Saints

Peter & Paul
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H
902 East Ninth Street • Hopkinsville, KY 42240
Established 1872
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are a Roman Catholic Community of Christians called to
be a priestly people, a household of faith, a temple of the
Holy Spirit, a beacon of the One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church shining for Jesus Christ in the heart of
Christian County.
Rev. Fr. Richard Meredith, Pastor
crmeredith@stsppchurch.org
Rev. Fr. Al Bremer, Parochial Vicar
frbremer@bellsouth.net
Rev. Fr. Basilio Az Cuc, Parochial Vicar
bazcuc@stsppchuch.org
Permanent Deacon, Mr. Tim Barnes
tdbarnes@stsppchurch.org
Permanent Deacon, Dr. Bill Sweet
wesweet@stsppchurch.org
PARISH OFFICE PHONE: (270) 885-8522
PARISH FAX: (270) 885-5296
PARISH WEBSITE: www.stsppchurch.org
DIOCESAN WEBSITE: www.owensborodiocese.org
VATICAN WEBSITE: www.vatican.va
OFFICE HOURS: 8 AM - 5 PM Monday – Friday
(Closed Noon -1:00 pm Daily)
SCHOOL TELEPHONE: (270) 886-0172
SCHOOL FAX: (270) 887-9924
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.stsppschool.org
Tru†h Radio WSPP 93.5 FM
Saints Peter and Paul Assistance: 270-886-6027
Saints Peter and Paul Thrift Store: 270-962-7008
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday evening ..................................... 5:00 PM
Sunday ..................................8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Misa en Español .............. 2:00 PM, 10:30 PM
Monday - Saturday................................ 8:00 AM
Wednesday..........................................5:30 PM
Thursday MISA EN ESPAÑOL .................... 5:30 PM

MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARISH
We give a sincere welcome to all new families moving into
our Parish. Please register in the Parish Office as soon as
possible. Families who plan to move from our parish
community are asked to inform us.
Bulletin material deadline:
Monday at noon in writing or email.
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MINISTRY TO THE SICK

PARISH STAFF

Tom Buehrle (twbuehrle@att.net)...............Director Of Stewardship
Brenda Chaudoin (bchaudoin@stsppchurch.org)…. Parish Office Mgr.
Libby Downs (ljdowns@stsppchurch.org)............Pastoral Associate
Jennifer Groves (jgroves@stsppschool.org)…… School Secretary
Leigh Ann Johnson …………………Parish Assistance Coordinator
Steve Kinnard (skinnard@stsppchurch.org)...Maintenance Foreman
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Sarah Kranz (skranz@stsppschool.org)....................School Principal
This is a devotion whereby members of the parish unite in taking Donna Pfeufer (dgpfeufer@gmail.com)……...Thrift Store Gen. Mgr.
hours of Adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament during
Angie Phillips (abphillips2013@gmail.com)……...Thrift Store Mgr.
the day and throughout the night, seven days a week. (Code
Mayra Tirado (mtirado@stsppchurch.org)...Hispanic Ministry Asst.
required for evenings.) There is a regular schedule of adorers
Sue Wassmer (swassmer@stsppchurch.org)............Parish Secretary
but all are welcome to stop in for a visit. Parishioners are enAmy Watkins (awatkins@stsppchurch.org)....Parish Music Director
couraged to sign up for a scheduled weekly Adoration time.
Please contact Bill & Jenny Rush at 270-885-2888, if you are
The Catholic Church teaches that the sexual abuse of any person is a
interested in adopting an hour or if you can be a substitute or
prayer partner. Available hours: 3 pm & 11 pm Mondays, 4 am grave moral evil. To report any instance of sexual abuse by any employee of the Catholic Church please call the Office of the Bishop in OwensTuesdays, 1am Wednesdays, 5 pm Thursday’s, 11 pm Fridays.
Please notify the Parish Office upon admission of a family
member into any hospital or nursing home. Any parishioner
who is ill or infirm may request anointing by calling the Parish
Office, 270-885-8522.

