Saints

Peter & Paul
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H

902 East Ninth Street • Hopkinsville, KY 42240
Established 1872
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a Roman Catholic Community of Christians called to
be a priestly people, a household of faith, a temple of the
Holy Spirit, a beacon of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church shining for Jesus Christ in the heart of Christian
County.
Rev. Fr. Richard Meredith, Pastor
crmeredith@stsppchurch.org
Rev. Fr. Michael Charles Abiero, Parochial Vicar
mcabiero@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Tim Barnes
tdbarnes@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Roberto Cruz
rcruz@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Tim Schlueter
tschlueter@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Dr. Bill Sweet
wesweet@stsppchurch.org
PARISH OFFICE PHONE: (270) 885-8522
PARISH FAX: (270) 885-5296
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stsppchurch.org
DIOCESAN WEBSITE: www.owensborodiocese.org
VATICAN WEBSITE: www.vatican.va
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
8 AM-12 Noon • 1pm-5 PM Monday – Friday
SCHOOL TELEPHONE: (270) 886-0172
SCHOOL FAX: (270) 887-9924
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.stsppschool.org
Tru†h Radio WSPP 93.5 FM (Local Catholic Radio)
Saints Peter and Paul Assistance: 270-886-6027
Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store: 270-962-7008

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH

We give a sincere welcome to all new families moving into
our Parish. Please register with the Parish Office as soon
as possible. Families who plan to move from our parish
community are asked to let us know.

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday evening .................................... 5:00 PM
Sunday ................................. 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Misa en Español ............... 2:00 PM, 10:30 PM
Monday - Saturday ................................ 8:00 AM
Wednesday ......................................... 5:30 PM
Thursday MISA EN ESPAÑOL ..................... 5:30 PM
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MINISTRY TO THE SICK
PARISH STAFF
Please notify the Parish Office upon admission of a family
Tom
Buehrle
(twbuehrle@att.net)...............Director
Of Stewardship
member into any hospital or nursing home. Any parishioner
Brenda
Chaudoin
(bchaudoin@stsppchurch.org)….
Parish
Office Mgr.
who is ill or infirm may request anointing by calling the Parish
Libby Downs (ljdowns@stsppchurch.org)............Pastoral Associate
Office, 270-885-8522.
Jennifer Groves (jgroves@stsppschool.org)…… School Secretary
Leigh
Ann Johnson …………………Parish Assistance Coordinator
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Steve
Kinnard (skinnard@stsppchurch.org)...Maintenance Foreman
This is a devotion whereby members of the parish unite in takDonna
Pfeufer (dgpfeufer@gmail.com)……...Thrift Store Gen. Mgr.
ing hours of Adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament durAngie Phillips (abphillips2013@gmail.com)……...Thrift Store Mgr.
ing the day and throughout the night, seven days a week.
Mayra Tirado (mtirado@stsppchurch.org)...Hispanic Ministry Asst.
(Code required.) There is a regular schedule of adorers but all
Sue Wassmer (swassmer@stsppchurch.org)............Parish Secretary
are welcome to stop in for a visit. Parishioners are encouraged
Dan Wilkinson(dwilkinson@stsppchurch.org)...Parish Music Director
to sign up for a scheduled weekly Adoration time. Please conKatie Wyatt (kwyatt@stsppschool.org)...................School Principal
tact Bill & Jenny Rush at 270-885-2888, if you are interested
in adopting an hour or if you can be a substitute or prayer
The Catholic Church teaches that the sexual abuse of any person is a
partner. Available hours: Sunday 12 am (midnight) & 5 pm, Mon- grave moral evil. To report any instance of sexual abuse by anyone
day 2am, Wednesday 2 pm, Thursday 3 pm, Saturday 3 am, 1 pm, acting in the name of the Catholic Church, (priests, deacon, employee
2 pm & 3 pm- Need prayer partners Friday 9am, Saturday 8am,
or volunteer), please call the Diocesan Pastoral Assistance Coordina9 am, 8 pm & 9 pm. Please help!!
tor, using the dedicated confidential phone-line (270-852-8380) as

Parish Pastoral Council
Vicky Barnes, Education……..……...………....vicky@barnesws.com
Dee Dailey, Worship …………..…....……....dalyfrau2@gmail.com
Libby Downs, Pastoral Associate ….……….ljdowns@stsppchurch.org
Gary Harden, Chair, Administration…………garyharden@gmail.com
Mike Hughson, Family Life………………….mahughson@gmail.com
Hilda Linares, Social Concerns…………… linareshilda@outlook.com
Fran Marko, Secretary ……………………….....franmarko@gmail.com
Morgan Murray,Vice-Chair, Spiritual Life morgan.c.murray.1@vanderbilt.edu
Katie Wyatt, Principal …………………...kwyatt@stsppschool.org

well as the Diocesan web site (www.owensborodiocese.org/safe).

