Saints

Peter & Paul
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H
AND SCHOOL
902 East 9th Street • Hopkinsville, KY 42240
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a Roman Catholic Community of Christians called to
be a priestly people, a household of faith, a temple of the
Holy Spirit, a beacon of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church shining for Jesus Christ in the heart of Christian
County.
Rev. Fr. Richard Meredith, Pastor
crmeredith@stsppchurch.org
Rev. Fr. Michael Charles Abiero, Parochial Vicar
mcabiero@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Tim Barnes
tdbarnes@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Roberto Cruz
rcruz@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Tim Schlueter
tschlueter@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Dr. Bill Sweet
wesweet@stsppchurch.org
PARISH OFFICE PHONE: (270) 885-8522
PARISH FAX: (270) 885-5296
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stsppchurch.org
DIOCESAN WEBSITE: www.owensborodiocese.org
VATICAN WEBSITE: www.vatican.va
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
8 AM-12 Noon • 1pm-5 PM Monday – Friday
SCHOOL TELEPHONE: (270) 886-0172
SCHOOL FAX: (270) 887-9924
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.stsppschool.org
Tru†h Radio WSPP 93.5 FM (Local Catholic Radio)
Saints Peter and Paul Assistance: 270-886-6027
Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store: 270-962-7008

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH
We give a sincere welcome to all new families moving into
our Parish. Please register with the Parish Office as soon
as possible. Families who plan to move from our parish
community are asked to let us know.

Established 1872

First Holy Communion
Sunday, May 5, 2019

First Holy Communion Class of 2018
Prayer for First Communion Children
Dear Lord:
We ask You to bless our First Communicants
who will receive the Holy Eucharist
for the first time this Sunday.
May You fill them with Your Grace
and inspire them to imitate the saints in a time
when their Catholic spirit is strongly needed in the world.
May they be protected by Our Blessed Mother and
be surrounded by legions of angels
as they journey in their faith. Amen
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday evening .....................................5:00 PM
Sunday ..................................8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Misa en Español............... 2:00 PM, 10:30 PM
Monday - Saturday ................................ 8:00 AM
Wednesday......................................... 5:30 PM
Thursday MISA EN ESPAÑOL .................... 5:30 PM
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MINISTRY TO THE SICK
Please notify the Parish Office upon admission of a family
member into any hospital or nursing home. Any parishioner
who is ill or infirm may request anointing by calling the Parish
Office, 270-885-8522.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
This is a devotion whereby members of the parish unite in taking hours of Adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament during the day and throughout the night, seven days a week.
(Code required.) There is a regular schedule of adorers but all
are welcome to stop in for a visit. Parishioners are encouraged
to sign up for a scheduled weekly Adoration time. Please contact Bill & Jenny Rush at 270-885-2888, if you are interested
in adopting an hour or if you can be a substitute or prayer
partner Available hours: Sunday 12am, Monday 2am, Wednesday
2pm, Thursday 4am , Friday 5am, Saturday 2pm & 3 pm- Need
prayer partners Saturday 8 pm & 9 pm. Please help!!

Parish Pastoral Council
Vicky Barnes, Education……..……...………....vicky@barnesws.com
Jan Buckner, Family Life……………….janet.buckner59@gmail.com
Dee Dailey, Worship …………..…....……....dalyfrau2@gmail.com
Libby Downs, Pastoral Associate ….……….ljdowns@stsppchurch.org
Gary Harden, Chair, Administration…………garyharden@gmail.com
Hilda Linares, Social Concerns…………… linareshilda@outlook.com
Fran Marko, Secretary ……………………….....franmarko@gmail.com
Morgan Murray, Vice-Chair, Spiritual Life…. morgan.c.murray.1@vumc.org
Katie Wyatt, Principal …………………...kwyatt@stsppschool.org

