

plus ~40% of 
outstanding building 

debt pledged. 

$2.3 Million $2.3 Million 
Challenge GoalChallenge Goal
Past due assessment 

and insurance 
arrears pledged, 

plus almost 
70% of building 
debt pledged. 

$3.1 Million $3.1 Million 
Victory GoalVictory Goal

Past due assessment 
and insurance 

arrears pledged, 
new building debt 

pledged completely. 

1 2 3 4

Our primary evangelization 
is to continue to educate the 

children of the community. 
Saints Peter and Paul Catholic 

School is one of the greatest works 
of this Parish. It is an extension of the 
very being of the church, reaching beyond 

our overall mission of worship, Gospel witness, and service to be an 
instrument of Christ to assist parents and families in the education of 

their children within the living context of our Catholic Christian Faith. 
While there are many beneficial and valuable programs and methods for 

evangelization, none has been found more fruitful or more comprehensive 
to the young and to the support of the Christian family than the Catholic 

school. By God’s grace the faith is taught and witnessed across the 
curriculum with prayer that each child will come to see Christ’s light.

OUR HISTORY
1866  Officials recorded the first Catholic congregation 
                 in Hopkinsville/Christian County.

1872  Parishioners celebrated the construction of the first                                   
                 Catholic Church on E. 9th Street.

1925  Parishioners built a new and larger church to 
                 replace the chapel sized one.

1937  The first Catholic education program in 
                 Hopkinsville was initiated.

1947  The parish purchased a home on 810 E. 9th Street 
                 to be used as a combined convent and school.

1952  A dedication ceremony was held for the school 
                 building at 902 E. 9th Street.

1966  A remodeled church increased the seating capacity.

2002  Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration began.

2002  The current church was dedicated.

2017  The new school /parish facility was dedicated.

MISSION 
STATEMENT

Goals