† SACRAMENTS †
† Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard Saturday from 2:00 PM
to 4:00 PM (English and Spanish), Wednesday at 4:30 PM. (ENGLISH
and SPANISH) Confessions will be heard any time by appointment.
† Baptism: Baptismal Preparation Class is usually held the first Sunday of each month. Our next class will be Sunday, January 6,
2019 at 4:00 pm. Please call the Parish Office to register.
† Marriage: Contact the Office six months prior to the desired date.
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A Prayer Before Confession After a Long Absence:

Angel Tree
Remember all gifts need to be wrapped and returned
to the Angel tree THIS Sunday, December 16th by
10:30 a.m. Please be sure to attach the tag to the
OUTSIDE of the wrapped package.
Gaudete Sunday: It’s Gaudete Sunday! Light the third
(rose-colored) candle on your Advent wreath. On Gaudete
Sunday, the season of Advent shifts its focus. The first two
weeks of Advent, the focus can be summed up in the phrase,
“The Lord is coming.” But beginning this Sunday, the summary might be, “The Lord is near.” This shift is marked by a
lighter mood and a heightened sense of joyous anticipation.
Liturgically, the colors lighten as well. The priest usually
wears rose-colored vestments, a hue seen only on Gaudete
Sunday and on Laetare Sunday during Lent. In times when
the focus of our anticipation is often on the negative and
fearful, this celebration is a reminder that God who loves us
is still in charge and that we await his coming not with fear,
but with tremendous joy.
3rd Week of Advent: “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.
In all circumstances give thanks.” We begin this third week
of Advent asking to feel the joy that
comes from knowing our Lord's coming to
us is near. In these precious days ahead,
we are praying, longing, hoping in the
background of our everyday lives. His
mission is for each of us who ask, “What
must we do?” He tells us to give away our
coats, our security. He asks that we not
bully people but be content with our lives. We can smile
today as we imagine the freedom he has won for us and
how liberating it will be to live it, with him, for others.
3rd Week of Advent: The joyful Sunday in Advent (known as
"Gaudete") is represented by rose (or pink) instead of the
penitential purple color. Each night during the third week the
mother of the family lights the pink, as well as the two previously burned purple candles, after the following prayer has
been said.
Leader: O Lord, we beg Thee, incline Thy ear to our prayers and enlighten the darkness of our minds by the grace of
Thy visitation. Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
The three candles are allowed to burn during the evening
meals of the third week.
Advent Communal Penance Service
Sunday, December 16th at 6:00 p.m.
Come, lighten your burden, open your hearts, and immerse
your mind in the fullness of the Advent Season.
Several priests will be here to assist.
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I confess, Lord, it’s been a while, and I feel ashamed.
My guilt just seemed to get in the way,
and now I’ve put this off for too long.
Why do I let myself stay so far from you
when I know in my heart that you have never left?
I am afraid, Lord, that if I reveal myself to you,
show you who I have become,
you will not recognize me as your own.
So I beg,
look upon me as you would look upon your Son, Jesus,
that you might see and love in me
what you see and love in Christ.
Then when I rise up and go to you,
I shall be overwhelmed with love
when I see you running to me with your arms wide open.
Amen!
Advent Reconciliation Services: If for any reason you cannot come on Sunday, December 16th,
listed below are the dates and times of our sister parishes’ Reconciliation Services.
Monday, Dec. 17 - Christ the King, Madisonville, 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 18 - St. Joseph, Central City, 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 20 - St. Stephens, Cadiz, 6:30 pm
Sympathy: We pray for Mike Colburn at the loss of his
wife, Lou Anne Colburn, who passed away on Thursday,
November 22nd at their home at the age of 70. Lou Anne
was a native of Calhoun, Kentucky where she was born on
November 15, 1948 to the late Elmer Lee
and Sue Ella Ambrose Hamilton. She was
a member of the Todd County Fish and
Game Club and the VFW Ladies Auxiliary Post 1913 where she received the “At
a Girl Award”. Lou Anne is survived by
her husband Mike Colburn of Elkton, one
son, Terry Drane, Owensboro, two daughters – Wendy Foster of Florida and Nikki
Drapier of Owensboro, one sisters, Cecilia
Powers Island and several grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. Services were held on Tuesday,
November 27th at Veterans Cemetery west with entombment of her cremains.
As a parish we offer our prayers to these families,
especially during this holiday season as we pray “May their
soul and the souls of all the faithful departed through the
mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.” 



