
 

Cards Received:  We received several cards this week and 

we want to share them with you. 

 Just a note to thank all of you for your 

prayers, encouragement, and support while I 

was in the hospital.  It is humbling to know so 

many of you care. 

 I am grateful for all your prayers during 

my continued journey of treatment in the 

coming months. 

 Thanks, Debbie Harden. 

 

My children and I would like to express our deep 

gratitude to all those who helped us through the pain and 

sorrow of Gene’s death.  The love and concern shown to us 

were a great comfort to us and very much appreciated.  

Our thanks also to Libby and the office staff, and to those 

who sent cards, flowers, provided and served food at the 

funeral meal, sang in the choir and assured us of their 

prayers.  Fr. Richard, thank you for your 

visits to Gene and being so kind, 

compassionate and humorous.  You are 

such a blessing.  Saints Peter and Paul is 

an impressive parish and I am proud to 

be a part of it. Franki Durbin 

 

 

Byron “Paco” Macias:  Join us for the next planning 

meeting for Deacon Byron Macias, CMF Ordination 

Reception on Tuesday, February 7
th

 at 

5:30 p.m. in the Office Annex to further 

discuss and make definite plans.  Anyone 

is welcome to join us.  Don’t forget to 

place this date, Thursday, June 29, 2017 at 

5:00 p.m. – the Solemnity of Saints Peter 

and Paul, on your calendar so you can join 

us in praying and celebrating with Paco. 

 

Saints Peter and Paul Choir:  Would you like to give of 

your talents for the Ordination of Byron Macais?  Saints 

Peter and Paul Choir is looking for a few more 

voices as well as instruments. We need two 

more percussionists, a trumpeter, and two 

trombonists (or a French horn player).  The 

ordination is on Thursday, June 29
th
 at 5 pm.  

If you would like to attend and share your 

gifts, please see Amy Watkins or contact her via email: 

awatkins@stsppchurch.org . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Lenten Retreat:   “BE STILL” 

Saturday, March 18 – 8:00 a.m. to Noon 
 

Be still and know that I am God... Psalm 46:10 
 

Abide in me and I in you. No branch can bear fruit by 

itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 

unless you remain in me. John 15:4 
 

Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy 

Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? 

You are not your own...  

I Corinthians 6:19 
 

Do not be conformed to the pattern this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 

be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, 

pleasing and perfect will. Romans 12:2 
 

Do you ever wonder what it would be like to quiet your 

mind; to REALLY quiet your mind? Would you like to learn 

how to "Be Still?" Do you wish you were better at listening 

to what God is saying to you? Would you like clarity on 

what the Holy Spirit is asking of you at this point in your 

life? Do you desire deeper healing in your life? Would you 

like more awareness of the Indwelling Presence of the Holy 

Spirit within the temple of your body?  Would you like to 

live more authentically? Would you like to embody God's 

love more fully? 
 

If you have answered yes to any of these questions, come 

join as a parish family for the Parish Lenten Retreat: BE 

STILL.  Fellow parishioner Michelle Carew-Bessette will 

share various tools to assist in developing a practice of 

Contemplative Prayer.  She will lead us in gentle body 

movement and breath awareness to relax the body and 

mind. She will offer and assist you in practicing Kenosis 

(self-emptying), Centering Prayer, Lectio Divina 

(meditative reading of scripture) and Taize Prayer 

(Christian chant). These "tools" will prepare your heart and 

spirit for silence and awareness of the Indwelling Presence 

of God's love.  
 

Our Lenten Retreat will be held on Saturday, March 18
th

.  

We will begin with Mass at 8:00 a.m. and then move over 

to the gym for a light breakfast.  The retreat will conclude 

with lunch at 12:00 - Noon.  Cost is $15.00 per person 

which includes a light breakfast and lunch.  To register call 

Libby at (270) 885-8522 or email her at 

ljdowns@stsppchurch.org. 
 

Deadline to register is Wednesday, March 15
th

 

 
Our Retreat Leader Bio:  Michelle 

Carew-Bessette graduated magna cum 

laude in 1998 earning a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Religious Studies from Saint 

Joseph University in West Hartford, CT. 

Upon graduation, she was awarded 

the Sister Marie Celine O'Connor 

Founders' Fund Award for performance in the field of 

Religious Studies and the Campus Ministry Service Award 

There is Hope for All:  I have a dogmatic certainty:  

God is in every person’s life.  God is in everyone’s 

life.  Even if the life of a person has been a disaster, 

even if it is destroyed by vices, drugs or anything 

else – God is in this person’s life.  You can – you 

must – try to seek God in every human life.  
– Pope Francis 
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recognizing her exemplary faith, leadership and service to 

the office of campus ministry. Prior to graduation she 

interned as a co-facilitator of the Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults at Saint Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church in 

Rocky Hill, CT. 

