Saints

Peter & Paul
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H
AND SCHOOL
902 East 9th Street • Hopkinsville, KY 42240

Established 1872

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a Roman Catholic Community of Christians called to
be a priestly people, a household of faith, a temple of the
Holy Spirit, a beacon of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church shining for Jesus Christ in the heart of Christian
County.
Rev. Fr. Richard Meredith, Pastor
crmeredith@stsppchurch.org
Rev. Fr. Michael Charles Abiero, Parochial Vicar
mcabiero@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Tim Barnes
tdbarnes@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Roberto Cruz
rcruz@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Trinidad Soriano
Permanent Deacon, Dr. Bill Sweet
wesweet@stsppchurch.org
PARISH OFFICE PHONE: (270) 885-8522
PARISH FAX: (270) 885-5296
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stsppchurch.org
DIOCESAN WEBSITE: www.owensborodiocese.org
VATICAN WEBSITE: www.vatican.va
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
8:00AM-12 NOON • 1:00 PM-4:00 PM MONDAY – FRIDAY
SCHOOL TELEPHONE: (270) 886-0172
SCHOOL FAX: (270) 887-9924
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.stsppschool.org
Tru†h Radio WSPP 93.5 FM (Local Catholic Radio)
Saints Peter and Paul Assistance: 270-886-6027
Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store: 270-962-7008

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH
We give a sincere welcome to all new families moving into
our Parish. Please register with the Parish Office as soon
as possible. Families who plan to move from our parish
community are asked to let us know.

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday evening .....................................5:00 PM
Sunday ..................................8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Misa en Español............... 2:00 PM, 10:30 PM
Monday - Saturday ................................ 8:00 AM
Wednesday......................................... 5:30 PM
Thursday (en Español) ........................... 5:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 • 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

2

SS PETER & PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH, HOPKINSVILLE, KY

MINISTRY TO THE SICK
Please notify the Parish Office upon admission of a family
member into any hospital or nursing home. Any parishioner
who is ill or infirm may request anointing by calling the Parish
Office, 270-885-8522.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
This is a devotion whereby members of the parish unite in taking hours of Adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament during the day and throughout the night, seven days a week.
(Code required.) There is a regular schedule of adorers but all
are welcome to stop in for a visit. Parishioners are encouraged
to sign up for a scheduled weekly Adoration time. Please contact Bill & Jenny Rush at 270-885-2888, if you are interested
in adopting an hour or if you can be a substitute or prayer
partner Available hours: Sunday 12am, Monday 2am, Wednesday
2am & 11pm, Thursday 4am, Saturday 1am, 12pm & 1pm. Need
prayer partners Tuesday 9am & Saturday 9 pm. Please help!!

Parish Pastoral Council
Lana Bastin, Administration ...…...……...…....bastins2@yahoo.com
Stephanie Blankenberger, Principal….sblankenberger@stsppschool.org
Jan Buckner, Family Life ....………….janet.buckner59@gmail.com
Dee Dailey, Vice Chair & Worship..……....dalyfrau2@gmail.com
Libby Downs, Pastoral Associate ..….…….….ljdowns@stsppchurch.org
Hilda Gonzalez, Social Concerns.………. linareshilda@outlook.com
Fran Marko, Secretary ………….……………......franmarko@gmail.com
Morgan Murray, Chair & Spiritual Life…..….……mcm1811@yahoo.com
Robert Tyree, Education….……………..roberttyree@kycourts.net

School News
Congratulations to our Cross
Country team on their first place
finish at the Thunder & Lightning
Invitational! We also had several
individual students who medaled. Our team has this weekend
off but will be back at it next
weekend in Marshall County!
Our Students