PARISH OFFICE
Tom Buehrle (twbuehrle@att.net)….........................Director Of Stewardship
Brenda Chaudoin (bchaudoin@stsppchurch.org)....……..…. Parish Office Mgr.
Libby Downs (ljdowns@stsppchurch.org)............................Pastoral Associate
Leigh Ann Johnson ………………….………Parish Assistance Coordinator
Steve Kinnard (skinnard@stsppchurch.org)...……….Maintenance Foreman
Angie Phillips (abphillips2013@gmail.com)…………….....Thrift Store Mgr.
Mayra Tirado (mtirado@stsppchurch.org)…………Hispanic Ministry Asst.
Sue Wassmer(swassmer@stsppchurch.org)............................Parish Secretary
Dan Wilkinson(dwilkinson@stsppchurch.org)………...Parish Music Director
SCHOOL OFFICE
Jamie Embry (jembry@stsppschool.org)……………….. Reception/SCRIP
Jennifer Groves (jgroves@stsppschool.org)………….… School Secretary
Katie Wyatt (kwyatt@stsppschool.org).................................School Principal

The Catholic Church teaches that the sexual abuse of any person is a
grave moral evil. To report any instance of sexual abuse by anyone
acting in the name of the Catholic Church, (priests, deacon, employee
or volunteer), please call the Diocesan Pastoral Assistance Coordinator, using the dedicated confidential phone-line (270-852-8380) as
well as the Diocesan web site (www.owensborodiocese.org/safe).
† SACRAMENTS †
† Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard Saturday from 2:00 PM
to 4:00 PM (English and Spanish), Wednesday at 4:30 PM. (ENGLISH
and SPANISH) Confessions will be heard any time by appointment.
† Baptism: Baptismal Preparation Class - Due to the Celebration of
First Holy Communion, our next class will be Sunday, May 12, 2019
at 4:00 pm. Please call the Parish Office to register.
† Marriage: Contact the Office six months prior to the desired date.
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First Holy Communion Sunday: This Sunday is a very important day in the lives of our students who have been preparing for the sacrament of First Holy Communion. There is
a special 4:00 p.m. First Holy Communion Mass where they
will receive the Body and Blood of Jesus for the first time
with their family and friends. We wish to congratulate them
and their families:
May their joy and excitement lead all of us to a greater
appreciation and enthusiasm for the wonderful gift that is
ours in the Holy Eucharist. We give thanks to all those involved in helping these children learn more about Christ and
His presence in the Body and Blood of Christ.

