
REQUEST FOR AN EXEMPTION FOR ORDINATION 

EXPENSES DENIED 
 Deacon Byron Macias, CMF, Claretian missionary 

and adopted son of this parish (born in Ecuador and a 

naturalized U.S. citizen) requested that his presbyteral 

ordination be celebrated here at Saints Peter & Paul Parish.  

Bishop William Medley consented to Byron’s provincial’s 

request to ordain him and we gladly welcomed the 

celebration of his ordination in his home parish.  What a 

great honor!  Byron (called Paco by friends) served this 

parish as Director of Hispanic Ministry from 2004-2007 

and after that was for a time a seminarian for the Diocese 

of Owensboro.  He joined the Claretian Missionaries and 

made perpetual vows with the order in 2016.  He was also 

ordained as a deacon for the order in 2016.  All of us here 

look forward with delight to the day of Deacon Byron’s 

ordination June 29
th
, the Parish feast day, the Solemnity of 

Saints Peter & Paul. 

 As we received generous contributions from the 

parish community to cover the costs associated with the 

ordination celebrations (the ordination itself, First Masses 

in English and in Spanish with receptions) and the 

associated hospitality, we requested from the Diocese of 

Owensboro an exemption from their assessment of these 

funds so that they could be dedicated entirely to the 

festivals (the Parish not retaining any of these monies).  

We informed the Diocese that any monies donated in 

excess of the expenses would be given to Fr. Macias and to 

the Claretian Missionaries.  While many parish families are 

hosting the approximately 50 special guests of Byron and 

the Claretians, so also many others have made and are 

making special contributions to cover the expenses.  So far 

the following monies have been received for the various 

purposes specified— 

Vestments, gift for Fr. Macias:  $  300.00 

 For Celebrations/Hospitality: 

  Donations–   $3,910.00 

  Bake Sale–   $1,625.25 

  Tamale Sale–  $1,453.25 

 TOTAL:   $7,288.50 
 

 The Diocese of Owensboro responded to our 

request for an exemption from the assessment of these 

funds with a denial of the request. Thursday, June 15
th

, 

we were informed that we would be taxed +/- 15.5% of 

the contributed/raised funds for the ordination 

celebration.  This means that, as of today, we must 

sequester $1,130.00 of the ordination celebration funds 

to pay to the Diocese of Owensboro or pay that amount 

from the Parish general fund.   I am saddened by their 

response but we must comply with the decision.   

Fr. Richard Meredith [June 16, 2017] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sympathy:  As a parish we lift up in prayer the Esposito 

family.  Pat Esposito passed away on Wednesday morning, 

June 14
th
 at the lake while vacationing. She was 71years 

old.  Pat and Tony have been members of Saints Peter and 

Paul for many years and we support Tony during this time.  

Pat was born on October 24, 1945 in 

Chicago and was wed to Tony 

Esposito on November 15, 1969.  In 

addition to Tony, survivors include 

their two children:  Steve (Andrea) 

Esposito of Cadiz and Linda 

(Kenny) Kramer of Clarksville, one 

sister Sharon Kusnierz of 

Bloomington, Indiana and three 

grandchildren, Zachary Kramer, 

Lydia Esposito and Andrew Esposito. Her Funeral Mass 

will be held here at Saints Peter and Paul on Tuesday, June 

20
th
 at 10:30 a.m.  May we keep the Esposito family in our 

prayers this week as they mourn their loss and may we as a 

church pray:  “May her soul and the souls of all the faithful 

departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  Amen.”   
 

Listening Session with Bishop Medley-Pope Francis has 

asked bishops around the world to gather input on the topic 

of “Youth, faith and vocational discernment,” which is the 

theme of the 15th Ordinary General Assembly of the 

Synod of Bishops in 2018. Bishop Medley invites you to 

join him on Thursday, June 22, 2017 at 6:30 PM at 

Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Bowling Green, for an 

upcoming listening session. You can add your voice to the 

discussion on youth and young adults in our local church 

today and your hopes for the future. These general sessions 

are open to youth, young adults and adults. 

 

 Women’Retreat - August 25-26, 2017 

Join women from around the Diocese of 

Owensboro for a women’s retreat at Kentucky Dam 

Village. This is an opportunity to be spiritually refreshed 

through engaging 

speakers and Mass with 

Bishop William F. 

Medley.  Enjoy a 

multitude of breakout 

sessions offered on 

Saturday to get your 

heart and mind pumping. Grab your friends and join us for 

this first of its kind women’s weekend retreat!  

