Saints

Peter & Paul
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H
902 East Ninth Street • Hopkinsville, KY 42240
Established 1872
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a Roman Catholic Community of Christians called to
be a priestly people, a household of faith, a temple of the
Holy Spirit, a beacon of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church shining for Jesus Christ in the heart of Christian
County.
Rev. Fr. Richard Meredith, Pastor
crmeredith@stsppchurch.org
Rev. Fr. Michael Charles Abiero, Parochial Vicar
mcabiero@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Tim Barnes
tdbarnes@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Roberto Cruz
rcruz@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Tim Schlueter
tschlueter@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Dr. Bill Sweet
wesweet@stsppchurch.org
PARISH OFFICE PHONE: (270) 885-8522
PARISH FAX: (270) 885-5296
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stsppchurch.org
DIOCESAN WEBSITE: www.owensborodiocese.org
VATICAN WEBSITE: www.vatican.va
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
8 AM-12 Noon • 1pm-5 PM Monday – Friday
SCHOOL TELEPHONE: (270) 886-0172
SCHOOL FAX: (270) 887-9924
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.stsppschool.org
Tru†h Radio WSPP 93.5 FM (Local Catholic Radio)
Saints Peter and Paul Assistance: 270-886-6027
Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store: 270-962-7008

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH
We give a sincere welcome to all new families moving into
our Parish. Please register with the Parish Office as soon
as possible. Families who plan to move from our parish
community are asked to let us know.

LEARN
Future Leader
LEAD
Kentucky Youth Assembly

SUCCEED
Cross Country

SERVE
Funeral Prayer Line

Catholic Schools Week
January 27-February 2
‘Learn • Serve •Succeed • Lead’
PICTURED ARE OUR OWN STS. PETER AND PAUL STUDENTS
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday evening .................................... 5:00 PM
Sunday ................................. 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Misa en Español ............... 2:00 PM, 10:30 PM
Monday - Saturday ................................ 8:00 AM
Wednesday ......................................... 5:30 PM
Thursday MISA EN ESPAÑOL ..................... 5:30 PM
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MINISTRY TO THE SICK
PARISH STAFF
Please notify the Parish Office upon admission of a family
Tom
Buehrle
(twbuehrle@att.net)...............Director
Of Stewardship
member into any hospital or nursing home. Any parishioner
Brenda
Chaudoin
(bchaudoin@stsppchurch.org)….
Parish
Office Mgr.
who is ill or infirm may request anointing by calling the Parish
Libby Downs (ljdowns@stsppchurch.org)............Pastoral Associate
Office, 270-885-8522.
Jennifer Groves (jgroves@stsppschool.org)…… School Secretary
Leigh Ann Johnson …………………Parish Assistance Coordinator
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Steve Kinnard (skinnard@stsppchurch.org)...Maintenance Foreman
This is a devotion whereby members of the parish unite in taking hours of Adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament dur- Donna Pfeufer (dgpfeufer@gmail.com)……...Thrift Store Gen. Mgr.
Angie Phillips (abphillips2013@gmail.com)……...Thrift Store Mgr.
ing the day and throughout the night, seven days a week.
Mayra Tirado (mtirado@stsppchurch.org)...Hispanic Ministry Asst.
(Code required.) There is a regular schedule of adorers but all
Sue Wassmer (swassmer@stsppchurch.org)............Parish Secretary
are welcome to stop in for a visit. Parishioners are encouraged
Dan Wilkinson(dwilkinson@stsppchurch.org)...Parish Music Director
to sign up for a scheduled weekly Adoration time. Please conKatie Wyatt (kwyatt@stsppschool.org)...................School Principal
tact Bill & Jenny Rush at 270-885-2888, if you are interested
in adopting an hour or if you can be a substitute or prayer
The Catholic Church teaches that the sexual abuse of any person is a
partner. Available hours: Sunday 12 am (midnight) & 5 pm, Mon- grave moral evil. To report any instance of sexual abuse by anyone
day 2am, Friday 10 am, Saturday 3 pm- Need prayer partners
acting in the name of the Catholic Church, (priests, deacon, employee
Friday 9am, Saturday 8am, 9 am, 8 pm & 9 pm. Please help!!
or volunteer), please call the Diocesan Pastoral Assistance Coordina-