Words of Encouragement from our Popes to Parishes for
First Holy Communion
Pope Francis (2013-Present)
“The Eucharist is more than a mere feast, as we remember
the Passover of Jesus, a mystery central to our salvation.
But more than just honoring the past, it means every time
we celebrate the Sacrament of the Eucharist we, too, become part of this great Mystery of Jesus in the Passion,
Death and Resurrection; the peak of God’s Salvation. The
Eucharist is such a great gift. That’s why going to Mass is so
important, not just to pray, but to receive the Body and
Blood of Christ in Holy Communion. Through Eucharist
true communion with the Church is possible. It forgives us
and makes us one with the Father. The Last Supper is the
greatest gesture of all: This is where the love, grace and
mercy of God all come together. How beautiful!”
Pope Benedict (2005-2013)
“Dear Parish! I ask you to help your young children to grow
in faith. Accompany them on their journey towards First Communion, a journey that continues beyond this one day, and
keep accompanying them as they make their way to Jesus
and with Jesus.
“Dear Parents! Please, go with your children to Church and
take part in the Sunday Eucharistic celebration! You will
see that this is not time lost; rather, it is the very thing that
can keep your family truly united and centered. Sunday
becomes more beautiful, the whole week becomes more
beautiful ... when you go to Sunday Mass together.
“Dear Families! Please, pray together at home, at meals and
before going to bed. Prayer not only brings us closer to
God, but also brings us closer to one another. This is a powerful source of peace and joy. Family life becomes more
joyful and expansive when God is there in the center of it.
His closeness is experienced in prayer.”
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Pope Saint John Paul II (1978-2005)
“Every Mass is a memorial of one sacrifice and Passover
that restored life to the world. That unforgettable meeting
with Jesus in First Holy Communion is a great day to be
remembered as one of life’s most beautiful. Eucharist is a
Sacrament of the New Covenant, and the greatest of the
Sacraments in which the Lord becomes food for the soul
under the appearance of bread and wine. Children solemnly receive this Sacrament in First Holy Communion and they
are also encouraged to receive it as often as possible
throughout their life in order to remain in a close friendship
with Jesus. To receive Communion it is first necessary to receive Baptism: the first Holy Sacrament. When Baptisms
were received mostly by the grown-ups centuries ago, it
ended with Eucharist and was as solemn as First Communion
is today. Later, when Baptism was given mainly to newborn
babies, the solemn celebration was transferred to the moment of First Holy Communion as a great family celebration.
First Holy Communion is a day of great celebration in the
life of the entire parish community as
well. I still remember when I received
Communion for the first time together
with other boys and girls my age in my
hometown parish church. As time went on
and I grew older, I watched the younger
ones receive their First Communion and
once again experienced the emotions of
my own moment of purity and joy in my
first personal meeting with Jesus in Holy
Communion as the One who became the
Redeemer of all humankind, just out of
pure love for us. From this moment on, live the Eucharist fully
every day. Be persons for whom Communion, Eucharistic Adoration and Holy Mass are at the center and summit of your
whole life. (Picture - The First Communion of Saint Pope John
Paul II (Karol Józef Wojtyła)
Pope Saint Pius X (1903-1914)
Pope Saint Pius X taught us the importance of receiving Communion regularly and lowered the age when children could
make their First Holy Communion.
“The Gospels show clearly how much Christ loved children
while He was on earth. It was His delight to be in their midst,
He embraced them and blessed them. He was not pleased
when the disciples drove the children away: ‘Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for of such is the
kingdom of God.’ It is clearly seen how highly Jesus held
their innocence and the open simplicity of their souls on that
occasion when He called a little child to Him, saying to His
disciples: ‘Amen, I say to you, unless you become like little
children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven … Whoever receives one such little child for my sake, receives me.’ The
Catholic Church, bearing this in mind, took care from the beginning of time to bring the little ones to Christ through First
Holy Eucharistic Communion that continued through a lifetime.”
Please pray for the Children and their Families who receive
First Holy Communion this weekend, May 5, 2019
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Divine Mercy Sunday: Last Sunday we celebrated Divine
Mercy Sunday with a Holy Hour with Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament and Benediction beginning at 4:00 p.m.
as we prayed the Evening Prayer (Vespers), the Divine
Mercy Chaplet, the Holy Rosary and many taking advantage of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Divine Mercy Devotions
To Implore God’s mercy on ourselves,
our country, and our world.