Bake Sale: Our Saints Peter and Paul 8th Grade Class
wishes to “Thank You” for your support of
their Bake Sale last weekend. Because
of your support and generosity they
raised $700.00. All proceeds assist with
their 8th Grade Class Trip held later in
the year.
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2019 Church Calendars: Every year, the Extension Society provides us calendars for our parishioners. The calendars have arrived and they are the
2019 Feast & Saints. This calendar
features works by master artists.
Each curated image invokes an important faithful moment or person
and is paired with short excerpts of
canonical verse or scripture. Be inspired by the homilies of St. John Paul II, the gospel of
Luke, and other sacred writings.  As of the writing of this
bulletin, it is our hope these will be distributed this weekend, December 15th and 16th after all Masses. We are
grateful to Hughart, Beard and Giles Funeral Home for
sponsoring our calendars this year.

Christmas and End of year contributions to Saints Peter
and Paul: 2018 Contributions must be dated December
31, 2018 or prior and received in our office by January 9th, 2019 in order to
be included in your 2018
annual contribution statement. Any end of year contributions and the Christmas Holy Day contributions will be used
where needed most, unless specified; currently that is the
past due parish bills to the Diocese.
Outstanding 2017/18 past due bills total $50,364. Payments to the Diocese for Priest Retirement and Medical Insurance, Property Insurance and Workers Compensation are
pending. Payments for the current fiscal year are due to
the Diocese by June 2019 and total $82,256.

Advent Challenges: Have you attempted any of our Advent Challenges? Look at the list below and select one or two or maybe
you want to add some yourself. Just
try for the next four weeks of Advent
and see what it leads to.
∗ Dedicate eating the dinner meal together as family.
∗ Choose dinner to be family time with no cell phones.
∗ Consider placing each person’s name on a card and
drawing each night at dinner for your daily prayer
partner.
∗ Come to Mass together as a family.
∗ Strive to come to Mass at least five minute before
Mass begins.
∗ Strive to focus on one thought or idea from the homily
and share with the family.
∗ Strive to avoid the temptation to leave Mass early.
∗ Sing and respond to the prayers at Mass.
∗ Send cards to those listed on our Homebound list.
∗ As a family, watch a Christmas movie together.
∗ As a family, pull out pictures of past Christmas celebrations and share your memories.
∗ As a family, go out and look at Christmas lights and
decorations together and come home for cocoa.
∗ Make cookies as a family.
Our children are gone before we know it. Take this time
of preparation, to be truly present with them and help
them to see the values of faith and the workings of Christ
in and through their lives every day. If your children are
no longer living with you or you are single, consider looking for ways you can reach out to others, maybe have coffee together, maybe coming to church or praying together.

We offer several ways to give: With weekly Envelopes,
with Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT), or thru our website
www.stsppchurch.org “Donate Now” with Credit card or EFT.

Saint Joseph and Inactive Catholics: Don’t forget to provide us with the names of family members, friends, coworkers or neighbors who you would like Fr. Richard to
invite back to Church – to celebrate Christmas with us as a
Church family. Next to the statue of St. Joseph is a basket
of cards for you to use. Thank you. Let us remember St.
Monica spent 17 years praying for St. Augustine. We
should never give up hope or praying, no matter what the
issues are, for someone to return to the Church.

