
Sympathy: We pray for our parishioner Melnora Altshuler 

who passed away on Tuesday, December 10
th
 at Bradford 

Heights Health and Rehab Center at the age of 86.  

Melnora was a native of Benton, 

Kentucky where she was born 

February 28, 1933 the daughter of the 

late William Prewitt Bryan and Ollie 

Lou Ham Bryan. She was a 

homemaker, worked at the Kwik Pic, 

Michael’s Photo Lab, and K-Mart 

and was a member of the Rosary 

Makers.  She was preceded in death 

by her husband: Harry James Altshuler; her daughters: 

Jeanna Lynne Altshuler and Lora Jean Altshuler; her sister: 

Francine Bryan Johnson; and her brothers: William P. 

Bryan and Billy Joe Bryan.   Survivors include her 

daughters: Cindy (the late George) McCouch and Kathryn 

(Charles) Rozelle of Clarksville; 8 grandchildren and 13 

great grandchildren. Her Mass of Christian Burial was held 

on Friday, December 13
th
 with burial at Kentucky Veterans 

Cemetery West.  

 As a parish we offer our prayers to Cindy McCouch 

and their entire family, especially during this holiday 

season as we pray “May her soul and the souls of all the 

faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  

Amen.” 
 

Spiritual Adoption Program – Baby Shower:  On March 

25
th
, as a church we celebrated the Solemnity of the 

Annunciation of the Lord.  On this day we celebrated when 

the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and 

told her she would be the Mother of 

God’s own son.  Each month we have 

honored Mary as she carried in her 

womb Jesus, as we participated in a 

program called Spiritual Adoption.  The 

idea was to commit to pray for a child 

in the womb (or a human embryo created outside the 

womb) whose existence is threatened by abortion or 

destruction. The commitment lasts nine months. Although 

the child is known only to God, one names the child and 

prays for the child’s life and salvation each day of the nine 

month period.  At the end of the nine-month period 

(December 25
th
), parishes traditionally celebrate the “birth” 

of our spiritually adopted babies with a baby shower.  

Therefore, the weekend of December 29
th
 and December 

30
th
 – the Feast of the Holy Family - you are invited to 

bring a baby shower gift.   All gifts collected at the shower 

will be given to the Alpha Alternative Pregnancy Care 

Center for mothers in need.  Some gifts may include:  baby 

formula, bottles, diapers, receiving blankets, sleepers, etc.  

If you would like to assist Jenny Rush with Right to Life of 

Christian County at the Baby Shower table in the narthex, 

please let her know. 
 

Missing:  Help me find my Family!  I 

was left at Church last Sunday and I 

have had no one to play with. 

 

 

The Two Parts of Advent: 
 

Part 1: up until December 16 

While most Liturgical Seasons 

have the Gospel as their main 

focus, during the first weeks of 

Advent, the Church gives us 

daily readings from the prophet Isaiah. With eyes of faith 

these foretell the coming of the Messiah.  Rather than a 

continuous Gospel narrative familiar to us for most of the 

year, this part of Advent offers a wide variety of Gospel 

readings that support the first reading of the day. 

 After two weeks of Isaiah readings, we hear the 

foretelling of a Messiah from other prophets from the 

Hebrew scriptures - in Zephaniah, Sirach, Numbers and 

returning to Isaiah.  Each passing week they speak more 

clearly of the coming of a Savior. 

 So, in reading the first reading, for the first part of 

Advent, we listen to the anticipation, expectation, hope and 

promise. In listening to the second reading, we listen for 

the fulfillment or connection with the Gospel. 
 

Part 2: December 17 - 24 

The last 8 days before Christmas, the relationship between 

the readings changes. Now the Gospel brings us to our 

celebration of Christmas. The Gospels are taken from the 

infancy narratives of Matthew and Luke.  

 Each of these days, the first reading is taken from the 

Hebrew scriptures, and chosen to match the Gospel. In 

many cases we can imagine Matthew or Luke having the 

first reading open on their desks while they wrote the 

Gospel. 

 So, we can read the Gospel first and then read the first 

reading. The sense of anticipation and fulfillment builds as 

we read the story of the preparation for Jesus’ first coming 

into this world for us. 
 

Ultreya:  Our next Ultreya Meeting will be on Sunday, 

January 19, 2020. We will not  

gather in December.  The 

January meeting will be held in 

the Holy Family Room within 

the Parish Office Building. 
 

Saint Joseph and Inactive Catholics:  St. Joseph (patron 

of the universal Church), is concerned today when any 

member of Christ’s Body, the church, wanders away for 

whatever reason.  Please join in our efforts to invite 

inactive Catholics to return to the practice of our Faith for 

Christmas by: 

1) Writing their names, addresses and phone numbers 

on the card provided and placing them in the 

basket near the statue of St. Joseph in the church.  

Please include your name as this will be a special 

“action prayer” for the names you and others place 

there.   

2) Include all inactive Catholics in your and your 

family’s daily prayers. 