Parish Pastoral Council
Vicky Barnes, Education……..……...………....vicky@barnesws.com
Jan Buckner, Family Life……………….janet.buckner59@gmail.com
Dee Dailey, Worship …………..…....……....dalyfrau2@gmail.com
Libby Downs, Pastoral Associate ….……….ljdowns@stsppchurch.org
Gary Harden, Chair, Administration…………garyharden@gmail.com
Hilda Linares, Social Concerns…………… linareshilda@outlook.com
Fran Marko, Secretary ……………………….....franmarko@gmail.com
Morgan Murray,Vice-Chair, Spiritual Life morgan.c.murray.1@vanderbilt.edu
Katie Wyatt, Principal …………………...kwyatt@stsppschool.org

tor, using the dedicated confidential phone-line (270-852-8380) as
well as the Diocesan web site (www.owensborodiocese.org/safe).
† SACRAMENTS †
† Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard Saturday from 2:00 PM
to 4:00 PM (English and Spanish), Wednesday at 4:30 PM. (ENGLISH
and SPANISH) Confessions will be heard any time by appointment.
† Baptism: Baptismal Preparation Class is usually held the first Sunday of each month. Our next class will be Sunday, February 3,
2019 at 4:00 pm. Please call the Parish Office to register.
† Marriage: Contact the Office six months prior to the desired date.
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National Catholic Schools: National Catholic Schools Week
2019 (CSW) will be observed in dioceses around the United
States January 27–February 2, 2019. This year’s theme,
“Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve.
Lead. Succeed.” focuses on the
important spiritual, academic
and societal contributions provided by a Catholic education
firmly rooted in the Truth of the
Gospel. As Bishop Michael C.
Barber, SJ, Oakland, newly
elected chairman of the U. S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee on Catholic Education said, “Young people today need Catholic education
more than ever. In a world where truth, beauty, and goodness are considered all but subjective, the Way, Truth, and
Life offered us in Jesus Christ are our only source of direction, clarity, and hope. Furthermore, being rooted in faith
does not endanger the academic quality of Catholic schools,
but in fact is their very motivation for excellence in all
things.”
Nearly 1.8 million students are currently educated in
6,352 Catholic schools in cities, suburbs, small towns and
rural communities around the
country. Students receive an
education that helps them
become critical thinkers,
strong communicators and
active members of society,
thus equipping them for higher education, a competitive
work environment, and most
importantly, living a Christian
life of virtue in a challenging
society. (Picture is of our 2nd
grade students and their teacher.) “Following Christ’s example of loving and serving all people, Catholic schools proudly provide a well-rounded education to disadvantaged families, new arrivals to America and to all who seek a seat in
our schools. Since the inception of Catholic schools in our
country, we have always sought to welcome families of all
backgrounds while maintaining our principles and teaching
in a spirit of charity,” Bishop Barber said.
The observance of CSW began in 1974. Schools
and parishes around the country will hold activities such as
Masses, open houses, and family gatherings to celebrate the
communities they represent. The
week also highlights the educational and community successes
of Catholic schools nationwide.
Ninety-nine percent of Catholic
school students graduate from
high school and 86 percent of
Catholic school graduates attend college. This percentage
has been consistent for more
than 20 years.
(Picture is of two of our students participating in Trunk or
Trick.)
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Trivia Night #9 Rescheduled
Friday, February 1st
Doors open with Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Trivia begins at 7:00 p.m.
(If you did not reserve a table and wish to do so,
please call the parish office.)
The Feast of the Presentation – February 2nd, often called
Candlemas, commemorates the purification of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and the presentation of Christ in the temple,
which occurred 40 days after his birth as prescribed by
Jewish law. According to Mosaic law, a
mother who had given birth to a boy
was considered unclean for seven
days. Also, she was to remain 33 days
"in the blood of her purification." Luke
tells us, quoting Exodus 13:2,12, that
Mary and Joseph took Jesus to Jerusalem because every firstborn child was
to be dedicated to the Lord. They also
went to sacrifice a pair of doves or
two young pigeons, showing that Mary
and Joseph were poor. Once in the
temple, Jesus was purified by the prayer of Simeon, in the
presence of Anna the prophetess. Simeon, upon seeing the
Messiah, gave thanks to the Lord, singing a hymn now called
the Nunc Dimittis:
Lord, now you let your servant go in peace,
your word has been fulfilled:
My own eyes have seen the salvation,
which you have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
Simeon told Mary, "Behold, this child is set for the
fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against, (and a sword will pierce through your own soul
also), that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed."
Simeon thus foreshadowed the crucifixion and the sorrows of
Mary at seeing the death of her Son.
So come join us on Saturday, February 2nd at the
8:00 a.m. Mass as we will gather and celebrate this great
feast. There will be a lit candle procession so bring yours
from home or come to the sacristy and get one.
World Day for Consecrated Life – February 2, 2019
(Celebrated in Parishes February 2-3): In 1997, Pope
Saint John Paul II instituted a day of prayer for women and
men in consecrated life. This celebration is attached to the
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd. This
Feast is also known as Candlemas Day; the day on which
candles are blessed symbolizing Christ who is the light of
the world. So too, those in consecrated life are called to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to
all peoples. The celebration of
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World Day for Consecrated Life is transferred to the following Sunday in order to highlight the gift of consecrated
persons for the whole Church. Please pray for all those who
have made commitments in the consecrated life, and be sure
to thank them on their special day. May they continue to be
inspired by Jesus Christ and respond generously to God's
gift of their vocation.
Some Christian women and men respond to God’s
call to become followers of Jesus through profession of vows
and a life dedicated to prayer and service. They live out
the consecrated life in different ways. Religious sisters, nuns,
brothers, religious priests, and monks consecrate their lives
through their profession of the evangelical vows and live as
part of a community. Single lay people may choose to be
consecrated virgins and make private vows to the local
bishop as they live out their vocation in various walks of life.
Secular institutes are another form of living the consecrated
life as single people. Those who become followers of Jesus
through the consecrated life bless the Church.
Please pray for all those who have made commitments in the consecrated life, and be sure to thank them on
their special day. May they continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ and respond generously to God's gift of their vocation.