boro at (270) 683-1545. The Safe Environment Program is now available at the Diocesan website www.owensborodiocese.org

Parish Pastoral Council
Robin Bilan, Vice-Chair, Education………………rcbilan@hotmail.com
Jim Creighton, Spiritual Life ………………creighton.jim@gmail.com
Libby Downs, Pastoral Associate ….………..ljdowns@stsppchurch.org
Norma Folz, Worship ..………………………….nbfolz@gmail.com
Gary Harden, Family Life ..……………….garyharden@gmail.com
Sarah Kranz, Principal …………………....skranz@stsppschool.org
Fran Marko, Secretary …………………………..franmarko@gmail.com
Joe Mezzoni, Chair/Admin .….……………. joemezzoni216@att.net
Social Concerns ……………………………………………………..

Silver Streaks: Our Silver Streaks will meet at Saints Peter
and Paul Parking lot on Tuesday, May 23rd at 11:00 a.m.
They will carpool and drive to Cadiz to have lunch at the
“Sunshinehouse Restaurant and Wine Cellar”. The Sunshinehouse is new to Cadiz and offers themed dining rooms
and a wine bar. This will be a great time together.

For more information, contact Julia Borders at 270-8866061.

† SACRAMENTS †
† Reconciliation: Confessions will be heard Saturday from 2:00 PM
to 4:00 PM (English and Spanish), Wednesday at 4:30 PM. (ENGLISH
and SPANISH). Confessions will be heard any time by appointment.
† Baptism: Baptismal Preparation Class is usually held the first Sunday of each month. Our next class is scheduled for May 14, 2017
at 4:00 pm. Please call the Parish Office. Registration is required.
† Marriage: Contact the Office six months prior to the desired date.

Preschool Down on the Farm: Our Preschool children truly
enjoyed a visit to Garnett Farms this week.
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Mother’s Day: Today, we pray for all our moms. We thank
God for all the little things that they do for us.
We thank God for their patience, their love, and their understanding. We thank God
for all they have done to mold
us into the loving persons we
have become. We thank them
for never giving up on us. We
thank them for the faith they
have witnessed to us. We ask
God to continue to bless them
all the days of their lives and to grant eternal rest to our
moms who now share in the Resurrection of our Lord.
Gratitude for my Mother
Dear Lord, today I turn to you to give you thanks for
my mother. With your own gift of life, she bore me in her
womb and gave me life. She tenderly, patiently cared for
me and taught me to walk and talk. She read to me and
made me laugh. No one delighted in my successes more; no
one could comfort me better in my failures. I am so grateful
for how she mothered me and mentored me, and even disciplined me.
Please bless her, Lord, and comfort her. Help her
loving heart to continue to love and give of herself to others.
Strengthen her when she is down and give her hope when
she is discouraged.
Most of all, Lord, on this Mother's Day, give my
mother the graces she most needs and desires today. I ask
you this, in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior forever
and ever.
Amen!
MAY IS THE MONTH OF MARY: As the Mother of God, the
Virgin Mary has a unique position among the saints, indeed,
among all creatures. She is exalted, yet still one of us.
Redeemed by reason of
the merits of her Son and united to
Him by a close and indissoluble
tie, she is endowed with the high
office and dignity of being the
Mother of the Son of God, by
which account she is also the beloved daughter of the Father and
the temple of the Holy Spirit. Because of this gift of sublime grace
she far surpasses all creatures,
both in heaven and on earth. At
the same time, however, because she belongs to the offspring of Adam she is one with all those who are to be
saved. (Lumen Gentium, no. 53)
Mary embraces God's will and freely chooses to
cooperate with God's grace, thereby fulfilling a crucial role
in God's plan of salvation. Throughout the centuries, the
Church has turned to the Blessed Virgin in order to come
closer to Christ. Many forms of piety toward the Mother of
God developed that help bring us closer to her Son. In these
devotions to Mary, "while the Mother is honored, the Son,
through whom all things have their being and in whom it has