Early Registration Discount The retreat is $25 if 

registered by July 20th! Please see below. Sign up online 

at https://owensborodiocese.org/womens-retreat-

registration/ 

Lodging Attendees must book and pay for their own room. 

There are rooms blocked off at Kentucky Dam Village 

Lodge under Owensboro Diocese Reservations can be 

made by visiting the park’s website at 

www.parks.ky.gov/parks/resortparks/ky-dam-

village/reservations.aspx or by calling 270-362-4271. Use 

group #1551 when you book.  



School News 
Uniform Fitting and Sale:  Saints Peter and Paul School 

will be having representatives from 

Shaheen’s Department Store come 

on Wednesday, July 12
th
 from Noon 

– 5:00 p.m. in the gym for next 

year’s Uniform Fitting and Sale.  

 

Prayer for Fathers 
Heavenly Father, 

Today we ask You to bless our earthly fathers for the many 

times they reflected the love, strength, generosity, wisdom 

and mercy that You exemplify in Your relationship with 

us, Your children. 

 

We honor our fathers for putting our needs above their own 

convenience and comfort; for teaching us to show courage 

and determination in the face of adversity; for challenging 

us to move beyond self-limiting boundaries; for modeling 

the qualities that would turn us into responsible, principled, 

caring adults. 

 

Not all our fathers lived up to these ideals.  Give them the 

grace to acknowledge and learn from their mistakes.  Give 

us the grace to extend to them the same forgiveness that 

you offer us all.  Help us to resist the urge to stay stuck in 

past bitterness, instead, moving forward with humility and 

peace of heart. 

 

We ask your blessing on those men who served as father 

figures in our lives when our biological fathers weren’t 

able to do so.  May the love and selflessness they showed 

us be returned to them in all their relationships, and help 

them to know that their influence has changed us for the 

better. 

 

Give new and future fathers the guidance they need to raise 

happy and holy children, grounded in a love for God and 

other people – and remind these fathers that treating their 

wives with dignity, compassion and respect is one of the 

greatest gifts they can give their children. 

 

We pray that our fathers who have passed into the next life 

have been welcomed into Your loving embrace, and that 

our family will one be day be reunited in your heavenly 

kingdom. 

 

In union with St. Joseph, whom you entrusted with Your 

Son, we ask Your generous blessings today and every day. 

Amen. 

 

What is the Fortnight for Freedom?  Each year dioceses 

around the country highlight the 

importance of defending religious 

freedom. The Fortnight for Freedom 

is from June 21—the vigil of the Feasts 

of St. John Fisher and St. Thomas 

More— to July 4, Independence Day.  

For the next few weekends we will have bulletin inserts 

highlighting religious freedom. More information can be 

found at the United States Council of Catholic Bishops 

web-site, www.usccb.org.  

Invitation to Prayer – June 21 to July 4, 2017:  This 

special period of prayer, study, catechesis, and public 

action emphasizes both our Christian and American 

heritage of liberty.  Here at Saints Peter and Paul we will 

be observing special activities in several ways.   

- We invite all parishioners to join us at 6:00 a.m., 12:00 

– Noon and 6:00 p.m. from Wednesday, June 21
st
 to 

Tuesday, July 4
th
 to pray the “Prayer for the Protection 

for Religious Freedom” included in this bulletin.  

- If physically able, we ask that you either fast or abstain 

from a particular food during this Fortnight of Prayer.  

Offer this fasting as prayer for our religious liberties. 

- Copies of “Our First Most Cherished Liberty” will be 

placed at the Adoration Table.  Please take the time to 

read this important document and pray during your 

Holy Hour for our country and its leaders. 

- Every Mass offered from June 21
st
 thru July 4

th
 will 

include a petition for the protection of our religious 

liberties. 

- Join us on Tuesday, July 4
th
 at 10:00 a.m. as we pray 

the patriotic rosary. 

 

Prayer for the Protection of Religious Freedom 

 
O God our Creator, 

Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit, 

you call us to live out our faith 

 in the midst of the world, 

bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel 

to every corner of society. 

We ask you to bless us 

in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty. 

Give us the strength of mind and heart 

to readily defend our freedoms 

when they are threatened; 

give us courage in making our voices heard 

on behalf of the rights of your Church 

and the freedom of conscience 

 of all people of faith. 

Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, 

a clear and united voice 

 to all your sons and daughters 

gathered in your Church 

in this decisive hour in the history of our nation, 

so that, with every trial withstood 

and every danger overcome— 

for the sake of our children, our grandchildren, 

and all who come after us— 

this great land will always be 

 "one nation, under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