St. Blaise Blessing of Throats
February 2-3 - Next Weekend
St. Blaise was the Bishop of Sebaste in Armenia during the
4th century. Very little is known about his life back then.
Some accounts say he was a physician before he became
Bishop. His reputation spread through the entire Church in
the Middle Ages because he was
reputed to have miraculously cured
a little boy who nearly died from a
fishbone in his throat. Since the 8th
century St. Blaise has been venerated as patron saint of those who
suffer from diseases of the throat.
We pray for protection from afflictions of the throat and other illnesses, as a sign of our faith in God’s
protection, His love for us and for
the sick. Customs vary in different cultures. In Germany the
blessing of throats is given with lighted candles. In certain
Hispanic countries a ribbon is given to be worn around the
neck for the nine days following the blessing. In the patron
church of St. Blaise in Rome, the blessing is given with a relic
of St. Blaise in the crystal of a large ring, pressed against
the throat. The blessing is given by touching the throat with
two blessed candles joined together in the form of a cross,
with a prayer, to which we respond: “Amen”
World Marriage Day – February 10th: World Marriage
Day honors husband and wife as head of the family; the
basic unit of society. It salutes the beauty of their faithfulness, sacrifice and joy in daily married life. The idea of
celebrating marriage began in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in
1981. The event was so successful, the idea spread to other
communities. By 1982, 43 governors officially proclaimed
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the day and celebrations spread to U. S. Military bases in
several foreign countries. In 1983, the name was changed
to "World Marriage Day". World Marriage Day celebrations continue to grow
and spread to more countries and faith
expressions every year. As a church, we
at Saints Peter and Paul will be offering
a special Mass on Sunday, February 10th
at 5:00 p.m. to recognize World Marriage Day. At this
Mass there will be an opportunity to renew your Wedding
Vows. This is a wonderful time to invite the whole family, to
rejoice in the tremendous gift of the Sacrament of Marriage. A reception will follow in the narthex.
If you would like to assist in the planning of this
special Mass, please join us on Saturday, February 2nd at
10:00 a.m. in the Holy Family Room.
KUNA: Saints Peter and Paul Catholic School will once
again be sending student delegates to this year’s KUNA
(Kentucky United Nations Assembly). The Kentucky United
Nations Assembly (KUNA) is a 3-day experiential learning
and leadership conference in which students participate
directly in simulated international diplomacy. KUNA offers
students the opportunity to experience the richness of cultures from around the world, develop empathy, and hone
their critical thinking skills while engaging with a wide variety of perspectives and global issues. This Assembly is held
in Louisville from Sunday, March 3rd thru Tuesday, March
5th. Each delegation is given a country and Saints Peter
and Paul School was given Solomon Islands. As Ambassadors, students dive deeply into the culture of another nation
and are encouraged to re-examine the world from a new
perspective. Students develop solutions for international
issues by writing, presenting, debating, and voting on UN
Resolutions.
In an effort to raise money to assist these11 delegates in this trip they are offering a Bake Sale.