 
 



Refinishing of Communion Chalices:  Have you noticed 

our four Communion Chalices?  Every few years you need 

to have chalices refinished or plated as they 

come worn and tarnished.  This summer/early 

fall, we sent our 4 Communion Chalices (two 

at a time) to Tonini Church Supply Company 

in Louisville to refinish these vessels for us.  

The total cost for these 4 chalices is roughly 

$2,500.00.  Would you like to assist us in 

helping pay for this expenditure?  If you would, you may 

stop by the parish office or place a check with your 

donation in the collection basket market “Chalices” and we 

will take care of your donation for you.  Thank you for 

your continued generosity to Saints Peter and Paul Parish.  

 

Attention Parishioners:  It is that time of the year when 

the temperatures drop, especially at night.  We ask for your 

help.  If you are here at night on our 

campus, please take extra precaution 

before getting out of your car.  Check 

your surroundings, see who else is in 

the parking lot – especially if you don’t 

know them or have not seen them 

around.  If there is someone here in our 

parking lot, or near the church doors that you enter and you 

are uncomfortable, please call 911.  Do not get out of your 

car until the police have arrived.  Our police department 

wants to help us.  Our experience with our local police 

department is wonderful – they are kind, cooperative and 

truly try to assist those here seeking food, housing or 

money.  Some are hesitant to call 911 because they don’t 

want to get anyone in trouble but this is far from the 

reality.  Our police department will help them find food or 

housing, something we are not equipped to do at these late 

hours and remember to please lock your cars. 

 

RCIA sessions are every Thursday at 7:00 pm in 

Meredith Hall. We would love to have 

you! There is no pressure, no 

obligation, no commitment!  We return 

from Christmas Break on Thursday, 

January 2
nd

.  Interested in RCIA? 

Contact Libby Downs as the parish office 

– 270-885-8522. 

 

Saints Peter and Paul Parish 

Religious Education 
 

PSR (Parish School of 

Religion) – Pre-School thru 5
th

 

Grade:  Classes continue this Sunday, December 15
th
 

beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the school building.  Parents 

remember classes end at 10:15 a.m.   

December Schedule: Sundays, 9:00-10:15 a.m.: 

December 15: Class  December 22: Class 

Classes resume from Christmas Break - January 12
th
  

 

 

 

Youth Ministry 
Our Middle and High School Youth programs will be 

having “Family Night” this Wednesday, December 18
th

.  

Families are invited to join us for Mass at 5:30 p.m. and 

then continue in the Gym with dinner.   

December/January Class Schedule: 

December 18:     Family Night 

Christmas Break:  Classes Resume January 8
th
   

 

A  -  I  -  bring a Salad (lettuce 

salad, macaroni salad, potato 

salad, etc.) 

J  -  R  -  bring a Dessert 

(cake, cookies, pie, etc.)   

S  -  Z  -  bring a Vegetable 

(beans, corn, peas, etc.) 

 

Sunday, December 22
nd

  – Angel Tree:  All gifts for the 

Angel Tree are due by Sunday, December 22
nd

  by 10:30 

a.m.  Youth will gather at 2:30 p.m. to sort these gifts.  

Thank you for reaching out and helping others in need. 

 

Gasper River Retreat Center and Camp: Gasper River 

is offering a Christmas/New Year’s Camp for 8
th
 thru 12 

graders.  This camp is from Sunday, December 29
th
 thru 

Wednesday, January 1
st
.  If you are an 8

th
 grader thru 12

th
 

grader and would like to attend, please see Libby.  If you 

would like to support one of our students so they can attend 

this camp experience, let Libby know.  Youth, this camp is 

much more laid back than summer camp; campers still do 

all the activities, celebrate the Sacraments and have 

Adoration, but with a more relaxed atmosphere.  

Registration is taking place now and forms can be found on 

line at www.gasperriverretreatcenter.org or see Libby at 

youth. 

 

No Marriage Is Beyond Hope 

The Retrouvaille Program is for Married Couples 

Facing Difficult Challenges in their Relationship 

•  A Marriage program that helps couples restore their  

 marriage and rebuild a loving relationship. 

•  A Christian marriage program, Catholic in origin,  

 where couples of all faiths or no faith background are  

 encouraged to attend. 

•  Primarily a practical program to improve  

 communication, build stronger marriages, and help  

 couples reconnect. 

•  Presenters are not trained marriage counselors, but  

 Rather couples sharing their personal stories of marital  

 struggles and the tools they used to rediscover their  

 love. 
 

Retrouvaille (pronounced RETRO-vie) has helped 

thousands of couples who are disillusioned or even 

experiencing misery in their marriage. This program can 

help you, too. To register or for more confidential 

information about the January program beginning with 

the weekend of January 31, 2020, please call the Diocesan 

Office of Family Life at 270-683-1545, or visit 

www.retrouvaille.org. 

http://www.gasperriverretreatcenter.org/
http://www.retrouvaille.org/