PARISH OFFICE
Tom Buehrle (twbuehrle@att.net)….........................Director Of Stewardship
Brenda Chaudoin (bchaudoin@stsppchurch.org)....……..…. Parish Office Mgr.
Libby Downs (ljdowns@stsppchurch.org)............................Pastoral Associate
Leigh Ann Johnson ………………….………Parish Assistance Coordinator
Steve Kinnard (skinnard@stsppchurch.org)...……….Maintenance Foreman
Angie Phillips (abphillips2013@gmail.com)…………….....Thrift Store Mgr.
Mayra Tirado (mtirado@stsppchurch.org)…………Hispanic Ministry Asst.
Sue Wassmer(swassmer@stsppchurch.org)............................Parish Secretary
Dan Wilkinson(dwilkinson@stsppchurch.org)………...Parish Music Director
SCHOOL OFFICE
Stephanie Blankenberger
(sblankenberger@stsppschool.org)….......School Principal
Jaime Embry (jembry@stsppschool.org)…………….….. Reception/SCRIP
Jennifer Groves (jgroves@stsppschool.org)………….…. School Secretary

The Catholic Church teaches that the sexual abuse of any person is a
grave moral evil. To report any instance of sexual abuse by anyone
acting in the name of the Catholic Church, (priests, deacon, employee
or volunteer), please call the Diocesan Pastoral Assistance Coordinator, using the dedicated confidential phone-line (270-852-8380) as
well as the Diocesan web site (www.owensborodiocese.org/safe).
† SACRAMENTS †
† Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard Saturday from 2:00 PM
to 4:00 PM (English and Spanish), Wednesday at 4:30 PM. (ENGLISH
and SPANISH) Confessions will be heard any time by appointment.
† Baptism: Baptismal Preparation Class - Our next class will be
Sunday, October 6, 2019 at 4:00 pm. Please call the Parish Office
to register.
† Marriage: Contact the Office six months prior to the desired date.
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Join your Parish Family
for our annual picnic
this Sunday, September 22nd!
Serving from 11:45 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Chicken, Hamburger, Hotdogs and all the Fixins
Tickets available at the door
$6.00/person or $25.00/immediate family
Games for the children and teenagers,
pony rides and much more.
Ordination of Five Hispanic Permanent Deacons: Rene
Amaya, José Blanco, Edwin Pacheco, Baltazar Rafael, and
Trinidad Soriano took place on Saturday, September 14 at
St. Stephen Cathedral. At the ordination Mass, celebrated
in Spanish, these men promised to fulfil the office of deacon
with prayer and dedication, following the example of
Christ.