3

pleased the Father that all fullness should dwell, is rightly
known, loved and glorified and . . . all His commands are
observed." The Church honors her as the Mother of God,
looks to her as a model of perfect discipleship, and asks for
her prayers to God on our behalf.
Intention: Let us pray that the gift of motherhood may be
better understood and appreciated within our culture today.
It is very fitting that we celebrate Mother's Day during the month dedicated to the most perfect mother, the
Blessed Virgin Mary. A mother plays an irreplaceable role
in a child's life. Without our mothers, we would not have
been born and therefore would not have the capacity to live
out our Catholic faith. In the words of St. John Paul II. . . ,
"it is precisely those born of earthly mothers…who receive
from the Son of God the power to become 'children of
God' (Jn 1:12)…The history of every human being passes
through the threshold of a woman's motherhood (no 19)."
It is interesting to note that the Church is sometimes
referred to as a mother. Just as a mother gives life to her
children, so also the Church "brings forth to a new and immortal life the sons who are born to her in baptism (Lumen
Gentium. . . , no 64)." Mary, the most perfect mother, is the
archetype, or model for the Church because of her unfailing
belief and obedience to God's will. "The Church indeed,
contemplating [Mary's] hidden sanctity, imitating her charity
and faithfully fulfilling the Father's will, by receiving the
word of God in faith becomes herself a mother (LG, no 64)."
Did You Know? In 1965, Pope Paul VI wrote an Encyclical
entitled "Mense Maio. . . " (Month of May). In this document,
he explained that "Since Mary is rightly to be regarded as
the way by which we are led to Christ, the person who encounters Mary cannot help but encounter Christ likewise."
Confirmation Retreat: We give thanks to all those who
helped make our Confirmation Retreat possible through your
support of our Trivia Nights, your
donations and your prayer for us.
We had a great time at Gasper
River Retreat Center. On Saturday
morning as we were traveling, the
weather was cloudy and rainy; however, as soon as we unloaded and
received directions for our visit to
the camp, the weather cleared for
our activities and the fun began.
During our retreat our activities including zip lining and low elements
activities that required us to trust each other, to guide each
other and help each other through obstacle courses. Our
Saturday evening consisted of dinner which some parents
and sponsored came to join us as well as Mass offered by
Fr. Richard. After their departure, we had a bon fire with
s’mores and then closed the evening with some time before
the Blessed Sacrament. We are grateful for our chaperones: Mark Atkins, Carolyn and Chuck Spurr and Libby
Downs as well as Ben and the staff of Gasper River who
were so encouraging and helpful. We returned on Sunday
ready for our Confirmation celebration which will take place
on Sunday, May 21st at 4:00 p.m.
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Bake Sale: We give thanks to all those who assisted with
our Bake Sale held last weekend. We thank you for your
donations as all proceeds benefit the Ordination Celebration for Deacon Byron
Macias. So because of you, we received
donations at the Bake Sale in the amount
of $1,625.25. In addition we have received $2,440.00 in donations to assist
with this celebration. What generosity you show us.

