
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Family Projects Ahead – Come join us. 

Thursday, December 21
st
, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass – We 

will be preparing our church for Christmas.  We will be 

putting up our trees, adding the lights, our Poinsettias will 

be delivered and we will be putting them in place, setting 

out our stable and cleaning our nativity pieces and a host of 

other Christmas preparation items. 

Sunday, December 24
th

, after the 10:30 a.m. Mass – We 

will be finalizing all Christmas preparations – changing the 

Advent wreath from Advent to Christmas; changing bows 

on our wreaths from Advent to Christmas and finalizing all 

Christmas items before the first Christmas Mass is 

celebrated later this day. 

  

RCIA – Rite of Cristian Initiation of Adults 

Is God calling you to become Catholic?   The 

RCIA process offers an opportunity for you to 

learn and ask questions about the Catholic 

faith.  Our last session before Christmas 

Break is this Thursday, December 14
th

.  We gather for a 

Christmas party beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Rectory.  

Come bring a dish to share and join us.  
 

 

Religious Education Classes 

2017-2018 

 
PSR (Parish School of Religion) – Pre-School thru 5

th
 

Grade:  PSR Classes continue this Sunday, December 10
th
.  

Remember classes begin at 9:00 a.m. in the school building 

and conclude at 10:15 a.m. 

December  Schedule  – 9:00-10:15 a.m. 
December 10:  Class December 17:  Class 

December 24:  No Class December 31:  No Class 

Classes Resume January 7
th

  

 

Youth Ministry 
 

Middle School and High School Youth - Wednesday, 

December 13
th

:  Our Middle School and High School 

youth will meet this Wednesday, December 13
th
.  We will 

begin with Mass at 5:30 and continue in the gym 

immediately afterwards.  We have a number of things to 

accomplish, come and join us.  You are needed and 

wanted! 

December/January Class Schedule: 

Wednesday, December 13: Class 

Wednesday, December 20: Fun Night 

Wednesday, December 27: Christmas Break 

Classes Resume January 3
rd

   

High School:  High School youth will gather this Sunday, 

December 10
th

 at 5:00 p.m. as we sort the returned Angel 

Tree Gifts.  We will have shopping to do.  Come and join 

us!  All high school youth are welcome.  

 

College Youth:  If you are home from college and want to 

help your parish, come join the high school youth this 

Sunday, December 10
th
 at 5:00 p.m. in the Church. 

 

Paintsville Project – St. Michael’s Parish:  Please keep 

our youth and adults in your prayers this weekend as they 

travel to Paintsville to deliver the donations from our 

parish to St. Michael’s parish. 

 

Sunday, December 17 – Angel Tree:  All gifts for the 

Angel Tree are due by Sunday, December 17
th
 by 10:30 

a.m.  Youth will gather at 2:30 p.m. to sort these gifts.  

Thank you for reaching out and helping others in need. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome!  If you are a visitor to Saints Peter and Paul, we 

want you to know how welcome you are – whether you 

have come from another part of the country, from across 

the world, or simply from another parish here in the 

Diocese of Owensboro.  Thank you for joining your 

prayers with ours.  Thank you also for your generosity, 

which helps us to celebrate the sacred liturgies here in a 

fitting and beautiful way, and to offer a wide range of 

services to needy people living in the Hopkinsville area.  

Enjoy your visit and time with us! 

 
Catholic Men’s Conference:  The Catholic Men’s 

Conference of Western Kentucky will host their 7
th

 

annual conference at the RiverPark Center on Saturday, 

February 17
th

.  The speakers this year include Christopher 

West, Doug Barry and Bishop William Medley.  Men 

across the diocese may purchase a ticket by visiting 

www.kycatholic.com and clicking on the 

“Tickets/Donations” tab.  Tickets are $30.00 for adults 

and $15.00 for students.  Brochures will be available 

soon.  All registration forms must be returned no later 

than Friday, February 9
th

.   This makes a great Christmas 

gift for your Dad.   

 

Retired Religious Collection:  This weekend, December 

9
th
 and 10

th
 is the annual 

Retirement Fund for Religious 

appeal.  Across the United 

States, hundreds of religious 

communities lack financial 

resources sufficient to meet the retirement and health-care 

needs of aging members.  Your donation helps alleviate the 

spiraling costs of health care.  Please be as generous as you 

can. 

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  

Be an example to all believers by what you say and do, in the 

way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  

1Timothy 4:12 

 

Holiday Office Hours:  The Parish Offices will be 

closed for the holidays from 12:00 – Noon on 

Thursday, December 21
st
 through Tuesday, January 2

th
.    