Thank You Note: We wanted to share with you a “Thank
You” from our own Helen Brown.
Dear Parish Families:
I cannot express to you how appreciative I am for my
parish family of Saints Peter and Paul. I have had numerous
cards, prayers, visits and phone calls from so many people.
Know of my sincere gratitude for your love and support of
me. I ask you to please keep up the prayers for me as I continue my rehab and build up my strength. Oh, how I miss
coming to Mass. What a joy it will be when I can return.
Helen Brown
Sympathy: We pray for our parishioner, Betty Jean Lancaster Fernandez, who passed away Tuesday morning,
September 17th at Bradford Heights Health and Rehab at
the age of 83. A native of Allegre, she was born on September 29, 1935 the daughter of the late
Cecil Lancaster and Jimmie Jones Janowick.
She was also preceded in death by her husband Lazaro Fernandez and her grandson,
Jacob Blankenship. Betty was a Legal Clerk
in the Judge Advocate Generals office at Fort
Campbell for many years. Survivors include her daughters:
Angela (James) Guinn of Portland, Tennessee and Kathy
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Blankenship of Hopkinsville; two grandchildren and three
great grandchildren. Funeral services were held on Thursday, September 19th at Hughart, Beard and Giles Funeral
Home. Burial will be at a later date. Let us lift up in prayer
the Fernandez family as we pray “May her soul and the
souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God
rest in peace. Amen.” As a parish, we will be offering a
Mass for Betty on Friday, October 11th at our 8:00 a.m.
Mass. All are welcome to come especially those who visited
with her and took her Holy Communion.
Change in Mass Schedule for Wednesday, September 25th
– 8:00 a.m.: Every other year the Diocese of Owensboro
hosts a Rainbow Mass for all our Catholic School Students.
(It is called Rainbow Mass because of the array of colors
represented by the uniforms worn by the various Catholic
Schools throughout the Diocese.) This
year the Rainbow Mass is scheduled
for Wednesday, September 25th in
Owensboro at 10:00 a.m. Grades 2
thru 8th grade from Saints Peter and
Paul will be in attendance along with
our priests; therefore our 8:00 a.m. Mass will not be held.
Mass will be available on Wednesday, September 25th at
5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament of Reconciliation available
beginning at 4:30 p.m. Please keep our students and chaperones in your prayers. The Mass intention scheduled for the
8:00 a.m. Mass, James E. and Elsie C. Higgins, will be offered at this Rainbow Mass.
Parish Spiritual Adoption Program: September – Month
Six – 24 Weeks – “I’m sitting up straight now!” We are
now at the end of the second trimester! Your spiritually
adopted baby now weighs almost two pounds. She sits up
straight now to accommodate her internal organs which have moved into their
final place in her little body. Babies
born prematurely at this time have a
very good chance of surviving. “Thank
you for your prayers! I’m 6 months old
now. I just opened my eyes- Before today
they were sealed shut for protection. I wonder what you look
like. I can hear sounds, too! It’s great to have someone praying for me.”
Spiritual Adoption Prayer
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much.
I beg you to spare the life of the unborn baby that I
Have spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion.
Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store: Each year on September 27th, we as a church celebrate the Memorial of St. Vincent de Paul. In honor of him and all the
good work that he has done, we invite all
our Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store volunteers to join us on Friday, September
27th for the 8:00 a.m. Mass followed by a
reception in the rectory. So we know how
many to plan for, please let Libby know you are coming.
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Celebrate Your Marriage
Saturday, September 28th
at 5:00 p.m.
Saints Peter and Paul
All Married Couples in the
Diocese of Owensboro are invited
to join Bishop William Medley
for the annual Marriage Celebration.
A reception will follow in the narthex
RSVP to Charlotte Hedges at
270-683-1545 or
charlotte.hedges@pastoral.org.
This event sponsored by the
Diocesan Office of Marriage and Family Life
Tamale Sale: The Guadalupe Committee will once again
be in the narthex on Sunday, September 29th with their delicious tamales. Tamales are bagged in packages of 5 and come in pork or chicken.
Remember, all the proceeds from
their tamale sales go toward the celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe
on December 12th.
Relay for Life: How many of us have been affected by
cancer? Whether it be a spouse, a family member, a friend
or a co-worker, we know how this disease touches us and
leaves it mark on our hearts and minds. This year we would
like to have a team from Saints Peter
and Paul to participate in the 28th Annual Christian County Relay for Life.
Would you like to join our team? We
will gather in the church for the first time
on Sunday, September 29th immediately following the
10:30 a.m. Mass. Would you stay after Mass or come and
see how you can join in the Hope that lights the way for a
cure?
Guess Who is Having a Birthday next Monday, October
1st? Fr. Richard will be celebrating his
Birthday, on Tuesday, October 1st. Consider praying for him, praying a rosary
for him, making him a card, or simply
wishing him a Happy Birthday when you
come to Mass.
Baptismal Class: Our next Baptismal Preparation Class will
be offered Sunday, October 6th at 4:00 p.m. This class is
for all first-time parents who wish to have their child baptized in the Catholic Church. Registration
is required. Please call the office if you
plan to attend. We encourage families
to attend the class before the birth of
their child and godparents are urged to
attend as well.