Kneeling: Fr. Richard, Laura Luna, Rosa Galvan, Brenda Bonifacio, Cassie Marcos, Molly Bennett, Lupita Vieyra, Preston
Chaudoin and Daniel Lopez. Standing: Evelyn Luna, Libby
Downs, Nayelli Macario, Karrenna Chaudoin, Maria Jimenez,
Kylee Spurr, Ryan Carlton, James Folz, Juan Lopez, Jesus
Sotelo, Mason Chavez, Jeffry Macario and Chase Atkins.
(Absent were Grace Pape, Pablo Rodriguez, Maggie Unfried
and Sara Whitman)
Thank You Letter: We have received two “Thank You” letters and they read as follows:
The family of Scott Burnside would like to thank our
church family at Saints Peter and Paul for all the love and
support shown us during Scott’s illness and passing. Special
thanks to Fr. Richard, Fr. Al and Fr. Basilio for visits, spiritual
comfort and support. Also to Libby Downs and Tony Esposito.
The Funeral Mass was comforting to all of us, and
special thanks to Kathy Buehrle and all the dedicated people
on the Bereavement Committee. Hope to re-join you soon.
Teresa “Terri” Burnside and Family
Saints Peter and Paul Parish,
First, I want to thank Libby Downs for her help with
Pam Koob’s funeral preparations – her efforts and the
Church’s were wonderful. I am very happy that my Aunt Pam
had so many wonderful and caring friends in the Church and
in Hopkinsville, who did what did to help. I hope that her belongings that were donated to the church’s thrift store will help
others in need. I wish you well and again thank you to all
those who helped Pam and our family. Sincerely, Tony
McCarthy, Pam’s nephew.
Traveling to Italy: Lindsay Adams, the daughter of Jeff
and the late Missy Adams, and granddaughter of Jerry and
Vonnie Adams is in her senior year at Murray State University. Lindsay will be is leaving on Sunday, May 14th for Italy. She will be
going to Rome, Florence and Sardinia
as she will be traveling with 16 other
nursing students from Murray State
University. They will be returning by
the end of May. While there, this
group of nursing students will be observing the differences between the
health care system and medical practices in Europe and the United States. She and her classmates would appreciate your prayers for heir health and
safety on their trip and a safe return home. Thank you.

Graduation Mass –As a parish we will honor our high
school graduates on Sunday, May 28th at the 10:30 Mass.
A luncheon for our graduates and their families will follow
in the gym. If you would like to assist with
this luncheon, please see Libby.
*Graduates don’t forget to give me your
picture (one wallet size for a bulletin insert – needed by Tuesday, May 23rd
and a 5 X 7 or larger by Friday, May 26th for display in
the narthex). The graduates we have include: Maddie
Burman, Diana Ceja, Virginia Cincotti, Carlos Duran,
Shyana Ethridge, Gianna Fiscella, Emma Folz, Antha
France, Anna Garnett, Jonathan Kinnard, Michaela Langhi,
Keleigh Mabry, Joshua Mendez, Meredith Pace, Ana Petrie, Simone Piffko, John Michael Ramos, Daniel Rodriguez,
Pablo Rodriguez, Jennifer Schroeder, Alex Stevenson,
Jeremy Tillman, Noah Thomas, Mayra Vazquez and Sam
Wilkins. Please help us. If you have a graduate and their
name is not included, please let Libby know as soon as
possible.
Retirement Celebration for Sarah Kranz: As you know
our principal, Sarah Kranz, will be retiring this year after
more than 40 years of service to Saints Peter and Paul
Catholic School and to the
School System here in Hopkinsville, Christian County. A Retirement Celebration will be
held on Saturday, May 27th
immediately after the 5:00
p.m. Mass and all are welcome
to come celebrate with us. This
week on the table in the narthex you will find a spiritual
boutique. Would you take the
time and write her a note of
your appreciation for her faithful, dedicated service to our Saints Peter and Paul School
and to our children. (Picture of Miss Kranz in one of her
many hats.)
College Students – Welcome Home: Many of our college
students have wrapped up their classes and taken their
final exams for the Spring Semester. We welcome you
home again here at Saints Peter and Paul. Know that you
continue to be in our prayers and we ask God to protect
you. We also extend blessings on those graduating from
college this year.
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH MAY 14-21

Sun:

Knights Mother’s Day Breakfast-Gym, 8am-10:30 am
Baptism Prep Class-HFR, 4 pm
Mon: 8th Grade Graduation Mass, 6 pm
Wed: Rosary Makers-8:45 am, HFR
MS/HS Youth (Confirmation Practice 6:30 pm)
Choir Practice 6:30 pm, Office
Thur: RCIA-7 pm, Gym
Readings for the Week of May 14, 2017
Sunday:
Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/1 Pt 2:4-9/
Jn 14:1-12
Monday:
Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-4, 15-16/Jn 14:21-26
Tuesday:
Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-13ab, 21/Jn 14:2731a
Wednesday:
Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-5/Jn 15:1-8
Thursday:
Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-3, 10/Jn 15:9-11
Friday:
Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-10, 12/Jn 15:12-17
Saturday:
Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-3, 5/Jn 15:18-21
Next Sunday:
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20/1 Pt 3:1518/Jn 14:15-21
©Liturgical Publications Inc