Bake Sale
Next Weekend – February 2nd and 3rd
Sponsored by Saints Peter and Paul School
KUNA Students
Come and Support them!

Bishop Medley’s Anniversary: Bishop
William Francis Medley will be celebrating
his 9th Anniversary as fourth Bishop of the
Diocese of Owensboro on Sunday, February
10th. Please keep him in your prayers. If
you would like to send him a card congratulating him and offering your prayers, send
the card to Bishop William Francis Medley,
John McRaith Center, 600 Locust Street, Owensboro, KY
42301.
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH • JANUARY 27-MARCH 3

Sun: PSR-9am
(1/27) Holy Hour-4pm, Church
Financial Peace-5pm, MH
Parish Council-5:30 pm, OA
Mon: Stained Glass Window Comm-5:15 pm, OA
Wed: Rosary Makers-8:45 am, HFR
MS/HS Youth -5:30 pm-Family Night
Choirs: Spanish 5:30 pm, English 6:30 pm
Thu: RCIA-7pm, MH
Fri:
Education Council-11:30 am, OA
Sat: Planning Meeting-World Marriage Day-10 am, HFR
Sun: PSR-9am
(2/3) Parish Holy Hour-4 pm
No Financial Peace University
Parent Meeting-1st Communion-5:15 pm, Church
Readings for the week of January 27, 2019
Sunday:
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/1
Cor
12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
Monday:
Heb 9:15, 24-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/
Mk 3:22-30
Tuesday:
Heb 10:1-10/Ps 40:2 and 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11/
Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday:
Heb 10:11-18/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk 4:120
Thursday:
Heb 10:19-25/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/
Mk 4:21-25
Friday:
Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40/
Mk 4:26-34
Saturday:
Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 19/Heb 2:14-18/
Lk 2:22-40 or Luke 2:22-32
Next Sunday:
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17 /
1 Cor 12:31-13:13 or 1 Cor 13:4-13/
Lk 4:21-30
©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Anointing of the Sick: Pope John Paul II designed February 11th as World Day of the Sick, “a special time of prayers and sharing, of offering one’s suffering for the good of
the Church and of reminding us to see in our sick brothers
and sisters the face of Christ who, by suffering, dying, and
rising, achieve the salvation of humankind.
Because of this, we will celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick at all
Masses the weekend of February 16th
and 17th. Consider inviting an elderly
person to Mass with you on this weekend so they can receive this Sacrament of healing as well!