St. Francis of Assisi and Blessing of Pets: As a Church, we
celebrate the Memorial of St. Francis of
Assisi on Friday, October 4th. So, on Sunday, October 6th at 12:00 – Noon, all are
invited to bring your loved pet to our annual Saints Peter and Paul Pet Blessings
Day. This custom is conducted in remembrance of St. Francis of Assisi’s love for all
creatures. Fr. Richard will be there to welcome you and
bless your beloved pets. Our Christian County/Hopkinsville
Humane Society will be present with treats for our pets.
Public Square Rosary Campaign: Come and pray the Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet. As a way to join our prayers for the leaders of our communities and country and to
remember the many blessings that praying the rosary offers,
please join us on Saturday,
October 12th beginning at
11:30 a.m. at Virginia Park –
9th Street (walking distance of
our parish). Remember, this is a
way for us to show people who we are as Catholics and not
to be afraid to publicly call upon the power of God. Let us
join together – all peoples – to pray for peace in our lives,
in our families, in our society. For more information, contact
Jenny Rush at 885-2888. Know that in 2018 there were
over 21,570 Rosary Rallies held across our nation. So come
join us as we celebrate the 102nd Anniversary of the Great
Sign at Fatima.
Life Chain: On Sunday, October 13th from 2:30 to 4:00
p.m. please come and join us from Saints Peter and Paul by
“Standing Up for Life.” Participants will pray and display
posters with Pro-Life messages as part of LIFE CHAIN 2019
which will be taking place in over 1,550 cities and towns
across the USA and Canada. You will be
standing to pray for an end to abortion
and for the babies, women and men who
are victims of abortion. Posters will be
available that day. Contact Jenny or Bill Rush for more information.
God Who Never Gives Up On Us: A divorced woman
found herself struggling with an increasingly rebellious
teenage daughter. It all came to a head late one night
when the police called her to pick up her daughter who
had been arrested for drunk driving. The two of them
didn’t speak on the way home or the next day either,
until at last the mother broke the tension by giving her
daughter a small, gift-wrapped package. The girl
opened it with an air of indifference and found inside a
small rock. “Well, that’s cute, Mom. What is it?” “Read
the card, dear,” the mother replied. As the girl did so,
tears began to trickle down her cheeks, and she gave
her mom a hug as the card fell to the floor. On the card
her mother had written: “This rock is more than 200 million years old. That’s how long it’ll take before I give up
on you.” Our God is the same. He never gives up on us.
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH • SEPTEMBER 22-29

Sun:
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:

Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

No-PSR
Parish Picnic following 10:30am Mass
No Parish Holy Hour, 4pm
School Homecoming Committee Meeting, 6pm, MH
Silver Streaks, 10am, HFR
Knights of Columbus Social Meeting, 6:30pm, OA
No 8am Mass
Rainbow Mass, Owensboro Sportscenter
Rosary Makers, 8:45am, HFR
Choirs - Spanish 5:30pm; English 6:30pm
MS/HS Religious Education-5:30-8:00 pm
Finance Meeting, noon, OA
RCIA, 7:00 pm, MH
St. Vincent de Paul Breakfast with Thrift Store
Volunteers, 9am, Rectory
Education Council, 11:30am, OA
Cursillo Leaders School, 10am, OA
Diocesan Marriage Celebration Mass 5pm
PSR, 9am, Primary Center
Parish Holy Hour with K of C Family Rosary, 4pm
Pastoral Council, 5:30pm, HFR

Readings for the week of September 22, 2019
Sunday:
Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 [cf. 1a, 7b]/1 Tm
2:1-8/k 16:1-13 or 16:10-13
Monday:
Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Lk
8:16-18
Tuesday:
Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5
[1]/Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8 [1b]/Lk 9:1
-6
Thursday:
Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/
Lk 9:7-9
Friday:
Hg 2:1-9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4 [5]/Lk 9:18-22
Saturday:
Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12a, 13 [cf.
10d]/Lk 9:43b-45
Next Sunday: Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/1 Tm 6:11
-16/Lk 16:19-31
©LPi

The Parable of the Shrewd Steward:
Today’s readings warn us of the dangers of mixed-up
priorities. God’s Word is very clear on putting God first in
all areas of our lives. In our reading from Amos the Lord has
harsh words for those who take advantage of the poor,
whose priorities are not aligned with God’s.
In the 2nd reading from Timothy, St. Paul gives an antidote to the self-centeredness condemned in our 1st reading
… Imitate Christ “who gave Himself as a ransom for all”.
Instead of thinking how He could “get ahead”, Christ gave
Himself completely for us. This is how we are to live.
In Luke we learn how to bridge the gap between worldly
thinking/priorities and eternal thinking/priorities in the parable of the corrupt steward who is about to get fired
when the master discovers he has been squandering his
property. Realizing he is about to be fired, the clever
steward reaches out to his master’s various debtors to
wheel and deal with them, making friends who would look
out for him later when/if he ever became jobless.
What if we put that kind of effort in our own tasks as
good stewards of all God gives to us? Into our ministries,