Other donation options to consider: some parishioners are
giving to the Parish via Stock Transfers and Retirement Account Distributions; see your broker about setting these up.
Brenda Chaudoin, Office Manager, can provide transfer
account information.
As you budget your finances for 2019, we ask you
to prayerfully consider your donations to Saints Peter and
Paul. We offer many opportunities for giving:
Regular collection (Green Envelope): These funds are applied to the operating expenses of our Parish
Legacy Fund (Blue Envelope): Capital Campaign to pay
loan on recently built Parish and School Facility- If you have
not completed a pledge form, please do so soon
Stained Glass Window Fund: Fund for additional Stained
Glass Windows in the church
Capital Improvements (Navy Envelope): Funds used for special projects to improve parish grounds/buildings and major
maintenance issues
Parish Assistance (Pink Envelope): Funds distributed to those
in need in our community
Diocesan Assessment (Purple Envelope): Funds collected to
be directly applied to our Annual Diocesan Assessment.
2017/18 Outstanding balance is $15,756 and the Current
year assessment balance of $74,036 is due in June 2019.
All Saints Endowment (Yellow Envelope): Funds deposited in
an endowment account used for needs at our Parish school
(This year’s distribution of $ 16,443 was used to offset tuition assistance)
Holy Day Collections: Applied to Past Due Diocesan bills or
the Annual Diocesan Assessment (except for Christmas and
Easter collections which are applied to regular collection)
Special Collections: Collections for a specific Diocesan, National or Worldwide cause
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH • DECEMBER 17-23

Mon: Deliver to Homebound and Nursing Homes -9:00 am
Tue: Silver Streaks Depart for Cracker Barrel-10 am
Wed: Rosary Makers-8:45 am, HFR
MS/HS Youth-5:30 pm
Choir Practice, Spanish 5:30 pm, English 6:30 pm
Thu: Decorate Church for Christmas-9:00 am
Finance Council.-Noon, OA
Knights-6:30 pm, OA
Fri:
Sts. Peter and Paul Choir Cantata-7 pm, Church
Sat: Cursillo Leaders School
Sun: PSR– 9am
Parish Holy Hour-4 pm
Readings for the week of December 16, 2018
Sunday:
Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6/Phil 4:4-7/
Lk 3:10-18
Monday:
Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/
Mt 1:1-17
Tuesday:
Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 /
Mt 1:18-25
Wednesday:
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/
Lk 1:5-25
Thursday:
Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 /Lk 1:26-38
Friday:
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,
20-21/Lk 1:39-45
Saturday:
1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd /
Lk 1:46-56
Next Sunday:
Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19/Heb 10:510/Lk 1:39-45
©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Christmas and Holy Day Mass
Schedules: If you would like to
serve as an Altar Server, Commentator, Lector or Eucharistic Minister
at any of the below listed Masses,
please let Libby know as soon as
you can. Thank you.
Nativity of the Lord – Christmas
Christmas Eve – December 24th – 4:00 p.m. – English
Christmas Eve – December 24th – 7:00 p.m. – Spanish
Christmas Midnight Mass (at Midnight) – English
Christmas Day Mass – 9:00 a.m. – English
Mary Mother of God - January 1, 2019
Monday, December 31st – 6:00 p.m. – English
Tuesday, January 1st – 8:00 a.m. – English
Tuesday, January 1st – 12:05 p.m. – English
Tuesday, January 1st – 6:00 p.m. – Spanish
Christmas Mass: Because some of our parishioners have
health issues, COPD and other bronchial problems, we
want to offer some Masses at Christmas
without Incense. Please know that Incense will be used at the 7:00 p.m.
Spanish Mass and the Midnight Mass
but will not be used at the 4:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Mass nor at the 9:00 a.m.
Christmas Day Mass.

Monday, December 17
8:00 AM
† SANDY MUELLER
Tuesday, December 18
8:00 AM
LARRY BORDERS & FAMILY
Wednesday, December 19
8:00 AM
CHLOE DURHAM
5:30 PM
JENNY RUSH
Thursday, December 20
8:00 AM
† RUTH HILL
5:30 PM SPANISH
† MARGIE MEREDITH
Friday, December 21
8:00 AM
BILL & JENNY RUSH
Saturday, December 22
8:00 AM
BRYAN BORDERS FAMILY
5:00 PM
† ANDY BELLAND
Sunday, December 23
Fourth Sunday Of Advent
8:00 AM
† GEORGE & VICTORIA SPURR
10:30 AM
† JOHN TUTECKY
2:00 PM Spanish
† DAVID TRACESKI
10:30 PM Spanish
FOR ALL PARISHIONERS
† Indicates Requiem Mass
SANCTUARY LAMP