In case of an emergency, please call the parish office 

(270-885-8522) and follow the emergency prompts. 
 

http://www.kycatholic.com/


Spiritual Adoption Program:  On March 25
th
, as a church 

we celebrated the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the 

Lord.  On this day we celebrated when the Angel Gabriel 

appeared to Mary and told her she would be the Mother of 

God’s own son.  Each month we have honored Mary as she 

carried in her womb Jesus.  We began a program called 

Spiritual Adoption.  The idea was to commit to pray for a 

child in the womb (or a human embryo created outside the 

womb) whose existence is threatened by abortion or 

destruction. The commitment lasts nine months. Although 

the child is known only to God, one 

names the child and prays for the 

child’s life and salvation each day of 

the nine month period.  At the end of 

the nine-month period (December 25
th
), 

parishes traditionally celebrate the 

“birth” of our spiritually adopted babies 

with a baby shower.  Therefore, the weekend of December 

30
th
 and December 31

st
 – the Feast of the Holy Family - 

you are invited to bring a baby shower gift.   All gifts 

collected at the shower will be given to the Alpha 

Alternative Pregnancy Care Center for mothers in need.  

Some gifts may include:  baby formula, bottles, diapers, 

receiving blankets, sleepers, etc.  If you would like to assist 

Gillian Tilley at the Baby Shower Table in the narthex, 

please call her at (936-524-6188). 

 

Something to Ponder: 

This past Sunday, the Diocese gathered for a holy 

hour to pray for the four year Evangelization process the 

Diocese is beginning this Advent.  In material provided to 

us from the Diocese was a letter written by St. Theresa of 

Calcutta to her sisters concerning Eucharistic Adoration 

and we want to share this letter with you. 

 St. Theresa or you may know her better as Mother 

Theresa writes about the great love that Jesus has for us 

and her concern that some of her 

sisters may not have truly met Jesus 

yet.  Her sisters live lives of prayer 

and sacrifice every day; everything 

that they do is in service to the poorest 

of the poor.  Even though most would 

consider these women some of the 

holiest in the world, St. Theresa knows 

that the inner experience may be different from the outer 

experience.  We may live lives of great holiness on the 

outside doing at all times what is expected of us as good 

Christians but at the same time have no relationship with 

Jesus. 

St. Theresa writes, “I worry some of you still have 

not really met Jesus – one to one – you and 

Jesus alone. We may spend time in chapel – 

but have you seen with the eyes of your soul 

how He looks at you with love?  Do you 

know the living Jesus – not from books but 

from being with Him in your heart?  Have 

you heard the loving words He speaks to 

you?”  St. Theresa raises an important 

question for each of us, have we encountered 

Jesus – one to one- as Mother Theresa asks of her sisters.  

Have we heard his voice, have we heard him tell us how 

much he loves us?  Some may think that hearing his voice 

is only for saints we believe that we are not worthy or good 

enough for Jesus to speak to us.  But when we read 

scripture or listen to the saints we are reminded that Jesus 

simply and completely loves us. 

 St. Theresa writes, “The devil may try to use the 

hurts of life, and sometimes our own mistakes – to make 

you feel it is impossible that Jesus really loves you, is 

really cleaving to you.  This is a danger for all of us.  And 

so sad, because it is completely opposite of what Jesus is 

really wanting, waiting to tell you.  Not only that He loves 

you, but even more – He longs for you.  He misses you 

when you don’t come close.”  Jesus loves us not because of 

what we do or who we are he simply loves us, as Mother 

Theresa says, “He longs for you.”  The great depth of 

Jesus’ love is witnessed on the cross when he died for us. 

We have all been taught that Jesus loves us but for so many 

that is simply a concept that we have learned.  We know 

how to answer the question but we do not believe that is 

something that we will ever feel or have confirmed.  Many 

people if asked would exclaim, “Yes.”  That God loves us 

but it would be a piece of knowledge that we find in the 

Bible.  Mother Theresa is calling her sisters to understand 

that the love of Jesus is much more than just a piece of 

knowledge that we have.  St. Theresa calls us to have a real 

intimate relationship with Jesus as a living person not just 

an idea. 

 St. Theresa writes, “He is the one who always 

accepts you.  My children, you don’t have to 

be different for Jesus to love you. Only 

believe – You are precious to Him.  Bring 

all you are to Him – only open your heart to 

be loved by Him as you are.  He will do the 

rest.  You all know in your mind that Jesus 

loves you – but in this letter Mother wants to touch your 

heart instead.  Jesus wants to stir up our hearts.”  

This first year of the Evangelization process in our 

Diocese we are focusing on encountering Christ in Prayer. 

This is the encounter that Mother Theresa speaks about to 

her sisters.  This is the encounter that she pleads with them 

to be open to and to pray for the grace to hear the voice of 

Jesus tell us how much we are loved. 

 As St. Theresa says we only have to open our heart 

to Jesus, he will do the rest.  We pray for each of you and 

your loved ones that you may have the courage to know 

that you are loved by Jesus and that you will seek a special 

encounter with him through prayer.  We must be confident 

of his love for us and then open our hearts 

to that love. Allow him to express his love 

for you.  Spend time in prayer in front of 

the Blessed Sacrament, at home, in the car, 

in Wal-Mart wherever you find yourself, 

open yourself to Jesus.  Pray for the grace 

to hear his voice and to know of his love.  

 