Stations of the Resurrection: The
Stations of the Resurrection or Via
Lucis a beautiful devotion brought
back by St. John Paul II. The Via Lucis,
like the Via Crucis (Stations of the
Cross) has 14 stations for reflection
and prayer. The stations depict the
resurrection of Jesus, his appearances afterward and ends
with his sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. By praying
the Stations of Resurrection, we remember and celebrate
50 days of Easter. It is remembering that we are called to
be bearers of the cross and also bearers of the light. Copies of these Stations of the Resurrection can be found on
the Adoration Table. Consider using these prayer forms as
you spend your Holy Hour with the Lord.
RCIA: RCIA continues this Thursday, May 9th at 7:00 p.m.
We have reached the 4th period of the RCIA
process, which is the stage of Mystagogy.
This post-baptismal catechesis is called Mystagogy. It is a time for deepening the Christian experience, especially in appreciation
for the sacramental life, for spiritual growth,
and for entering more fully into the life and unity of the
Catholic community. Our newly initiated members now
share with Christ and His Body in the parish community, the
intimate communion of the Eucharist. We, as a parish community, pledge our prayerful support and promise to help
them grow and mature in the Catholic way of life.
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Welcome Home: Have you been away from the Catholic
Church and would like to reconnect? Or connect more deeply to our faith community?
Do you know someone in
this position? Why not
invite a neighbor, or
friend? Come with them.
No matter how long you
have been away and no
matter the reason, we invite you to consider renewing your relationship with the
Catholic Church now. We miss you and we would like to
welcome you home. Come join us on Thursday, June 13 at
7:00 p.m. in the Holy Family Room as we begin to embark
on a new journey together with our focus on helping you to
return to the regular reception of the sacraments and enjoy
a deeper relationship with Christ and His Church.
If you would like to serve on the team for this new
encounter or would like a letter of invitation be sent to
someone, please see or email Libby at
ljdowns@stsppchurch.org.
May Crowning Date Change: Saints
Peter and Paul parish will honor Mary
on Sunday, May 12th with the May
Crowning procession from the 10:30
a.m. Mass (as well as the 2:00 p.m.
Mass) to the statue of our Blessed Virgin
Mary. First Communion children, you
are invited to wear your First Communion clothes and join in this procession
and assist us in crowning Mary and honoring her as the Mother of Jesus and our Mother. You are
encouraged to bring flowers from home to honor her. We
also invite you to have a picture of Mary in your home and
place flowers next to this picture throughout the month of
May.
Mother’s Day: Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 12th. Once again this year
we are offering Mother’s Day Spiritual
Bouquet Mass Cards. The packet includes one card and envelope to be sent
to your mother as we honor all mothers for their many blessings to our lives. The second envelope contained in this
packet needs to be completed and sent to the church.
Please include your loved one’s name and your name and
address. For your convenience, these Mother’s Day Mass
Cards are available in the narthex after all Masses.
Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast: Our
Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a
Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, May 12th immediately after the 8:00
a.m. Mass. Moms come and let the Knights
serve you delicious pancakes, sausage and all the fixins as
we give honor to you and all you do.
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH • MAY 5-12

Sun:
Tues:
Wed:
Thu:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

NO PSR
NCYC Informational Meeting-6pm, HFR
Women’s Bible Study– 6pm, HFR
Rosary Makers-8:45 am, HFR
MS/HS Youth –5:30pm
Choirs - Spanish 5:30 p.m.; English 6:30 p.m.
K of C -6:30pm, OA
RCIA– 7pm, MH
School Production of Willy Wonka– 7pm, Alhambra
School Production of Willy Wonka– 7pm, Alhambra
K of C Mother’s Day Breakfast after 8am Mass
PSR Closing Celebration, 9am
Parish Holy Hour, 4pm

Readings for the week of May 5, 2019
Sunday:
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12,
13 [2a]/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14
Monday:
Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30
[1ab]/Jn 6:22-29
Tuesday:
Acts 7:51--8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a,
17 and 21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35
Wednesday:
Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/Jn 6:3540
Thursday:
Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 6:4451
Friday:
Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 6:5259
Saturday:
Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116: 12-13, 14-15, 16-17
[12]/Jn 6:60-69
Next Sunday:
Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5 [3c]/Rv 7:9,
14b-17/Jn 10:27-30©
LPi

Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store: The Saints Peter and
Paul Thrift Store Volunteers gathered this past Saturday for
breakfast at Cracker Barrel. Eighteen volunteers were able
to attend as they celebrated birthdays and joined in fellowship with one another. In attendance were: Linda Allison,
Julie Borders, Helen Brown, Jan Buckner, Teresa Burnside,
Kathy Buehrle, Pam Carlton, Jennifer Chaudoin, Libby
Downs, Sandy Doyon, Gertrude Flood, Imelda Gorman,
Mary Keel Johnson, June Mahoney, Angie Phillips, Nancy
Schaefer, Sharon Smith and Beverly Todd. We give thanks
to those who could not come and join us. Would you like to
join this group of volunteers and make a difference at our
store? Volunteers are always needed – from folding
clothes, to checking people out at the register. Please contact Angie Phillips 270-962-7008 or 270-881-0855 or
Kathy Buehrle 270-484-1504 to volunteer. Remember ….
Sts Peter & Paul Thrift Store Hours
Monday-Friday - 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Super Sales Every Friday.