Monday, January 28
St. Thomas Aquinas
8:00 AM
† MARGARET MATLOCK
Tuesday, January 29
8:00 AM
† ARNOLD BORDERS
Wednesday, January 30
8:00 AM
† GEORGE & MARY MACIAS
5:30 PM
† JUDY ALEXANDER
Thursday, January 31
St. John Bosco
8:00 AM
† JAMES EDWARD BARTCH
5:30 PM SPANISH
LIBBY DOWNS
Friday, February 1
8:00 AM
RUSH GRANDCHILDREN
Saturday, February 2
Presentation of The Lord
8:00 AM
† PEDRO & OLGA MONTEJOS
5:00 PM
KELLIE BELEW
Sunday, February 3
Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
† LARRY PUCKETT
10:30 AM
THE TILLMAN FAMILY
2:00 PM Spanish
† BARBARA DOWNS
10:30 PM Spanish
FOR ALL THE PEOPLE
† Indicates Requiem Mass
SANCTUARY LAMP

TO HONOR ALL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
ADORATION CHAPEL CANDLES

FOR THE PEOPLE OF NAIROBI, KENYA
Stewardship New…. The U.S. bishops’ pastoral on stewardship
reinforces today’s reading from 1 Corinthians: “Because its individual members do collectively make up the Body of Christ, that
body’s health and well-being are the responsibility of the members — the personal responsibility of each one of us. We all are
stewards of the Church.”

Budget News

January 20, 2019
Contributing Households

Envelopes
Online Donations/EFT
Loose collection Cash
Loose collection Checks
Weekly Total
Weekly Parish Budget Needs
Capital Campaign/Legacy Donations
1st Sunday of Month 2nd collection
Monthly Payment Due on 15th-$35,373

Past due Diocesan Assessment 17/18

February 1st @ 6:30 pm
St. Stephen Cathedral
Owensboro, KY
“Vibrant Faith in a Secular Age”
Learn the tools we need to pass on
our faith in a secular world that pulls
against the home and family life.

57
2

$3,466
$200
$545
20
$2,550
79
$6,761
$20,500
19
$1,887
Next Feb. 2/3
$4,177
Balance
$13,578

$50,364
$23,355
2018/19 Diocesan Assessment due 6/2018
$74,036
Cold and Flu Season is Here: If you are “coming down”
with a runny rose, cough, sore throat, or just do not feel well
in general, please be considerate of others. We would like
to ask that you please refrain from shaking/holding hands at
the “sign of peace,” and choose not to receive the Precious
Blood from the chalice at Communion.
Past due Prop. Ins. & Priest Medical Ins. Payments to Diocese 17/18
Past due Prop. Ins. & Priest Med. Ins. Monthly Pymts. to Dio. 18/19
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In Need of Prayers… Bradford Heights –Melnora Altshuler,
Carriage Way Assisted Living- Eleanor Rogers, Albert Weakly
Covington Convalescent–Pat Chesnut, Friendship House- Christine
Mills Western State Nursing Facility- Debbie Dickerson, Ellen Jones
Christian Health Center- Alice Chuhralya, Lillian Cotthoff, Norma
Downs, Barbara Holubecki - Others.. Betty Aberle, Jensen Christian Adamek, Vonnie Adams, Clarence & Helen Allard, Wendy
Anderson, Jackie Arnold, Makenna Arnold, Fred Anderson, Matt
Baker, Diane Bailey, Jean Baker, Sabrina Petty Baker, Madison
Boren, Ruth Britt, Joan Brockman, Judy Brummett, Sam Chesnut,
George Coleman, Lynda Combs, Belinda Cunningham, Ken &
Peggy Cunningham, Hugh Davenport, Donna Dunham,
Franki Durbin, Glenn Finch, Terry Flanders, Bill Folz, Connie
Fowler, Martha Fowler, Ron & Janice Godot, Richard Graham,
Teresa Hite, Heather Jeffries, Carol Johnson, Jim Gorman, Mike
Grabner, Beth Hancock, William Hancock, Chester Jackson, Tony
Jones, Doug Kahre, Charlie Keel, ‘Buzz’ Langhi, Christopher Lytle,
Larry & Kathy Lytle, James McGillivray, Joe Mezzoni Sr., Diane
Mumme, Mason Nickles, Cecelia Omundson, Theresa Payne, Teresa
Pazin, Al Perry, Emily Thomas Pyle, Zoe Raber, Martha Reed,
Edwin Roeder, Frank Selph, Kristian Shouse, Linda Stepanek, Mike
& Marilyn Stocker, Georgiann Svestka, Ken & Mary Swicicki, Jerry & Bernie Thomas, Carolyn Thorpe, Wilma Villinger, Linda
West, Charles Whitmer, Helen Winstead, James Wittschack.
Please Pray for our Deployed
Military & Families
Trey Johnston, Jake Means, John O’Conner,
and Dom Pifko
Black Books: For the last number of years we have ordered the “Little Black Books” for the season of Lent. You
have overwhelmingly used these to assist you in your Lenten
Journey. A parishioner asked if they could help sponsor
these books so that we could give them away to our parish
families instead of asking for $1.00 donations. Well 450
books have been ordered at a cost of $.70 per book for a
total cost of $405.00 which includes shipping and handling.
As of today we have received donations in the amount of
$150.00. Would you like to make a donation as well? If
you do, place your donation in an envelope marked “Black
Books for Lent” and place this sealed envelope in the collection basket or bring by the parish office. We are always
grateful of your generosity to Saints Peter and Paul Parish.
Peeling Paint: Have you noticed the condition of the paint
on the Parish Offices /Gym Building? It has been determined that the building (built in 1980) has experienced
paint and block filler failure which has caused paint peeling. Additional problems such as weakening of the blocks
from evanescence and mold on the interior walls has elevated the priority to have the paint issue resolved. For building
maintenance, safety and health concerns, several subject
matter experts have been consulted and concluded the
same results and corrective actionsStrip the block fill, caulk gutters, correct cracks in
block and grout,
Seal with commercial grade sealant, Loxon XP, to
stop water infiltration and
Paint.