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE & MARY MACIAS
ADORATION CHAPEL CANDLES

IN MEMORY OF SKYLAR HEFFNER
Budget News

December 9, 2018
Contributing Households

Envelopes
Online Donations/EFT
Loose collection Cash
Loose collection Checks
Weekly Total
Weekly Parish Budget Needs

83
3

$7,220
$550
$915
20
$1,120
106
$9,805
$20,500
30
$3,051
Capital Campaign/Legacy Donations
Next Jan 5/6
1st Sunday of Month 2nd collection
$206
Monthly Payment Due on 15th-$35,373
Balance
Past due Diocesan Assessment 17/18
$15,756
$50,364
Past due Prop. Ins. & Priest Medical Ins. Payments to Diocese 17/18
$41,128
Past due Prop. Ins. & Priest Med. Ins. Monthly Pymts. to Dio. 18/19
2018/19 Diocesan Assessment due 6/2018
$74,036
Special Collection: Retired Religious
$340
Silver Streaks Gathering for Breakfast
at Cracker Barrel Restaurant in Cadiz
Tuesday, December 18th
Departing Saints Peter and Paul
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass
All are welcome!
For more information call
Julia Borders at (270) 886-6061 or
Mary Ann Keel (270) 886-9072
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In Need of Prayers… Bradford Heights –Melnora Altshuler,
Carriage Way Assisted Living- Eleanor Rogers, Albert Weakly
Covington Convalescent–Pat Chesnut, Friendship House- Christine
Mills Western State Nursing Facility- Debbie Dickerson, Ellen Jones
Christian Health Center- Alice Chuhralya, Lillian Cotthoff, Norma
Downs, Barbara Holubecki - Others.. Betty Aberle, Jensen Christian Adamek, Vonnie Adams, Clarence & Helen Allard, Wendy
Anderson, Jackie Arnold, Makenna Arnold, Fred Anderson, Matt
Baker, Diane Bailey, Jean Baker, Sabrina Petty Baker, Norma
Boyd, Madison Boren, Ruth Britt, Joan Brockman, Judy Brummett,
Pam Carrico, Sam Chesnut, George Coleman, Lynda Combs, Belinda Cunningham, Ken & Peggy Cunningham, Hugh Davenport,
Franki Durbin, Glenn Finch, Terry Flanders, Bill Folz, Connie
Fowler, Martha Fowler, Ron & Janice Godot, John Goulet, Teresa
Hite, Heather Jeffries, Carol Johnson, Leigh Ann Johnson, Jim Gorman, Mike Grabner, Beth Hancock, William Hancock, Chester Jackson, Tony Jones, Doug Kahre, Charlie Keel, ‘Buzz’ Langhi, Christopher Lytle, Larry & Kathy Lytle, James McGillivray, Joe Mezzoni
Sr., Diane Mumme, Mason Nickles, Cecelia Omundson, Theresa
Payne, Teresa Pazin, Jason Pool, Emily Thomas Pyle, Zoe Raber,
Martha Reed, Edwin Roeder, Frank Selph, Ruby Sholar, Kristian
Shouse, Mike & Marilyn Stocker, Georgiann Svestka, Ken Swicicki,
Judy Sowell, Jerry & Bernie Thomas, Carolyn Thorpe, Wilma
Villinger, Linda West, Charles Whitmer, Helen Winstead, James
Wittschack.
Please Pray for our Deployed
Military & Families
Trey Johnston, Jake Means, John O’Conner,
and Dom Pifko
Christmas Flower Memorial: If you would like to make
an offering for flowers in memory of a loved one at
Saints Peter and Paul there is an envelope
marked “Christmas Flowers” in your December packet or in the narthex. You may
make a contribution to the Church in memory
of a deceased loved one or in honored of a living loved
one. We will publish the memorial list later in December.
Upcoming Christmas Programs
here at Saints Peter and Paul
Don’t Miss these opportunities!
All in the Church.
1. Monday, December 17th at 11:30 a.m. – Saints Peter
and Paul Pre-school Christmas Program
2. Saints Peter and Paul Choir Christmas Cantata - Friday, December 21st at 7:00 p.m.
Holiday Office Hours: The Parish Offices will be closed
for the holidays from 12:00 – Noon on Friday, December 21st through Wednesday,
January 2th. In case of an emergency,
please call the parish office (270-885-8522) and follow
the emergency prompts.