Saints Peter and Paul School Principal Search: The principal search committee, established by me, is still actively
receiving applications, reviewing them, and interviewing
selectively. The committee expects to do so for at least two
more weeks. The entire process is being conducted confidentially until successfully completed.
Fr. Richard
Catholic School Position Available
Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic School is currently seeking applications for the position of School Principal
Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year.
Description:
·
PreK-8
·
155 Students
·
Located in Hopkinsville, KY
Requirements:
·
Practicing Catholic
·
Four years teaching experience (elementary preferred)
·
Master’s Degree
·
Kentucky administration certificate or a minimum of
15 hours toward certification and continuing to work
toward completion
·
Excellent administration/communication skills
Send resume to the following address:
Rev. Richard Meredith
Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church
902 E. 9th Street
Hopkinsville, KY 42240
crmeredith@stsppchurch.org
Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic School is a faith-based school
that excels in many areas. We have one teacher per
grade. Our Catholic identity is strong. Being good Catholics/good people is a primary focus. Please visit our school
website at www.stsppschool.org and our Facebook page at
Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic School.

Monday, May 15
8:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
Tuesday, May 16
8:00 AM
Wednesday, May 17
8:00 AM
5:30 PM
Thursday, May 18
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
5:30 PM Spanish
Friday, May 19
8:00 AM
Saturday, May 20
8:00 AM
5:00 PM
Sunday, May 21
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
2:00 PM Spanish
4:00 PM CONFIRMATION
4:00 PM CONFIRMATION
4:00 PM CONFIRMATION
10:30 PM Spanish

†

CATHERINE AMARO
EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES
SAINTS PETER & PAUL
SCHOOL STAFF

†

THE HOLY SOULS IN
PURGATORY

†
†

JOHN SMITHSON
MARY ELIZABETH WILLETT

†

BOB BROWN
SARAH KRANZ
LOPEZ FLORES FAMILY
RACHEL RUNDALL & FAMILY

†
†
†
†

†

JAMES WIERL HILL
NADA BATTAH DION
Sixth Sunday of Easter
MARION OLENICZAK
JOSEPH PARK & TERESA CHONG
FOR ALL PARISHIONERS
FOR THE CONFIRMANDI
ROSALINA LOPEZ
BISHOP MEDLEY’S FAMILY
ROSA ONATE VALDES

† Indicates Requiem Mass
SANCTUARY LAMP
IN MEMORY OF SCOTT BURNSIDE
By Sue Wassmer

ADORATION CHAPEL CANDLES
FOR THE CREIGHTON & LERMA FAMILIES

Stewardship News…..“Those who have faith in Me will do the
works I do, and far greater than these,” Jesus tells His disciples.
That’s quite an assignment for us as Christian stewards!