 Since graduating, Michelle has participated in 

numerous ministries including distribution of the Blessed 

Sacrament to religious and clergy in retirement and 

offering Holy Communion services, participation in 

liturgical ministries including choir, cantor, lector, 

Eucharistic ministry, RCIC, St. Vincent de Paul Society as 

secretary and home visitor, and Catechesis for the past 

seven years including being a Core member in the 

LifeTeen program. 

 Michelle has been an Associate with the Marian 

Servants of the Blessed Trinity for the past three years and 

aspires to attend the School of Spiritual Direction with the 

Marian Servants of Divine Providence in Clear Water, 

Florida. 

 Michelle's most recent endeavors since 2014 

include becoming a 200 hour Yoga Alliance registered 

yoga instructor, teaching yoga at a Christian-based yoga 

studio and at her former parish, Good Shepherd Catholic 

Church. She specializes in blending the physical practice of 

Hatha yoga with Christian prayer practices and scripture. 

She is beginning her fourth year of facilitating retreats at 

the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, Georgia. She 

currently facilitates four weekend retreats a year and has 

recently been invited to offer a retreat to the Episcopal 

diocese of Florida in Jacksonville. Her passion is to teach 

Contemplative Prayer and the tools to assist in this deep 

form of prayer. 

 Most importantly, Michelle is a mother of two 

beautiful daughters, Micaela and Cora, and her beloved 

husband, Bill. She considers her primary ministry to be in 

the home as a mother and a wife. 

 

RCIA – Our RCIA Process continues this Thursday 

evening, February 9
th

 at 7:00 p.m. We continue to ask the 

parish for prayers as these Inquirers come to learn and 

discover the teachings and trues of the Catholic Church. 

 

Rite of Acceptance/Rite of Welcome:  This week we will 

be celebrating the Rite of Acceptance/Rite of Welcome 

with those who have joined us at RCIA as they have 

gathered to learn, to ask questions, to search their hearts for 

God’s direction.   This rite is of great 

importance because it symbolizes a stage 

of growth in their journey of faith.  As 

God called Sarah and Abraham, Moses 

and Miriam, and liberated the Israelites 

from Egypt, so too God continues to call 

each one of us into deeper faith and conversion, to live 

according to the gospel, and to embrace the way of the 

cross.  The Rite of Acceptance/Rite of Welcome attempts 

to point to this ongoing experience of conversion and is an 

invitation for all of us to be consciously growing in faith.  

The Rite of Acceptance to the Order of Catechumens is for 

those who wish to be initiated into the Catholic Church 

through the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharistic and 

Confirmation.  The Rite of Welcome is for those who wish 

to complete their Christian initiation through the 

Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. 

 

PSR (Parish School of Religion) – Pre-School thru 5
th

 

Grade:  Our Religious Education program continues this 

Sunday, February 5
th
 beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the School 

Building.     

PSR-February Schedule  – Sundays, 9:00-10:15 a.m.: 

February 5 – Class  February 12 – Class 

February 19 – No Class  February 26 – Class 

 

Youth Ministry 
 

Our Middle School and High School Youth continue 

with classes this Wednesday,  February 8
th

 with our 

regular schedule beginning with Mass at 5:30 p.m. 

followed by dinner then class with pick-up at 8:00 p.m.   

February Schedule – Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

February 8 – Class  February 15 – Class 

February 22 – Class  March 1 – No Class 

   (Ash Wednesday) 

 

Youth 2000: YOUTH 2000 is responding to the call of 

Pope John Paul II who continually called upon the youth of 

the Church to be instruments and leaders of a new effort to 

bring the Gospel to the world.  This is the 20
th
 anniversary 

of Youth 2000 in the Diocese of Owensboro.  If you are a 

high school youth, you are invited to join us for this 

YOUTH 2000 Retreat scheduled for March 10
th
-12

th
 at 

Owensboro Convention Center. This retreat is being 

sponsored by the Diocesan Offices of Youth Ministry and 

Faith Formation and the Diocesan Marian Shrine 

Committee. Youth should register through a Parish, School 

or other Group. For registration forms, see Libby. The 

deadline to submit your registration for the parish is 

February 15
th

.   The cost is $60.00 per participant and 

chaperone plus hotel expenses.  If you would like to help 

sponsor a young person, please see Libby.  We will need 

adult chaperones for this event as well. 
 

PACS Offers Assistance with Heating Bills:  The 

weather can’t seem to decide if it will be hot or cold; 

however, some residents still need help with their energy 

bills.  Pennyrile Allied Community Services (PACS) in 

Hopkinsville will provide applications for those needing 

help with their heating bills through a federal program 

called the Low Income Home Energy Assistance program.  

Until the grant money runs out, the assistance is for those 

who are in crisis.  It is for those who have received a 

termination notice from Kentucky Utilities, Atmos Energy 

or Pennyrile Electric.  The program will pay up to $400 for 

electric bills, 200 gallons of propane and 50 gallons of 

kerosene.  To receive help, go to the PACS office located 

at 100 Liberty Street from 7:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. Monday 

through Friday to get an application.  Applicants will need 

to bring social security cards for all residents in the home, 

including children, and the previous month’s income. 