College Students:

Welcome Home!
May you enjoy this time with your family
and church family.

LAY MINISTERS
DECEMBER 22/23 • FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saturday, 5:00 pm
Altar Servers ................................. Josh Groves/Ellie Groves
Cross Bearer ................................................................................
Commentator................................................. Mary Moehlman
Lectors ................................. Will Groves/Jennifer Groves
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: .......................Jane Irwin
............................. Sandy Doyon, Mike Stocker, Robin Bilan
Choir Loft ............................. JoAshley Hall, Tony Esposito
Ushers .................................................... Bill Folz/Gene Doyon
............................................ Joe Mezzoni/Todd Hall
Vocational Cross ..............................Todd and JoAshley Hall
Sunday, 8:00 am
Altar Servers ..................................... Lucy Wilkins/Faith Folz
Cross Bearer ............................................. Eva Blankenberger
Commentator................................. Stephanie Blankenberger
Lectors ........................................ Jenny Rush/Ann Williams
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ........................ Julie Folz
......................... Tom Folz, Libbie Rutland, Maria Creighton
Choir Loft ......................... Frank Raber, Jim Creighton
Ushers .................................................... James Folz/Tony Folz
........................................... Dennis Folz/David Folz
Vocational Cross .................................................... Tommy Folz
Sunday, 10:30 am
Altar Servers ......................................... Ryan and Nic Luckey
Cross Bearer ................................................................................
Commentator......................................................... Vicki Luckey
Lectors: ...................................... Christy Soldo/Cathy Soldo
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: .. Michelle Sandheinrich
... Damian Sandheinrich, Marlee Thomas, Sara Covington
Choir Loft ................. Jennifer P’Pool, Jessica Wadley
Ushers ................................................. John Soldo/Ron Luckey
...................... Scribby Goode/Steve Greenwell
Vocational Cross ................................. John and Cathy Soldo
Domingo 2:00 pm
Comentarista:.....................................................Carla Arangure
1-2 Lectura: ......................... Trinidad Soriano, Emanuel Ixcol
Ministro E: ........................................ Lupita Rosas, Day Mulero
Hospitalidad: ........................... Erick Ginés, Victor Hernández
Monaguillos ......................Alondra Hernández, Jackie Ginés
Catholic Men’s Conference: The Catholic
Men’s Conference of Western Kentucky
will host their 8th annual conference and
will be held this year at the RiverPark
Center in downtown Owensboro on Saturday, February 2, 2019. Conference organizers expect a
sell-out this year.
The speakers this year include Dr. Edward Sri, Kevin
Reilly and Mike Michalak.
Men across the diocese and beyond are encouraged to purchase a ticket by visiting www.kycatholic.com
and clicking on the “Tickets/Donations” tab. Tickets are
$30.00 for adults and $15.00 for students. Brochures are
available in the sacristy or parish office. All registration
forms must be returned no later than Monday, January 21st.
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Pastors Greeting
THE WEDDING FEAST:
GAUDETE SUNDAY, 3RD ADVENT 2018
From Thanksgiving through Christmas to New Year’s Day is a special and
traditional season for parties and receptions. Other major occasions for parties,
reunions, and receptions occur throughout
the year, but the season around Advent and Christmas is a
special time. When we plan these joyfully anticipated
gatherings and send out invitations, the understanding is
often “come early and stay late.” We expect our invited
guests to have the same sense of gladness for the festivities
as the hosts themselves. Would you be offended if your
invited guests (many times family and certainly friends) ignored your invitation? What if they disregarded your
planned time to begin and carelessly arrived late? Would
you be offended if they left early because of other, more
important things to do? What if you planned a leisurely
afternoon or evening gathering for your guests and they
allotted only an hour for your event? What rules of courtesy, then, apply to the wedding party given by God for his
Son, the festivity which we call the Eucharist or Mass? To
review how the Lord regarded his feast see Matthew 22:114 and Luke 14:15-24.
Personally, I have made it a point as a priest to be
very tolerant of people’s behaviors at Mass, presuming
good faith and innocence. I intend not to rebuke those who