Budget News
Weekly Parish Collection ............................................... $12,433.00
Weekly Parish Budget Needs ....................................... $17,005.00
Diocesan Assessment 2016/17 ($69,161.00).............Paid In Full
Diocesan Assessment 2017/18 (advance giving)….. $5,904.00
Weekly Capital Improvement Donations ......................$1,037.00
Capital Improvement Fund Balance............................. $18,741.95
Weekly A Legacy of Faith Fund Pledge Payments .....$2,139.00
A Legacy of Faith Fund Balance.......................................$9,172.27
Diocesan Construction Loan to date……………$1,590,000.00
Stained Glass Window Donations ................................................ $0
Stained Glass Window Fund Balance ...................... $416,956.32
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In Need of Prayers… Bradford Heights –Melnora Altshular, Rosalina Lopez Covington Convalescent–Pat Chesnut, Karen Logsdon,
Teresa Mathieu Western State Nursing Facility- Arnold Borders,
Debbie Dickerson, Ellen Jones Christian Health Center- Lillian
Cotthoff, Norma Downs, Barbara Holubecki, Friendship HouseChristine Mills Others…. Clarence & Helen Allard, Trudy Anhalt,
Dick & Jackie Arnold, Jean Baker, Tammy Bellenger, Garrett Blue,
Norma Boyd, Madison Boren, Helen Brown, Fred Chapman, Marie
Chandler, Alice Chuhralya, Richard Chuhralya, Sam Chesnut, Jimmy Cook, Mary Curtsinger, Nevaeh Marie Davis, Barbara Downs,
Pat Esposito, Connie Fowler, Martha Fowler, Gant Golladay, Jewel Claire Godot, Ron & Janice Godot, Scott & Stacey Godot, Jim
Gorman, Beth Hancock, Debbie Harden, Mary Jean Hester, Joy
Moseley Housley, Carol Johnson, Anita Jones, Joe Kukral, Bill &
Bernie Kelderman, Larry Lytle, Rosie McCoy, Margie Meredith,
Carlo & Lucia Mereu, Joe Mezzoni Sr., Eric Moran, Sandy
Mueller, Juan Nicanor, Bill Nichol, Juan Phillips, Larry Puckett, Emily
Pyle, Diana Quarles, Martha Reed, Emma & Gabriela Schiller,
Marianne Shaw, Kristian Shouse, Mike & Marylyn Stocker, Georgiann Svestka, Ken Swicicki, Jerry Thomas, Rose Ann Tobin, Bev
Todd, Hannelore Vanderklok, Wilbur Wataru, Isaac Joseph Widener, Helen Winstead, James Wittschack
Catholic Charities Announce 2017 Award Winners: The
Catholic Charities selection committee has awarded the
2017 Bishop John J. McRaith Providing Help, Creating Hope
award certificates to the following individuals and groups
who have demonstrated charity in their work and deeds
without financial compensation. The committee focused on
programs and individuals whose work has reached outside
their family and parish and impacted the larger community.
Those selected have engaged in charitable works in alignment with the mission of Catholic Charities which is “to witness the love of Christ by serving our brothers and sisters in
need.” This award was established in 2013 by Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Owensboro, and was named
after Bishop John J. McRaith, who served the diocese from
1982-2009, and who passed away in March 2017.
Individuals receiving the 2017 award:
Deacon Bill Grant (Clarkson), John and Beth Probus
(Henderson), Linda Clark and Jackie Marshall (Leitchfield),
Kenny Holt (Morganfield) , Darryl Rezac (Murray), Terri
LaHugh (Owensboro), Virginia Braswell (Owensboro),
Gary Estes (Owensboro). Michelle Ison (Owensboro),
Dr. Mackdell Long (Russellville), Nellie Eversmann (Wax),
Organizations and groups receiving the 2017 award:
St. Joseph Food Pantry (Central City), Christ Among Us
Food Pantry (Fordsville), Christian Food Bank of Hopkins
County, Inc. (Madisonville), Haiti Mission Group at Sts.
Joe and Paul led by Fr. Carl McCarthy, Lavida Mischel
and Lee Franey (Owensboro), The Haiti Committee of Immaculate (Owensboro), Paducah Cooperative Ministry,
Inc. (Paducah), Paducah Community Kitchen, Inc.
(Paducah) and K of C Council 7847 (Hopkinsville). This
council completed a fundraiser for Alpha Alternative
Pregnancy Care Center of Hopkinsville and
purchased a portable ultrasound unit for use
in a mobile RV. This RV will be able to travel
to surrounding counties as a pro-life initiative.