Monday, May 6
8:00 AM
Tuesday, May 7
8:00 AM
Wednesday, May 8
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
Thursday, May 9
8:00 AM
5:30 PM SPANISH
Friday, May 10
8:00 AM
Saturday, May 11
8:00 AM
5:00 PM
Sunday, May 12
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
2:00 PM Spanish
10:30 PM Spanish

†

FR. FRANCIS MASTERVITO

†

NORMAN HARDEN
PAUL RUSH
CAROLYN SPURR

† DODIE & NORMAN HARDEN
† MARGIE MEREDITH
St. Damien de Veuster

† FR. MARCELLUS MOORMAN
†

FR. FRANCIS MASTERVITO
DEANA HOLDMAN
4th Sunday of Easter
ALL MOTHERS
TINA ANDERSON
† POOR SOULS IN PURGATORY
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE

† Indicates Requiem Mass
SANCTUARY LAMP
IN MEMORY OF EDWIN ROEDER
ADORATION CHAPEL CANDLES
IN HONOR OF JOE & JENNIFER CHAUDOIN
Good Stewards: May 5 – Third Sunday of Easter: In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells Peter again and again, “If you love
Me, feed my sheep.” He says the same to each of us, “If you
love Me, use the gifts I have given you to serve your brothers and sisters.” See John 21:15f

Budget News

April 28, 2019
Contributing Households

Envelopes
Online Donations/EFT
Loose collection Cash
Loose collection Checks
Weekly Total
Weekly Parish Budget Needs

92
3

$6,733
$80
$934
31
$2,127
126
$9,874
$20,500
$205
Special Collection: Home Missions
26
$1,170
Capital Campaign/Legacy Donations
Next May 4/5
1st Sunday of Month 2nd collection
Monthly Payment Due on 15th-$35,373
Balance $15,467
$0
Past due Diocesan Assessment 17/18- PAID 4/12/19
$50,364
Past due Prop. Ins. & Priest Medical Ins. Payments to Diocese 17/18
$52,336
Past due Prop. Ins. & Priest Med. Ins. Monthly Pymts. to Dio. 18/19
2018/19 Diocesan Assessment due 6/2018
$72,726
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In Need of Prayers… Bradford Heights –Melnora Altshuler, Wilma
Villinger, Carriage Way Assisted Living- Eleanor Rogers, Albert
Weakly, Covington Convalescent–Pat Chesnut, Friendship HouseChristine Mills Western State Nursing Facility- Debbie Dickerson,
Ellen Jones Christian Health Center- Lillian Cotthoff, Norma Downs,
Barbara Holubecki, Others.. Betty Aberle, Jensen Christian
Adamek, Clarence & Helen Allard, Wendy Anderson, Fred Anderson, Susan Anderson, Dick & Jackie Arnold, Matt Baker, Pat Bradley, Ruth Britt, Joan Brockman, Judy Brummett, Sam Chesnut, Lynda
Combs, Hugh Davenport, Todd Dressel, Donna Dunham,
Woodly ‘Damon’ Dunn, Tony Esposito, Glenn Finch, Connie
Fowler, Martha Fowler, Ron & Janice Godot, Stacey Godot, Jim
Gorman, Richard Graham, Teresa Hite, Beth Hancock, William
Hancock, Heather Jeffries, Carol Johnson, Tony Jones, Doug Kahre,
Charlie Keel, Bobby Keyes, Christopher Lytle, Larry & Kathy Lytle,
Don McCowan, Joe Mezzoni Sr., Mike Moseley, Diane Mumme,
Neil McGillivray, Pearl Nethery, Cecelia Omundson, Debbie
Owens-Brown, Theresa Payne, Teresa Pazin, Al Perry, Emily Thomas Pyle, Martha Reed, Debbie Schock, Frank Selph, Kristian
Shouse, Albert Sisk, Beth Snyder, Linda Stepanek, Marcy Stevens,
Mike & Marilyn Stocker, Georgiann Svestka, Ken & Mary Swicicki,
Jerry & Bernie Thomas, ‘Pick’ Thompson, Carolyn Thorpe, Linda
West, Charles Whitmer, Helen Winstead, James Wittschack, Rose
Yurkovic. Names will remain on the prayer list for 1 month. Please
contact the parish office to add or remove name.
Please Pray for our Deployed
Military & Families
Ryan Harrison, Trey Johnston, Jake Means,
John O’Conner, and Dom Pifko
Food for Thought: To Doubt or To Believe? Jesus said to
Thomas, “Have you come to believe because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have
believed.” Many of us identify with Thomas the doubter
even though Thomas proclaimed one of the most awesome
declarations of faith, “My Lord, and my God!” Why is that?
Doubting can call us to a deeper level of faith, stretching us
to trust more deeply in the Lord, beckoning us to mature as
a disciple. Your life and mine is to bear witness to our faith,
by what we say, but more importantly by what we do.
How can we ‘prove’ to others that Christ is risen from the
dead? How can we can help a modern doubter, like Thomas, come to know Christ? Last Sunday’s Gospel passage,
John 20:19–31, affirms that people come to believe in the
risen Christ through their experience of the believing community, through people like us. Reflection questions: How
does my life reflect the risen Christ? What and who help
me grow in my role as a witness of the Resurrection? How
do I enrich the community of faith to which I belong? How
do I bear witness to our new Catholics who joined us at
Easter of the Risen Christ in my life.
College Students: A number of our college
students are in the midst of final papers and
projects due as well as their upcoming final
exams. Let us keep them in our prayers this
week.