St. Pius
Monday, Sept. 23
† LARRY PUCKETT
8:00 am
Tuesday, Sept. 24
† DAVID CREIGHTON JR.
8:00 am
Wednesday, Sept. 25
8:00 am
5:30 pm
Thursday, Sept. 26
8:00 am
5:30 pm Spanish
Friday, Sept. 27
8:00 am

† NO MASS– RAINBOW MASS IN OWENSBORO–
† JEFFERY MOLLOHAN
Sts. Cosmas and Damian
† JOANN SPADER
MARY GARCIA
St. Vincent de Paul

Saturday, Sept. 28
8:00 am
5:00 pm
Sunday, Sept. 29

JIM & MARIA CREIGHTON
St. Wenceslaus; St. Lawrence Ruis
& Companions
† JAMIE ALLISON
† CHARLES WHITMER
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 am

† DECECEASED MEMBERS OF THE

† JOHN J CHEWNING & JOHN J
10:30 am
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE
2:00 pm Spanish
† DOROTHY MOORE
10:30 pm Spanish
† Indicates Requiem Mass
SANCTUARY LAMP
KEN AND MARY DEAN
ADORATION CHAPEL CANDLES
IN MEMORY OF PETRA GARCIA
into the ways we could make more time for prayer, alone,
as couples, families and as a parish? What if we got as creative as the “bad steward” in the use of our finances so we
could give more generously to the poor and toward the advancement of God’s kingdom on the earth? This is our lesson
and our challenge.
Budget News

September 15, 2019
Contributing Households

Envelopes
Online Donations/EFT
Loose collection Cash
Loose collection Checks
Weekly Total
Weekly Parish Budget Needs

97
34

$6,198
$7,980
$1,109
29
$5,989
160 $21,276
$20,500
38
$6,684
Capital Campaign/Legacy Donations
Next October 5/6
1st Sunday of Month 2nd collection
Monthly Payment Due on 15th-$35,373
Balance $16,293
$59,918
Past due Diocesan Assessment 18/19
$50,364
Past due Prop. Ins. & Priest Medical Ins. Payments to Diocese 17/18
$83,706
Past due Prop. Ins. & Priest Med. Ins. Monthly Pymts. to Dio. 18/19
2019/20 Diocesan Assessment due 6/2020
$72,467
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In Need of Prayers… Bradford Heights –Melnora Altshuler, Lynda
Combs Carriage Way Assisted Living- Eleanor Rogers, Albert Weakly, Covington Convalescent– Clarence Allard, Pat Chesnut, Friendship House- Christine Mills Western State Nursing Facility- Debbie
Dickerson, Ellen Jones Christian Health Center- Helen Brown, Lillian
Cotthoff, Norma Downs, Barbara Holubecki, Others.. Jensen
Christian Adamek, Helen Allard, Wendy Anderson, Fred Anderson,
Dick & Jackie Arnold, Sabrina Petty Baker, Sherry Beck, Presley
Bradley, Ruth Britt, Joan Brockman, Carolyn Brown, Judy Brummett,
Pam Carrico, Sam Chesnut, Hugh Davenport, Todd Dressel,
Brian Dunham, Donna Dunham, Woodly ‘Damon’ Dunn, Tony
Esposito, Laurie Fancher, Zachery Fanning, Glenn Finch, Connie Fowler, Martha Fowler, Ron & Janice Godot, Caiti Louanne
Godot, Jim Gorman, Joette Grace, Richard Graham, Teresa Hite,
Beth Hancock, Bill Hancock, William Hancock, Heather Jeffries,
Carol Johnson, Tony Jones, Sarah Julien, Kevin Kahre, Frank Kahre,
Doug Kahre, Charlie Keel, Bobby Keyes, Archbishop Joseph Kurtz,
Christopher Lytle, Larry & Kathy Lytle, WP Meredith III, Joe Mezzoni Sr., Neil McGillivray, Sonny Nixon, Cecelia Omundson,
Debbie Owens-Brown, Theresa Payne, Teresa Pazin, Al Perry,
Emily Thomas Pyle, Martha Reed, Debbie Schock, Frank Selph,
Kristian Shouse, Albert Sisk, Mary Catherine Smith, Beth Snyder,
Rocky Spader, Marcy Stevens, Mike & Marilyn Stocker, Georgiann
Svestka, Ken & Mary Swicicki, Jerry & Bernie Thomas, Cathy
Thompson, ‘Pick’ Thompson, Carolyn Thorpe, William Turner,
Linda West, Helen Winstead, James Wittschack, Pamela Mezzoni
Wofford, Rose Yurkovic. Names will remain on the prayer list for 1
month. Please contact the parish office to add or remove name.
Please Pray for our Deployed
Military & Families
Ryan Harrison, Trey Johnston,
John O’Conner, and Dom Pifko