arrive late at church for Sunday Mass (how can I know what
they have been dealing with at home?) or to rebuke those
who leave around the time of Communion (surely they know
what responsibilities await them and require them to leave
early). In some cases I know the back story and admire
their being present at all. So, I do not intend to scold. In
case, however, one’s motives do not honor God, I offer this
reflection on time and attendance in the celebration of the
Mass of the Lord’s Day, our present foretaste of the eternal
Wedding Banquet of the Lamb of God.
It stings me deeply when I am praised for having a
Sunday Mass lasting less than an hour or scolded for having
a Sunday Mass lasting more than an hour. It also perplexes
me. In all my years as a priest, I have only found one liturgical norm related to the length of the time of a liturgy. It is
this: The Vigil Mass of Easter may not begin before dark and it
must conclude by sunrise. So, please know, it is not God’s or
the Church’s rule that the Mass of the Lord’s Day is to be no
more (preferably less?) than an hour in length. There is no
basis in Catholic doctrine, Apostolic tradition, or Sacred
Scripture for that expectation. That we term the whole day
as belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ seems to have escaped
notice but may be suggestive for a proper frame of temporal reference.
You and I are summoned to the Mass of the Lord’s
Day by our Baptism and by the seal of the Holy Spirit in
Confirmation to worship God in Spirit and truth. I come to
celebrate the Paschal Mystery of the total gift of Christ to us
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood, the sacrifice offered once and for all. I pray and I preach, seeking to
make a return gift of myself to the Lord for you, beginning
at the prescribed time and concluding when the work is complete. This is the Wedding Feast of the Lamb of God, the
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Son of the King, begun at his earthly table and on Calvary
only to be fully realized (but never ending) in the eternal
and Beatific Vision of God. “Blessed are those called to
the Supper of the Lamb.”
If some day the Lord should ask me why I did not
challenge the church to a conversion for an appreciation of
his Supper, all I could respond would be that I did not want
to presume bad faith, nor did I want to offend the innocent,
nor did I want to give an excuse for some not to come at
all. I am reminded that Jesus himself prayed from the
Cross, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they
do.” Surely those who choose not to come to Mass do not
know the invitation which they are refusing or the One who
makes the invitation. Surely those who because of indifference or bad faith are careless to arrive late or choose for
no holy reason to leave early do not know the God before
whom they are being rude or the Savior whose sacrifice
they insult and hold cheap. Remember, in the parables of
the King’s feast those who insult the King do not fare well.
Given my own personal frailties and yours, I grant
that our earthly talents for the celebration of the Heavenly
Banquet both fall short of beauty and press upon patience
and charity. I remind myself of how the Twelve behaved at
the Last Supper and how the crowds behaved around the
Crucifixion scene. This helps me bear the imperfections of
the present time as I focus on the presence of our Risen Lord
who is personally present in the Church’s ministry and in the
Sacrament of his Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. My faith,
more than my ears, eyes, and watch, connects me to the
banquet which I serve and to him who serves you and me
together on this earth until he comes in glory. Fr. Richard
Christmas Helpers Needed
We are in need of a number of helpers here
at the parish. Could you and/or your family
help us?
1. We will need individuals to help us deliver Angel Tree Gifts to our Nursing Home and Homebound parishioners. We will be delivering on Monday,
December 17th. What time could you assist us?
2. Our Church will be decorated for Christmas on Thursday, December 20th beginning at 9:00 a.m. Could you
volunteer and hour or two to help us prepare our
Church for Christmas.
3. We need a person or family to help us water all the
poinsettias in our church during the Christmas Season –
December 25th thru January 13th. Would you want to
do this?
4. After the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Monday, December 24th
we will be making last minute changes to our Christmas
environment. We will need help with changing our Advent wreath from Advent to Christmas, changing bows
on all our wreaths at each door; changing the bows in
the stations of the cross and adding a few more touches
for our Christmas preparations. Could you stay for an
hour and assist us?
If you can help with any of the above opportunities, please
let Libby know (ljdowns@stsppchurch.org). Thank You.