LAY MINISTERS
MAY 11/12—FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Saturday, 5:00 pm
Altar Servers ..............................Rebecca Lee, Mia Litchfield
Cross Bearer................................................................................
Commentator ......................................................... Fran Marko
Lectors ................................ Imelda Gorman, Patty Goode
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ................. Vicky Barnes
........................Pam Carlton, JoAshley Hall, Mary Ann Keel
Choir Loft ................................Julie Tiell, Mary Moehlman
Ushers ................................................... Bob Marko, Todd Hall
....................................................................Ken Tiell, Ivan Viall
Vocational Cross..................................................... Pat Puckett
Sunday, 8:00 am
Altar Servers ................................. Ellie Groves, Josh Groves
Cross Bearer.............................................. Eva Blankenberger
Commentator ...................................................... Diana France
Lectors ......... Jennifer Groves, Stephanie Blankenberger
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ........................ Julie Folz
...................... Maria Creighton, Jenny Rush, Marcy Stevens
Choir Loft ............................... Terri Means, Lana Bastin
Ushers ..................................................... Chuck Spurr, Bill Rush
.............................Anthony France, Philip Garnett
Vocational Cross................................... Bob and Carol Kranz
Sunday, 10:30 am
Altar Servers .......................... Anna Allard, Jonathan Allard
Cross Bearer............................................................ Aiden King
Commentator .......................................................... Dee Dailey
Lectors ........................................ David Allard, Alex Allard
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: .........Wendy Anderson
.................. Vicki Luckey, Michelle Sandheinrich, Kelly King
Choir Loft ............... Marlee Thomas, Sarah Covington
Ushers ........................................ Pat Covington, Chris Thomas
............................. Noah Thomas, Landry Thomas
Vocational Cross........ Brandon Whitt & Nichole McDonald
Domingo 2:00 pm
Comentarista: .................................................. Pedro Rodríguez
1-2 Lectura: .............................. Daisy Aviles, Emmanuel Ixcol
Ministro E: .......................... Mayra Tirado, Pedro González
Hospitalidad: ................... Victor Hernández, Tomas Macario
Monaguillos:......................... Michelle Salas, Miguel Magaña
With Easter Joy we are continuing our
Weekly Food Donations to the Aaron
McNeil Center. This week’s food item is
Canned green peas. All items can be
placed in the barrel in the coat closet near
the restrooms. Thank you so much for your
generosity.