LAY MINISTERS
MAY 20/21
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Saturday, 5:00 pm
Altar Servers ..................................... Rebecca Lee, Ivan Viall
Cross Bearer................................................................................
Commentator .......................................................... Pam Sweet
Lectors ................................. Donna Pfeufer, Jerry Dywasuk
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ..............Dana Nethery,
................. Sandy Doyon, Robin Bilan, Margaret Nosbusch
Choir Loft................. Deana Holdman, JoAshley Hall
Ushers ................................................ Gene Doyon, Todd Hall
.................................................... Pat Puckett, Julie Tiell
Vocational Cross................................................ Carol Johnson
Sunday, 8:00 am
Altar Servers .................... Eva Blankenberger, Lucy Wilkins
Cross Bearer.................................................................... Eli Folz
Commentator ...................................................... Diana France
Lectors .......................................... Chuck Puckett, Robert Hill
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ...............Jim Creighton,
....................Maria Creighton, Dan Gardner, Lori Gardner
Choir Loft .................................... Frank Raber, Tony Esposito
Ushers ....................................Rocky Spader, Anthony France
................................................ Nick France, Dillon Folz
Vocational Cross......................................... Robert Hill Family
Sunday 10:30 am
Altar Servers .................. Gavrie Watkins, Athena Wagner
Cross Bearer..................................................... Livie Jorgensen
Commentator ....................................... Michelle Sandheinrich
Lectors ....................................... Levi Peterson, Libby Downs
Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers: ........... Rossella Cincotti
........................ Cathy Smith, Donna Dunham, Sue Wassmer
Choir Loft ............. Don McCowan, Damian Sandheinrich
Ushers ................................. Tommy Wagner, Franco Cincotti
...................................... Bill Harkins, Steve Greenwell
Vocational Cross...................... Damian Sandheinrich Family
2:00 PM MISA EN ESPAÑOL
Comentarista:..….……..….….……..…......…Hilda Linares
1-2 Lectura:……..….….….Carmen Huertas, Roberto Cruz
Ministro E:……….…….……...Ana Ethridge, Mayra Tirado
Hospitalidad:……..….........Miguel Magaña, Tomas Macario
Monaguillos:….…..…...Miguel Magaña, Alondra Hernández
Please Pray for our Deployed Soldiers & Families:

Olin Harrington, Richelle Goodin, Bryan Yoder
Parish Office Summer Hours: Please be aware that during the summer months (when school is not in session) the
parish office hours will be
Monday thru Thursday: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Closed
for lunch from 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Fridays: 8:00 a.m. to 12:00-Noon.
These hours are in effect from Friday, May 26th thru Friday,
August 4th.
Please remember, the parish office will not be
open on Memorial Day, Monday, May 29th so that we
may enjoy this holiday with our families and friends. The
office will re-open on Tuesday, May 30th at 8:00 a.m.
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Pastor’s Greeting:
Feathers in Cyber Space
When I was in grade school an Ursuline sister told us the story of Saint Philip Neri
(+1595), a renowned confessor, and the penance he is said to have given to a woman
who confessed the sin of gossip. As I understand it, he instructed her to take a feather pillow to the upper tower of the church, to rip it open and shake the feathers out into the wind. Having done that, she was to come
down to the street and gather all of the dispersed feathers.
She was aghast at the suggestion of such a penance. Saint
Philip then had a holy conversation with her about gossip,
about the effects of irresponsible speech and how impossible it is to limit the evil effects of ill spoken words, how their
evil keeps on spreading. The woman’s remorse and contrition were genuine and the saint gave her another (doable)
penance. She reformed, of course, and is the teller of story
about Saint Philip Neri, a witness of reverse gossip.
Have you ever read what Saint James in his letter says
about the human tongue?
Not many of you should become teachers, my
brothers, for you realize that we will be judged more
strictly, for we all fall short in many respects. If anyone
does not fall short in speech, he is a perfect man, able to
bridle his whole body also. If we put bits into the mouths
of horses to make them obey us, we also guide their
whole bodies. It is the same with ships: even though they
are so large and driven by fierce winds, they are steered
by a very small rudder wherever the pilot's inclination
wishes. In the same way the tongue is a small member and
yet has great pretensions.
Consider how small a fire can set a huge forest
ablaze. The tongue is also a fire. It exists among our members as a world of malice, defiling the whole body and
setting the entire course of our lives on fire, itself set on
fire by Gehenna. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed
by the human species, but no human being can tame the
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we
bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse human
beings who are made in the likeness of God. From the
same mouth come blessing and cursing. This need not be
so, my brothers. Does a spring gush forth from the same
opening both pure and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my
brothers, produce olives, or a grapevine figs? Neither can
salt water yield fresh. [James 3.1-12]
The tongue, of course, is an innocent organ of the human
body. Saint James is using a figure of speech, metonymy,
symbolic vesting of an object with personal, representational
characteristics. The evils ascribed to the tongue are due to
our own personal evil in the misuse of our power to speak.
Today, we merely have to replace the “tongue” in the text
of James with our “fingers and thumbs” as we “text” in social
media. The “restless” evil in us is our inclination to selfrighteous and intemperate misuse of the word: to hurt and
harm, to get revenge, to “return fire,” to assert destructive
power, to accuse, to vent, to cause confusion, to rob others of
peace. Saint Paul (particularly in Ephesians) tells us that the
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standard of the Christian is to respond to evil with good and
to speak the truth with love.
I know that I am not innocent of the misuse of the word.
As a minister of the Word I have been in conversion for the
proper use of the word, both human and divine, for forty
years. I am obliged to practice the cardinal virtues
[prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance] along with
charity in my use of words. All Christians are so obliged.
The medium by which the “tongue” offended in earlier times
was quite powerful for good and for evil. Weaponized for
evil the “tongue” has an atrocious history. Present day social
media, given their nearly universal reach and lasting power,
make our “fingers and thumbs” potentially even greater
weapons of harm than the tongue. Nearly universal cameras add visuals for even greater effect.
Saint James was not at war with the human tongue, nor
am I with current communications technology. He was calling
for the moral and religious conversion of the human being
particularly in terms of our capacity of speech. By grace
and conversion the “tongue” can be tamed, and must be
tamed if one is to enter the kingdom of God. Today, the
challenge of the moral use of our communication and expression technology is enormous. ISIS is using it to recruit
jihadi terrorists. Anyone can use it to assault the fabric of
social relationships. Social media can be used, just as the
human tongue can be, for building up and for promoting the
good of the community. User and receiver both are responsible for discerning truth from falsehood and for sorting out
the rhetoric and innuendo.
With the power of speech comes great responsibility.
As a public speaker, minister of the Word of God, and
teacher of the Church I limit myself to the most functional and
least personal texting, email, and cell phone use. By my
own choice I stay away from all other social media. I know
that I need to avoid or severely limit even what I do use if I
am emotional. It is necessary for me to be faithful to the
teachings of the Church, to beware of ideology, and to
check my own opinions, feelings, and purposes as responsibly as I can. I also limit my exposure to social media. All
Christian adults need to set a very high bar for true values
to govern personal use of social media. Parents have a formidable task of supervising their children and teens in the
use of these media and in their moral and religious growth
and development.
What is merely voiced and heard fades from the
air in time but can leave a lasting impact in the hearer. The
written word stays as long as it stays in print. Audio/visual
speech and action can be spread continuously and theoretically forever and the media make it virtually omnipresent.
Moral, virtuous, and holy expressions and the creative efforts to achieve the common good can be magnified by the
social media if used wisely and responsibly. Evil, destructive, perverse, and slanderous expression, capable of ruining the social fabric is also possible with the available social
media. These expressions can feed terror, anarchy, and
tyranny. We have significant responsibilities as Christians,
as adults, as parents, as citizens in our use of the media of
the word. May Christ our Lord, God’s Incarnate Word,
guard our minds and hearts and expressions. Fr. Richard

