
Middle and High School Youth Ministry – Our Middle 

and High School Youth programs resume this Wednesday,  

November 30
th
 beginning with Mass at 5:30 p.m.  All are 

welcome to join us!   
 

November/December Schedule – Wednesdays, 5:30-

8:00 p.m.: 

November 30:  Class December 7:    Class 

December 14:   Class 
 

College Student Care Packages:  We are so very grateful 

for the many items that were brought and money donated 

for our College Student Care Packages.  We made and 

mailed 51 boxes.  What generosity you show us. 

 
 

Paintsville Project:  Donations are now being accepted! 

.  Items may include:   

- Clothing - used and new; especially sweaters 

and coats 

- Baby items are always needed:  Diapers, Receiving 

and crib blankets, Feeding bottles, formula 

- Bed linens, comforters, blankets 

- Toiletries – for men and women 

- Toys – new and used; Books 

- Bicycles 

- Shoes, socks, hats, gloves, slippers 

- Underwear – new 

No big appliances please 

 Donations are now being accepted.  If at all 

possible, please bring donations in boxes either labeled 

(children’s clothing, men’s clothing, women’s clothing, 

shoes, housewares, etc.).   All donations need to be brought 

to the gym before December 7
th
.  On Wednesday, 

December 7
th
, our youth will be completing the final 

sorting of these items and loading them in a trailer.  We 

are in great need of many helping hands.  Our challenge 

this year is we will begin sorting these items at 4:00 p.m. in 

the gym and it is our hope that we will be completed by 

6:45 p.m. so that we can together attend the Vigil Mass at 

7:00 p.m. for the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

of our Blessed Mother 
 

Spiritual Adoption Program:  On March 25
th
, as a 

church, we began a program called Spiritual Adoption.  

The idea was to commit to pray for a child in the womb (or 

a human embryo created outside the womb) whose 

existence is threatened by abortion or destruction. The 

commitment lasts nine months.  At the end of the nine-

month period (December 25
th

), parishes traditionally 

celebrate the “birth” of our spiritually adopted babies 

with a baby shower.  So the weekend of December 31
st
 

and January 1
st
, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, 

our Mom’s group will be in the narthex receiving your 

baby shower gift.   All gifts collected at the shower will 

be given to the Alpha Alternative Pregnancy Care 

Center.  Some gifts may include:  baby formula, bottles, 

diapers, receiving blankets, sleepers, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration:  We have only a few hours that 

need to be adopted.  If you are interested in participating in 

Eucharistic Adoration call Jenny or Bill Rush (270-885-

2888).  The hours available are: 

Tuesdays at 4:00 AM  Fridays at 11:00 PM  

Wednesday at 1:00 AM  Saturdays 3:00 AM  

Thursdays at 5:00 AM   Saturdays at 10:00 PM 

Tuesdays at 8:00 AM – Needs Prayer Partner 

 

Married Life - An Idea for Advent 
 

Wives, our husbands will face challenges, 

attacks, doubts, fears, stresses and 

temptations in life. Because we have the privilege of 

praying for them and all that comes their way, Will you 

join me in committing to praying more extensively for our 

husbands on a daily basis?  In light of Proverbs 14:1, we 

need to build our house rather than tear it down. What 

better use of our time can it be then praying for our 

husbands!  (Focus on the Family) 
 

Husbands:  When you pray for your wife, start by praying 

for change in yourself, and ask God to give you a clean 

heart. Pray that love will continue to grow between you 

and your wife, that you and your wife will resist the 

temptation to stray, and that there will be no divorce in 

your future.  
 

The apostle Paul wrote, "Let marriage be held in honor 

among all" (Hebrews 13:4). But what does it mean to 

honor marriage? The word honor means to highly value 

something — to appreciate, cherish and recognize it as a 

priceless treasure. Matthew 6:21 says, "For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also." This verse 

suggests that honor is primarily a matter of the heart. So in 

marriage, it involves recognizing the beauty and worth of 

your relationship with your spouse and then doing 

something to put that recognition and appreciation into 

action. It's about dedication, heart and soul, to building 

strong foundational qualities into your marriage 

relationship. 