Adult Faith Opportunities!
Living in the Father’s Love: Are you stretched and would
like a way to refuel and be refreshed while
making authentic connections with others?
Would you like to have a better understanding of your faith and learn more about God?
If yes, then consider joining us for Living in the
Father’s Love, Tuesdays this fall as we journey
together, growing in relationship with God
and each other.
Location: SPP Office Annex
Who: Women 18+
Dates: 10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/29, 11/5, 11/12, 11/19
Time: 6:00pm – 8:00pm
Cost: $20
Free Online Course on St. Thomas Aquinas: The Dominicans are launching a free online course allowing
anyone to study one of the greatest minds in the
Church, St. Thomas Aquinas. The course is called
"Aquinas 101" and there are 86 video lessons
planned. Those who enroll will receive by email two lessons each week, walking you through the basics of Aquinas’ masterwork, the Summa Theologiae.

LAY MINISTERS
SEPTEMBER 28/29—26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Saturday, 5:00 pm
Altar Servers ..............................Rebecca Lee/Mia Litchfield
Cross Bearer............................................... Susanna Sargeant
Commentator .................................................. Imelda Gorman
Lectors .................................Mike Stocker, Patrice Winters
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ...............................Priest
............................................ Priest, Pam Sweet, Vicky Barnes
Choir Loft ...................................Deacon, Mary Moehlman
Ushers .......................................................... Ken and Julie Tiell
......................................................... Joe Mezzoni, Bob Marko
Vocational Cross................................... Fran and Bob Marko
Sunday, 8:00 am
Altar Servers ........................... Andrew Folz, Patrick Stevens
Cross Bearer................................................................................
Commentator ...................................................... Diana France
Lectors ................................. Mark Kramer, Heidi Wheeler
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: .........................Tom Folz
................................. Julie Folz, Dan Gardner, Lori Gardner
Choir Loft ................................. Frank Raber, Bob Stites
Ushers ..................................................David Folz, Dennis Folz
................................................. Eli Folz, Triston Folz
Vocational Cross............................... Jan and Rich Hornbeak
Sunday, 10:30 am
Altar Servers ....................... Martin Nguyen, Mason Malone
Cross Bearer............................................................ Aiden King
Commentator ....................................... Michelle Sandheinrich
Lectors ................................. Russell Malone, Leigh Malone
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: .........Wendy Anderson
........................ Martha Argotte, Sue Wassmer, Dee Dailey
Choir Loft ............Damian Sandheinrich, David Allard
Ushers .................................................. Kelly King, James Long
.............................Billy Garnett, Lindsay Garnett
Vocational Cross.............. Russell and Leigh Malone Family
Domingo 4:00 pm
Comentarista:................................................Carla Arangure
1-2 Lectura: .................... Carmen Huerta, Pedro Rodríguez
Ministro E: .............................. Day Mulero, Yolanda Perry
Hospitalidad:.......................... Miguel Magaña, Erick Gines
Monaguillos: .......... Miguel Magaña, Alondra Hernández

The Theology of Hell and Damnation - contains 8 easy to
follow lessons that comes with 2 DVDs that contain all lessons. Learn good reasons as to why hell
exists, why it is justifiably eternal, and why
we should think that many are in danger of
going there for all eternity. Taught in an
energetic and engaging fashion, you will get
all eight video lessons totaling approximately two hours of material. Become Knowledgeable And Articulate In The Most Important Things. Would you like to lead a
small group discussion using this material? See Libby for
more information.

SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 • 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Greetings

THE LAST AND THE FIRST
Jesus apparently said many times that
the first shall be last and the last shall be
first. To most this is taken to mean a reversal of human precedence in that God shows
no partiality. As an example, a Gentile
who has faith in the Messiah may well enter
God’s kingdom ahead of a member of Israel who is slow to
believe. The Samaritan understood love of neighbor better
than a Jewish priest or Levite in Jesus’ parable. God’s
choice of Israel was not just for their sake, but was also for
the sake of the salvation of the world. Israel’s choice by
God was for the service of a greater and more inclusive
purpose. Election by God always includes service and service always requires humility.
Jesus’ dictum of the first last and the last first also resonates with a very personal meaning for me. It has to do
with the rules given me and my older sister and brother,
Betty and Bill, for our playing at “the Big Tree.”
Not long after we moved into the house our parents
built in 1954 on the three acres given us by Mammaw Meredith, our father cleared an area around a large, three
boled sycamore tree which stood about 150 feet behind the
house. There he built a picnic table and, with a large tractor tire, made us a sand box. He also made a single seat
swing which he hung by chains from a large limb which
pointed forward toward the house. All of us kids, including
in succession as they came along—John, then Patrick and
Michael— spent hours playing beneath and around that Big
Tree. Our parents could watch us from the house as we
played there. And, while they gave us many rules for our
playing at the Big Tree, only one rule stands out in my
memory. If ever we saw a fox or a stray, unfamiliar dog
approaching us we were to run to the house as fast as we
could, making sure the littler ones got in the house first.
They pressed on us the dangers of rabies occurring in the
county and that we didn’t want to get bit by a rabid animal. As I recall, we had to implement the rule at least twice.
The first born could not leave the later born to fend for
themselves. The last had to come first or the first would utterly fail in our love and responsibility. For me, there is no
better illustration of what Jesus’ saying means than the rule
of the Big Tree. It was apparently also a rule, from a very
different context, which Jesus observed himself. Following
the second time he told the disciples about what would happen to him once they had arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus set
down this very important rule:
They came to Capernaum and, once inside the
house, he began to ask them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they remained silent.
They had been discussing among themselves on the
way who was the greatest. Then he sat down,
called the Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone
wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the
servant of all.” Taking a child he placed it in their
midst, and putting his arms around it he said to
them, “Whoever receives one child such as this in
my name, receives me; and whoever receives me,
receives not me but the One who sent me.” [Mark
9:33-37]
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So, whenever I hear or read Jesus citing his rule of first
and last I am reminded of the rule I knew as a child. It is
after all a rule for children. God’s firstborn Son and Holy
Child who is eternally greatest made himself least in his
shepherding and rescuing us from the rabid dangers of this
world. By welcoming and caring for the little ones, by putting them first, we welcome Jesus and serve his redemption.
By welcoming Jesus we welcome the Father and are likewise welcomed into his house where true safety alone
abides. Sometimes this means running like crazy to his
house. And, by the way, once we were all inside and safe,
Dad took his gun outside and killed the actually rabid animals which had threatened us. Our Father in Heaven will
also in the end destroy all the evil which has threatened his
children, once we are all inside. The rule still holds: see that
the littlest get inside first. Fr. Richard

Pastoral Care Dealing with Pornography: The Diocese of
Owensboro is making efforts to help confront the problem
of pornography in our society. It has launched a website—
www.cleanheartinitiative.org —to provide helpful, if
modest, resources for adults, parents, families, etc., to protect against and to find deliverance from the current
scourge. A small working group in our parish is
cooperating with the
Diocese to help implement the resources available at this site and to
prepare to have materials here to assist. At some point in
the future we hope to have information presentations for
parishioners at large as well as for parents. This is a careful first step to confront a very difficult and sensitive predicament afflicting our families and our society. We invite
you to check out and to explore the website. Spanish language components are included but still being built. Suggestions for the site’s further development are welcome. Fr.
Richard