Important Dates
Confirmation Rehearsal
Wednesday, May 15th at 6:30 p.m.
Confirmation Celebration:
Sunday, May 19th at 4:00 p.m.
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Pastor’s Greeting:
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY IN MAY
For many centuries in Europe and
North America, May has been a month of
particular Christian devotion to the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Early springtime in
the northern hemisphere is marked with a riot of blossoms,
green budding leaves, nesting birds and bird song, and an
overall sense of new beginnings and vitality. No doubt, the
chaste purity and maternal virginity of Mary helped Christians proclaim the innocence and purity of love and life
even as their pre-Christian cultural matrix was colored by
lust. Grace steals none of the joy or exuberance from love.
Lust offers only an illusory thrill and truly sad consequences.
So May is a most apt month for veneration of the humble
and most pure maiden Mother of God. We learn from her
that she always points us to her Son, Jesus Christ, whom we
worship as truly God and truly human.
The spirit of authentic Marian devotion is expressed
in her own prayer as found in Luke 1:46-55. “And Mary
said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior, for he has regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden. For behold, henceforth all generations will call
me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for
me, and holy is his name.’”
The Word of God in Sacred Scripture proclaims in
Mary’s own voice that “all generations” will call her
“blessed.” As such this is both a prophecy and a mandate
for all who keep God’s word. As Christians we remember
Mary. Our telling of her blessedness is part of our proclamation of the Gospel itself. God, her savior and ours, prepared her by Grace for her role as mother and disciple of
the Messiah. In praise of God, not of herself, she acknowledges from the joy which filled her that her soul “magnified”
the Lord. To what other human being did God ever reveal
such a purpose for her very being? In the lowliness of this
young woman of Nazareth, this daughter of Israel, God
prepared and brought to light a human person in whom and
through whom like a magnifying lens the power and glory
of God would shine upon the world. Elizabeth, the mother
of John the Baptist, said it so well of Mary, “Blessed are you
among women,” and “Blessed is she who believed that there
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the
Lord.” Mary’s complete yes to God regardless of the suffering her “let it be done to me” would entail, saw her
standing steadfast from the Annunciation to the Cross, and
from the Cross to Pentecost.
That Christians would be divided over the honor
due to our Blessed Mother is one of the greatest sacrileges
fomented by the Devil against us. The Book of Revelation
clearly tells us that Satan pursued the mother of the Messiah
and made war on her and on her other children (the
Church). Its attack is two-fold. On the one hand it seduces
some Christians to mistake the creature, that is the Blessed
Virgin Mary, for God. This heresy exaggerates Mary’s preeminence in her relationship with Christ and in the Church to
the point of making her equal to God’s only-begotten Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ. But this denies Mary’s own Biblical
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voice acknowledging her lowliness and that God is her Savior. On the other hand, the Devil induces some Christians to
deny Mary entirely, to reject her intercessory role as our
Mother given to us by Christ himself on the cross. It seeks to
throw out the Scripture acknowledging Mary’s role magnifying the Lord, in which all ages declare her “blessed.”
True devotion to Mary, Mother of God, realizes
that all who hear and heed the Word of God in faith lived
out in love are “brother, and sister, and mother” to Christ
Jesus. We participate with Mary in her grace, just as we
participate through Grace in the ministry and work of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Mary is the pre-eminent model of how to
answer the call and gift of grace. It is the meekness of
grace in the servant’s heart which allows the power of God
to be manifest in us. No Christian can object to Mary’s
word in the Sacred Scripture which teaches us regarding
her son, our Lord Jesus Christ, “Do,” she said, “whatever he
tells you.”
Catholic and Orthodox Christians are rich in the
prayers and meditations passed down through the ages
celebrating our communion of holiness with the Blessed Virgin and the Heavenly community of the saints and angels.
My favorites remain the two prayers which most cite the
Gospels, the “Hail Mary” and the “Angelus.” With the
Faithful of the ages we pray journeying toward the Kingdom of God, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.” Fr. Richard
2019 Sophia Award: Do you know someone in our parish
that lives a life of stewardship (giving of time, talent and
treasure)? We would love to honor her/him with a Sophia
Award! Individuals 18 and older may nominate someone.
Who is eligible? Anyone sixty-five or older who has not
previously received a Sophia Award is eligible for nomination (lay person – individual or married couple, member of
a religious community or an ordained deacon or priest). A
person can be nominated on past outstanding contributions
(living or deceased) and can be home bound. Nomination
forms are available in the sacristy or in the parish office.

First Communion Class of 1962 with Fr. Willett.