Camp Elf Planning Meeting 
 

Come join us on Tuesday, November 29
th
 at 5:30 p.m. 

in the Holy Family Room as we plan our activities and 

art projects for our Camp Elf Program scheduled for 

Saturday, December 3
rd

 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  It 

is always a great deal of fun! 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+14%3A1&version=ESV
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/marriage/growing-together-spiritually/closer-to-god-and-to-each-other


GRACE 

The newest window, large circular window behind 

the Crucifix, is entitles “Grace.”  It features the Holy Spirit 

as a white dove, the gift or grace of God, sent by the Father 

through his beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit as 

Gift of God (Donum Dei) is manifold in richness.   

The Church drawing on Isaiah 11:2-3 traditionally 

lists the gifts of the Holy Spirit as: Wisdom, 

Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and 

Fear of the Lord.  There are seven red flames surrounding 

the Holy Spirit in the window corresponding to these seven 

gifts of the one Spirit.   

Further surrounding the aura of the Holy Spirit are 

twelve clusters of gem-like, variably colored glass prisms.  

These correspond even more variously to the traditional 

“fruits” of the Holy Spirit’s gifts in and among the faithful 

in Christ.  These are listed as: Charity, Joy, Peace, 

Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Long-suffering, Humility, 

Fidelity, Modesty, Continence, and Chastity.  All twelve 

are variously represented in each of the twelve clusters.   

The halo of the Dove has a symbol of the Holy 

Trinity (three Crosses).   

In the border of the window are intertwined 

branches of the Olive Tree bearing fruit, symbolic of the 

olive branch brought back by Noah’s dove and of the oil of 

the Sacred Chrism used in the Sacraments of Baptism, 

Confirmation, and Holy Orders (Priesthood and 

Episcopacy). 

The window is designed to shine with intense 

majesty as the sun rises toward its zenith and to glow with 

warmth for the rest of the day.  Its light diffuses around the 

Crucifix into the entire church.   The sadness and darkness 

of the crucifixion cannot overcome the light of Christ 

which is the very Spirit of his total gift in love and 

obedience. 

We are reminded that the water flowing from his 

open side is another sign of the Spirit’s flood opening as a 

river of life, overflowing for eternal life, as begun in the 

faithful at Baptism and flowing out into the eternal Holy 

City of God, the New Jerusalem. 

When finished, the Great Window will tie together 

all three circular windows in the themes of the great 

mysteries of our faith: Trinity, Incarnation, Grace, and 

Heavenly Communion [the Wedding Feast of Cana, the 

Lord’s Supper, and the Wedding Feast of the Lamb in 

which God will be all in all]. 

  

Vatican Issues New Document on Christian Burial and 

Cremation:  As you may have heard in the media, the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith last week issued 

an Instruction entitled “Ad resurgendum cum 

Christo”.  This Instruction addresses the Church’s 

preference for the burial of the body and sets out norms 

pertaining to the conservation of ashes in the case of 

cremation. 

 

The following are some key points from the Instruction: 

 The Instruction repeats, once more, that the 

Church’s first preference is for the burial of the 

body.  “By burying the bodies of the faithful, the 

Church confirms her faith in the resurrection of the 

body, and intends to show the great dignity of the 

human body as an integral part of the human 

person whose body forms part of their 

identity.”  (3) 

 Even though the Church strongly prefers the burial 

of the body, the Instruction does allow that there 

may be circumstances when cremation may be 

chosen.  Cremation is not forbidden by the Church 

unless it is chosen for reasons contrary to Christian 

doctrine or if it goes against the expressed wishes 

of the deceased. 

 When cremation is chosen, the ashes must be 

interred in a sacred place – a cemetery or 

columbarium.   

 Ashes may not be kept in private homes.  (Only in 

exceptional circumstances may the Ordinary allow 

for the conservation of ashes in a private 

home.  The Instruction does not specify what those 

circumstances might be.  Presumably, this would 

be in places where Catholics are a persecuted 

minority and cemeteries are routinely ransacked.) 

 Ashes may not be divided among family members 

or scattered, nor may they be preserved in 

mementos (pieces of jewelry or other objects). 

 Catholics who choose to be cremated for reasons 

contrary to the Christian faith must be denied a 

Christian funeral. 

 

While none of this information is new, the Congregation 

for the Doctrine of the Faith felt it was time to reiterate the 

Church’s position in light of “new ideas contrary to the 

church’s faith” that have emerged over the years. 

 If you’d like to read the full text of the document, 

you may find it on the Vatican’s website at 

www.vatican.va. 

http://www.vatican.va/