LAY MINISTERS
FEBRUARY 2/3 • FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Saturday, 5:00 pm
Altar Servers ....................................................School Students
Cross Bearer ..................................................... School Student
Commentator .................................................... School Student
Lectors ..........................................................School Students
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ..................... Jane Irwin,
.......................... Arsha Battah, Pat Johnson, Mary Ann Keel
Choir Loft..................................... Julie Tiell, JoAshley Hall
Ushers .................................................................... Joe Mezzoni
...........................................................................School Students
Vocational Cross ................................Roger Westfall Family
Sunday, 8:00 am
Altar Servers ....................................................School Students
Cross Bearer ..................................................... School Student
Commentator .................................................... School Student
Lectors ..........................................................School Students
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ....................... Julie Folz,
................................... Tom Folz, Lana Bastin, Marcy Stevens
Choir Loft ................................. Bob Stites, Frank Raber
Ushers ...................................................................... David Folz,
.........................................................School Students
Vocational Cross ........................................ David Folz Family
Sunday, 10:30 am
Altar Servers ....................................................School Students
Cross Bearer ..................................................... School Student
Commentator .................................................... School Student
Lectors ..........................................................School Students
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: .................. Vicki Luckey,
................ Donna Dunham, Marlee Thomas, Nathan Tillman
Choir Loft .................. Jennifer P’Pool, Jessica Wadley
Ushers ....................................................................Jerry Adams
........................................................School Students
Vocational Cross ................................... Phillip Tillman Family
Domingo 2:00 pm
Comentarista: ........................................................... Lupita Rosas
1-2 Lectura: ............................ Evelia Ocampo, Daisy Mulero
Ministro E: ........................... Pedro González, Yolanda Perry
Hospitalidad: ......................... Chano Vieyra, Tomás Macario
Monaguillos: ............................. Alanis Mulero, Michelle Salas
Additionally, the plan includes running commercial dehumidifiers, 90gal/day extraction, to suck out the moisture in the
blocks and to help “pull” in the sealant when applied. Cost
to complete the project is quoted at $17,000.
We are currently in the process of requesting approval
from the Bishop to begin the repairs.
(Required for all projects over $5,000.)
With that, your donations are needed to
complete the project. Are you willing
to help? If so, please mark your check or
donation “Paint the Gym” or “Capital
Improvements” and it will be applied to
do so. Thank you in advance for your
generosity.
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Pastor’s Greetings,
THE MEEKNESS OF TRUTH
One of my delights as a child was my
family’s annual viewing of “The Wizard
of Oz.” The terrifying moments of the
twister and the flying monkeys were
thrilling; the switch to color and the movie’s music were simply wonderful; and,
the conclusion is very satisfying. But I also enjoyed the playful, unusual, often rhyming words, such as in the Munchkin
Coroner’s song about the deceased witch. From the Wizard
I heard such words as “pusillanimous” and “caliginous.” Dorothy, introducing herself to the Wizard, identified herself as
“the small and meek.” To this day I am impressed by the
richness of the movie’s vocabulary. I mention all this particularly because of Dorothy’s self-description. It is particularly
apt. It was also, as far as I can recollect, my first exposure
to the word “meek.”
“Small and meek” are fitting terms for Dorothy’s character. As the story unfolds we find that while true, they are
full of surprises. Tolkien’s hobbits, in another tale, are also
small and meek and present similar surprises. Meekness,
after all, is not a synonym for pusillanimity (cowardliness,
faint-heartedness, timidity). To be meek, rather, is to be self
-stalwart, resolute, determined by what’s right, courageous,
truthful, unassuming but not self-denigrating, and, in the face
of injustice or evil, humbly defiant. Dorothy and hobbits are
characterized by all those traits. But, alas, however heroic,
they are fictional characters.
Jesus on the other hand is most definitely real. He also
happens to describe himself as meek (Matthew 11:29). Furthermore, he also taught that the meek will someday inherit
the earth (Matthew 5:5). Meekness typifies what are called
“The Servant Songs” of Isaiah and those “songs” fit Jesus
perfectly. Consider Isaiah 42:1-4–
Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one
with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my
spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the nations, not
crying out, not shouting, not making his voice heard
in the street. A bruised reed he shall not break, and
a smoldering wick he shall not quench, until he establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for
his teaching.
The scene of Jesus’ baptism portrays this very text beginning to be fulfilled. At the Jordan Jesus is not standing
with the high and the mighty but with self-acknowledged
sinners repenting in preparation for the Messiah. His necessarily dirty job is to take upon himself the sins they are
shedding in the river. Neither there nor upon the Cross, immersed in sin, does he protest his innocence. He meekly and
resolutely fulfills God’s servant’s role as the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world upon himself bodily.
The crown of God’s servant in his ministry is one of thorns, his
throne a gibbet, and his scepter an iron nail transfixing his
hand. This is the wisdom and the power of God which only
meekness could weald.
The Serpent had wormed its way into the hearts of humanity by way of lies and seductive stealth. It is the way of
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a thief and a murderer. It acted in defiance of the lowly
goodness of the love of God in creating humanity, though of
earth and spirit, in his likeness and for the service of dominion. Redemption would not use the enemy’s tactics or weapons. God would stoop to conquer with love and mercy,
even to the point of dying our death so as to overturn it.
God’s faithfulness and truth are inseparable from his love,
powerful but not coercive to be loved. So, if I understand
this divine dynamic correctly, God’s faithfulness and truth
are meek. In all the goodness and humility of love, this
means that they are inexorable, adamant, unrelenting,
steadfast, and rock solid.
The gift of the Holy Spirit upon us in Jesus Christ enables
each of us to be meek like Jesus, meek as children of God
the Father. Our faith, hope, and love, our covenants and
commitments can and should have all the traits which come
with the meekness of being Christian. This house is built on
the rock of Christ’s word and the meek will inherit what God
has promised in Jesus Christ. Fr. Richard

Year End Tax Statements
Are available THIS weekend after all Masses
in the Narthex.
This year every registered family
will receive a Year End Tax Statement
whether you were able to give or not.
If you are not a registered member of the parish
Registration forms will be available.
Being registered in the parish has many benefits,
most importantly it allows us to have your address
in case a priest is needed for a family emergency.

